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Ditinguiſhed from the 
Hope of Hypocrites. 


And Publiſhed 


To prevent the danger of Falle Hope, 
and to promote the Duty of Living 
11 true Hope of Glory, 
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An &ppendix of the Grounds of Hope, Col- 


[etted in a Catalogue of Promiles and Ex- 
periences. 
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[he Hypocrite with Hope ts vainly Fed, 
His Hope's no Helmet, but a Spiders Web. 
But Converts know, ut 15 no [ale Story, 

[hat Chriſt within, 1s the true Hope of Glory. 
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TO THE 


FEADER: 


Dear Friend, 


HIS little Book now come to thy Hand? 

calls for entertainment both for thy 

Saviours ſake, who hath provided 

Salvation for thee at his own coſt ; 
and for thy Souls ſake, which therein is much 
concerned both in Point of Safety and Comfort. 
Enquire not after the Author, but Study the 
needful Matter ut preſents unto thee, Though it 
come in a plain Dreſs, without either Top-knot 
or Kufjles, yet it's Grave and Serious, and may 
contribute much towaras geth thy Temporal and 
Eternal welfare. It was not deſigned for Pub- 
lick Uſe when compoſed, but proved ſo STeet in 
the Meditation, and ſo acceprable in the Mini- 
ftration, that thereby I was encouraged to ſend 
it abroad, to warn the ſecure IVorld againſt thoſe 
fa'ſe Hopes, that lull Stmners aſicep in Security : 
And to invite all that mect with 1; to look after 
A 2 | that 
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that Helmet, that 1s of ſo great uſe for af! Sul- 
diers that fight under the Banner of the Captain 
' of our Saldation Chriſt Feſus. And if thou be one 
of this number, and haſt any hill in the Spiritual 
warfare, thou wilt in thy own Experience, ac- 
knowledge the account here given of this piece of 
our Spiritual Armour. Thou art ſo well acquain- 
ted therewith, and finds in thy ſelf the fore- 
thoughts of Glory, made thereby tne Foy and De- 
light of thy Soul : That thou wilt ſee, that thou 
haſt met with an old Fellow-Souldier, that haih 
been in many a Battle, and ſtill found his Hel- 
met of Hope his Safeguard, and ſo admires and 
valuetb it, that he would not part with it for 


Paris. Let me entreat thee to take thy Helmet 


into thy Hand, and compare it with the Helmet 
here treated of,, and then Afind the Uſe and Ad+ 
vantage of the Helmet of Hape, and if it raiſe 
in thy Heart high thoughts of this great Grace, 
and more Diligence in the Exerciſe of it, I have 
obtained my end, and Chrift his Glory, who 1s 
the Objet, Author and offspring of this Hope, 
with whom we Hope to live in Glory, Rom. 
15. 13- {vow that the God of Hope may fill rhee 
and me, with all Toy and Peace in belicuing, 
that we may abound in Hope through the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, 1s the earneſt Prayer of, 


Daventry, Thy Fellow- Soul- 
*May 21ft, dier and Servant, 
1694, 


AND. BARNET. 
COL. 
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COL. 1. 27. latter end of the Yer. 
—— Chriſt within, the Hope of Glory. 


ea Here is a vaſt difference be- 
a twixt the EffeCts of Common 
Providence, and the Fruits of 
Chriſts Pretence, . 
i. The Effects of Common 
| | Providence extend to the juſt 
and to the unjuſt: We in this Nation have 
long lived under the Golipel, and hereupon 
come to be acquainted with the things that be- 
long to ovr Peace; 2 Tim. 1. 10. for Life and 
Immortality are brought to Light by the Go- 
ipel: And the Light of the Goſpel ſhining fo 
long amongſt us by the good Providence of 
God, hath enlightned the underſtandings of 
many with the common Notions of Chriſtt- 
anity, and the Will following the Dictates 
of the Underſtanding, it hence comes to pals 
that a viſible outward Profeflion of Religion a- 
bounds amongſt us. And great numbers there 
are of Profeſſors, that walk in a Track of Du- 
ry, and Conform to the External part of the 
true Religion, and have Hope in themſelves 
that all is well with them, and that they ſhall 
inheric Glory, when all this is but the Effect. 
A 3 of 
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of Common Providence, and they are ſtill of 
the number of the Fooliſh Virgins, thar though 
Virgins, vaunted in thetr outward Behaviour, 
yet had not a Grain of the Oyl of Grace 1n the 
Soul. 

The Fruits of Chrift his own Pretence 
are enjoyed by few, and are the peculiar Pri- 
viledges of the Veſſels of Honour, that Chrift 
bath Redeemed by his Bioody Sacrifice, | Fehr 

17. 2. ver. 6. Thete that the Father gave him, 
are they, to whom he gives Eternal Life : He 
gave his Life for them, and gives himſelf to 
them : He opens their Hearts by his Spirit, 
and comes in, and takes up his, abode with 
them. And having caſt out the ſtrong Man 
armed, and tet up his own Kingdom in their 
Souls, that Kingdom that confiſts not in Word, 
but in Power ; and ra! ing in their Hearts by his 
Grace and Spiric, they hereby come to enjoy 
in themlelves {ure and certain Hopes of Glory, 
This is called in the Text a, Miſtery made ma- 
nifeſt to the Saints; its a miſtery in 1t felf, and 
to all carnal unregenerated Perions, bur made 
manifeſt to the Saints: They and none bur 
they, underſtand the meaning of:it; and know 
not only who Chriſt 1s; and what are his Of- 
fices, and the Benefits thereof ; but alſo what 
it is to have Chriſt in them, and to live in the 
enjoyment of 10 great a Bleſting : And this 1: 
15, that4s rhe Ground of their Hope of Glory, 
to them God nath made known whac 1s the ] Ris 
ches of the Glery of this Miltery among{t the 
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/ Gentiles, which is Chriſt in them, the Hope of 


Glory. Its the Clauſe of theſe Words that 
| have choſe to be the Subject of my enſuing 


 Diſcourle. Chriſt in you, the Hope of Glory. 


Wherein we may note, 

(t.) The CharaQteriftical Qualification of 
the Perſons here ſpoke of, viz. Chriſt 
within, 

(2.) The Conlequent Conſolation thence 
ariſing, viz. The Hope of Glory. 

1. The Characteriftical Qualification of the 
Perſons ſpoken of, viz, Chriſt within, this is 
the Motto of the true Chriſtian ; and that that 
denominates him, not only a Chriſtian by 
Name, but a Chriſtian inueed. A true Na- 
thanael iy whom there 1s no guile, a true Tſrac- 
lite, one by whom Chriſt is not only profel-_ 
{ed, but allo polleſled. Chriſt is formed in 
him, and he conformed to him, lts not Chriſt 
without that will ſerve the turn, bur we muſt 
have Chriſt within, living and reigning 10 our 
Souls by his Grace and Spirit : Its not Chriſt 


.1n Heaven, but Chriſt in the Heart that conſt1- 


tutes us true Chriſtians: Its not talking of 
Chriſt, bat entertaining Chriſt as King, Priett 
and Prophet, that we muſt come up to, if we 
will become true Cariſtians. 

2. The Cur 2guent Conſolation hence ari- 
ſing, viz. The Hop: of Glory. Its Chrift in 
the Soul, that puts che Soul in ſo hopeful a 
Condition, and is the true and main ground of 
the Souls Hope of Glory. And this ground of 

A 4 Hope 
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Hope all ſuch have, that have Chriſt in them ; 
I do not fay, that all ſuch are aſſured of Glory ; : 
but this I fay, that all {luch are {ure of Glory, 
and ought to live in jure and certain Hope of 
_ Glory : ln this Cale, Chritt himlelt. is the 
Object and Original of all nue Hope of Glo- 
ry ; But its Chriſt in the Soul, both in re{peCct 
of Union and Communion, that is the oft- 
ſpring of this Hope of Glory ; and Chriſt in us, 
becomes cur Hope of Giory two ways : By 
way of m—_ and by way of Evidence. 

(1.). By way of Influence, as when the Soul 
comes into the Body, it atwumates it, and by 
its influence cauſeth ſuch Motions as do aſflure 
the Mother that ſhe is quick with Child, and 
may live in Hope of being a glad Mother. So 
= Chriſt comes into the Soul by his Spirir, 
it {o influenccth the Soul, and changer 1 it, that 
thereby - the Soul comes to know and under- 
ſtand, that it is a member of Chriſt, and an 
Heir of Glory, and therefore lives i fare and 
certain Hope of Glory. 

(2.) By way of Evidence, the Spirit of 
Chriſt in the Soul, is the Souls Evidence for 
Heaven, and as preat an Evidence as can be 
had on this ide Heaven, Rem. 8.9. Ye are not 
im the Fleſh, but mn the Spirit, if ſo be the Spi- 
rit of Grd awell in you: Now if any Man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 1s none of his : You 
ſee, that the Spirit of Chriſt jn the Soul, doth 
Evidence the Souls Intereſt in Chriſt, and a(- 
fures it, that he is Chriſts, and Chriſt is his; 

and 
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and this Evidence is ſo Evident, that it fills the 
Soul with Hopes of Glory : The Soul thus ar- 
Sues with it felf, Chriſt in the Soul, 1s the 
Souls Hope of Glory : Now [| find Chriſt in my 
Soul, and therefore, Oh my Soul, live thou in 
{ure and certain Hope of Glory. 

Having now divided and unfolded the 
Words, 1 extract thence theſe two DoGtines, 


Doct. 1. That every true Chriſtian hath 
Chriſt within him. 

Dot. 2. /ts Chriſt within us, that is our 
Hopes of Glory. . 


1. Dott, Every ſincere Chriſtian hath Chrift 
within him, Fohn 14. 20. At that day, ye ſhall 
knew that I amin my Father, and you in me, 
and I in You, Gal. 2. 20. 1 live, w” rot 1, but 
Chriſt l:vethin me, 1 John 3. laſt. He that 
keepeth his Commandments dwelleth in him, 
and He in him: And hereby we know that be 
abidetis ta us, by the Spirit which he hath given 
#5. Rev. 3.20. If any Man hear my Voice 
and open the Door, I will come in to him. 

To prevent miſtakes, and clear up this 
great Truth, let us enquire how and in what 
Senſe this is to be underſtood? when and in 
what manner doth Chriſt take Poſſeſſion of the 
Hearts of his Ele ? why and for what cauſe 
and end is ir, that he abideth in them ? And 
how may we know the Spirit of Chriſt from 
the Spirit of Antichriſt ? 

Oueſt. 
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Queſt. 1. How, and in what ſenſe, is this 
D-oilrive to be underſtood? 

fHniw, 1. Negarively : It's not to be under- 
tood of his pzrional bodily Preſence, his 
Body is now a Glorifed Body and abideth 
in Heaven, and there. 13 to abide ?cill he 
come to Judginent. The Romaniſt tell us, 
that Sacramental bread 1s changed 1nto his 
Body, and after Conlecration, every Wafer 
is the Body cf Chriſt, and is not to beeat- 
en bnt to be {wallowed, and upon ſ{wal- 
lowing ir, Chriſt is-within them : but if Paul 
had been of their mind, he would not have 
tould us that after Conlecration it remains 
fill bread ; and thar it's bread that we eat, 
and not the very bucy of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 11. 
26. 27, And our lenles aflure ns it 1s bread, 
we lee, feel and taſte bread ; and yet they are 
fo tenſelets as they wil! not believe their own 
eyes. Noris it to be inderitood of the Pro- 
vidential prefence of Chriſt; it is rue, that 
Chriſt 1s with us by the' preſence of his Pro- 
vidence, - ordering our affairs, and diſpofing 
of us -2d our concerns according to the Coun- 
cel of his good Will and Pleaſure, but the 
In-beins here ipoken of is of another Na- 
tare; 'tnoretore | anſwer : 

2, ,thtreatively : Tha: it is to be under- 
ſtood of 1: 5nicitual preſence, viz. that Chriſt 
is in his Spc :ie, and inevery particular Mem- 
ber that belongs unto: him, by his Spirit and 
Grace, Rom. 8. 9, 10. If ary man have = 

tae 


The hope of Glory. 1: 
tre Spirit of Chriſt he 1s none his, a#d if that 
Chriſt be in you the body is dead becauſe of fin : 
viz, If by his Spirit he be in you. Ir im- 
piies the Miſtical union that is berwixt Chriſt 
and his Members. A Miltery that is roo won- 
derful to be made maviteit co Mortals : And 
it ſignifies to us our dependance upon Chriiſt 
for Light and Life : What the Soul is to the 
body, that Chrift is to the Soul, he abides in 
it by his {pirit to ſupply its needs: And is all 
in all to the Soul: And all things elle are juſt 
nothing to the Soul, for they can afford it no 
latisfaction, nor any one lupply of its needs : 
Alas, what relief can Honour or Riches altord 
a Chriſtle!s Soul ? none at al}: They oft prove 
ſnares to the Soul, but never give any ſuccour 
to it; but Chrift by his Spirit 1s in every true 
Chriſtian, and this is his Happineſs, and his 
nope of Glory. 

Queſt. 2. When and in what manner dotb 
Chriſt take poſſeſſion of the hearts of his E- 
let. 

Anſw. In this grzat tranlaction betwixt 
Chriſt and the Soul, ic is certain that Chriſt 
himſelf is the Author, and the Spirit his Agent, 
and his Word his ut1al and ordinary inſtru- 
ment, and Faith his appointed method and 
means, and the Work 1s waolly lupernataral : 
Bur the Modus res, the courle and order that 
the Spirit makes uſe of in this great affair, 
ics intricate, and hereby hath occaſioned 


ſome difference in the apprehenſions of. the 
Learned: 
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Learned :* In my weak Judgment they are 
in the right that diſtinguiſh betwixr, 

1. The qualifying Antecedents or Prerequi- 
fites, that di!þole, prepare and fit the Soul for 
ſo grear a Gueſt, viz. the Grace that Chriſt 
by his Spirit conveys into the Soul, in or- 
der to his entrance, called the firſt preventing 
Grac?2, this is the ſeed of Faith, and a holy 
principle of Life, Light and Love, infuſed in- 
to the Soul as a holy Root, and caule of all 
actual holineſs, and precedes jt, ard puts the 
Soul into a capacity to put forth future acts 
of holineſs : This initial holineſs ſanCtifes the 
Soul, and halloweth it, ang makes it meet for 
the indwelling of the holy Spirit: And till the 
Soul be thus teaſoned, | cannot lee how the 
Holy Ghoſt can cake up its Habitation init : 
What Communion can light have with dark- 
neſs. 

2. The conveying Concomitants that uſher 
Chriſt into the Soul, and accompany the 
polleſhon that the Spirit takes of the Soul, 
1s called {ub{equent Grace, or the Influence of 
the Spirit, cauſing the Soal freely to reduce 
the ſatd feed and principle into AR, and 
when it actually repents, and believes through 
grace received, then it is actually juſtified up- 
on the account of Chriſt's fatisfaCtorial merito- 
rious Righteouſneſs imputed to it, and receiv- - 
ed by Faith; and now being in a juſtified re- 
conciled Eſtate, is at that very fame Moment 
committed ro the Conduct of the holy Spi- 

rits 
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rit: And then and thus ir is that Chriſt takes 
poſſeſhon of the Souls of his Elect by his Spi- 
rit, and comes in to abide with them = 
ever: And thus a Soul becomes a Habitation of 
Chriſt through his Spirit, Ephe/. 2. laſt, and 
the Temple of God, 1 Cor. 3. 16. And Chriſt 
tis ſaid to dwell in the heart by Faith, Ephef. 
3. I7, x 
Queſt. 3. The 3d. Oueſtion is, Why and 
for what cauſe or end doth Chriſt by his Spis 
rit abide and awell in his People ? 

Anſw. For leveral Realons, and upon ſeve- 
ral gracious defigns : As, 

1. As he is Captain of their Salvation, and 
engaged to defend and ſecure them . againſt 
all oppoſition : He fought our our Salvation, 
and obtained it by Conqueſt, and he main- 
tains it alſo by Conqueſt : The World, the 
Devil and the Fleſh, are the profeſſed Ene. 
of Chriſt and all his Subjects, and ſtand up 
in oppolition againſt his Kingdom, and ſeek 
to Damn thoſe that he {eeks ro Save, and of 
whole Salvation he is the Captain: And as the 
Captain of their Salvation he abides inthem 
to protect them : It's for his honour and 1n- 
tereſt to ſafeguard them againſt his and their 
Enemies: And his abode in them for this end 
and parpoſe, is their ſafety. The Caprain of 
their Salvation is not only in Heaven perlo- 
nally, but in their hearts Spiritually, co be 
ready at hand in all their dangers to look at- 
ter them, and to aid and defend them : It's 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt in us that is our hope of Glory, for 
his abode in us is our {ecurity from all pe- 
ril and danger. 

2. As he is Conſummator of. the Work of 
Grace that 1s begun in their Souls: He is 
not only the Author but the finiſher of the Faith, 
Heb. 12.2. And the work that he hath be. 
gun, he will psrform, that is, he will finiſh 
it, Co/. 1.6, He 1s both able and. willing to 
finiſh ir, and is al!o refolved and engaged to 
finithi jc, and is in them for this end and pur- 
pole ro carry on his wosk of Grace in their 
Souls from one degree to another, till it have 
attained it's gradual perfection, and be con- 
ſummated in Glory: _ Our hearts are like 
Watches, many times out of order, and he ſets 
his Spirit in us to keep our hearts in order : 
To lee how they go, and to keep them in 
repair : It's our duty, I confeſs, to tend our 
hearts dilligently, but we are lo remils in 
our Daty that if Chriſt did not look after 
us betrer than we our felves, we ſhould un- 
do our elves, and be undone by the Deceit- 
fulneis of our own hearts. 

3. As he is Comforter, and the only Com- 
forier of a comfortleſs Soul : The People of 
God are.oft in a drooping and dejected Con- 
dition, caſt down with a deep ſenle of Sin 
and {1ght of wrath : Unbelief oft prevails, and 
Satan is ſuch an Enemy to their welfare, 


that when he cannot keep them from Grace, 
he 
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he will do all that he canto keep them from 
Comfort; But Chriſt abides in their hearts 
by his Spirit the Comforter, to dilperle the 
Clouds of carnal dilcouragements that dark- 
en the Comforts of their Souls, and to mi. 
niſter Comfort ſealonably to them, 7ohn, 14. 
16. He will ove you another Conforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever. And v.-17. 
He dwelleth in you, and ſhall be in you. 1 will 
not leave you Comfortleſs, q.d. 1 know you 
will meet with many dilcomforts in this 
troubleſom World, but I will not leave you 
Comfortleſs, but will come and abide in you 
by my Spirit, on purpoſe to ſupport you an- 
der your diſcomforts, and to remove the cau- 
ſes of them z and to fill your hearts with the 
{weet Comforts of my Spirit: He is the 
Comforter, when none can Comfort he can 
Comfort. Others may {peak Comfortably to 
you, but yet fail in giving any Comfort to 
ou: But he is the Comforter that never 

ails in giving Comfort, and he ſhall abide 
in you for your Comforter. You will not 
only meet with Dilcomforts from your fins, 
but from ſinners, they will be pouring con- 
tempt upon you, and reproacaing and per- 
ſecuting you; and from your ſeeming friends, 
they will prove falſe-hearced and deceitful ; 
bnt be of good Chear, you have a Comfor- 
ter alway at hand, and his Comforts are the 
beſt of Comforts, the ſweeteſt, and moſt 
latisfactory Comforts: They are Comforts 
that 
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that delight the Soul with joys unſpeakable 
and full of Glory : And now you fee that 
the indwelling of Chriſt in your Souls is for 
your great advantage : Chriſt in you 1s your 
help in all ditficulc cafes here, and your 
hope of Glory hereafter. 


4. As he 1s Counſellor, and the beſt of Coun-' 


ſellors: The P=ople of God meet oft with ſuch 
windings and rurnings in the dilpenſarions of 
Gods Providences towards them, as put them 
to a ſtand, that they know not what+to do, 
and which way to rake; but Chriſt by his 
Spirit abides in them, to guide, counſel and 
direct them in all ſuch difficult cafes. 1/z. 11. 
2, The Spirit of Chriſt is called a Spirit of 
Countel, and Wiſdom ; So that he that hath 
the Spirit in him, finds afſiſtance in many in- 
tricate caſes from the Counſel of his Spirit, 
whereby they are guided ſometimes ſtrangely, 
and directed by ſpecial Providence to their 
creat advantage. How was Toſeph in Egypr, 
enabled by the Spiric of God, to wind him- 
ſelf out of one trouble after another ? 

Qneit. The 4th. and laſt queſtion is, How 
may we hnow the Spirit of Chriſt from the 
ſpirit of Satan, or of Antichriſt ? 

[ln Anlwer to this queſtion, I will give you 
both the Reaſons of the queſtion, and the Re- 
folution of it. 

(1.) The realons of the queſtion: Ihave put 
this queſtion for theſe reatons. | 

1. Becaute of the prediction ſpoken of, 

1 Timm, 


— 


The Hope of Glory. 17 


1 Tim. 4. 1. In the latter times, there ſhall 
be Takin Spirits Yea, in Payls time Sat ar 
transformed himſelf into an Angel of Light. 
2 Cor: +11. 14." and there. were falle Apoiiles 
that boatted of the Spirit, and deceived ma- 
ny. F-.31 | 

of Becauſe of the precept we all lie un- 
der of trying'the Spirit, 1 John 4. 1. which 
implies that- there. are evil Spirits chat 50 un- 
der: the Name :of the Spirit of Chriff and 
therefore. we are Commanded to try - ie Spi- 
rits, leſt we take falle Spirits for ine true 
"_ 

Becaute of the Pretences of m-ny in our 
Sow to the Spirit of Chrift, who certainly 
have not the Spirit, There is a Generation 
of men amongſt us, that rell us, thar Chriſt 
Is in. them, aud that they act and {peak by 
the Spirit, and that all others befides them- 
ſelves, are led by the Devil, and .:n the 
Road-way to Deſtruttiou : Now for theſe 
realons, 1 have put it ro the Queſtion, How 
the Spirit of Chriit may be known from the 


Spirit of Error, And, 


( 2.) The Rcetolution of the Queltion, is 
ealie. 
For the Spirit of Chrift, is known Þ+ its Na- 


|\tuxe and by its Nerture. 


1. By its Nature: It's a Holy Spirit, and 


\Rerefore called the Holy Choſt ; they then 


B that 
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that are carnal and ſenſual, have not the Spi- 
rit, Jude 19. And the Spirit of God is a 
humble and meek Spirit, they then that are 
haughty and lofty, and deſpite and contemn | 1 
the Righteous, they want the Spirit. _ 
2. By its Nurture, ic Nurtures and: trains | 
up the Soul in the fear of God, ands.in the ( 
Faith of the Goſpel, John 16. *1 5. When ' 
the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you 
into all truth : That Spirit then that leads 
men into Errour cannot be the Spirit of God : | * 
Now that Spirit that cries down Chriſts Or- F- 
C 
{ 


dinances, and his Ambaſſadors, leads into Er- 
rour: The Word of God is the Dictates of 
the Spirit and the Standard of Truth, and that 
Spirit that contradicts the written Word, C 
cannot be the Spirit of Chriſt, for the Spi-| © 
rit of Chriſt cannot Contradict it ſelf, in con- 

tradicting any one part of that word that al 
it was dictator of : You muſt then judge of h 
the Spirit by the Word : That Spirit that dothſ ©: 
not train up, conduct and lead according to 
the Scriptures, is a falle Spirit, 1/a. $. 20. / 
they ſpeak not according to this word, it i 
becauſe there is no light in them. Gal. 1.8 
9. Suchas preach another Goſpel are accur 
fed : And tuch as preach contrary to the Gol: 
pel, ſet up another Goſpel. Thus far I have 
{poke to the DoCtrinal part, now let us prc 


] 
ſafe 
rilo 
of | 

I 


ceed to the practical part of 'the Doctrine j924 
Is the Spirit of Chriſt in every ſincere Chr 
ſtian? Then, [ 


-[T1ed 
2 
I. V/ 
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1 Vſe, Shall be of Terror to ſuch as live 


*” | without Chriſt in the World, be they pro. 
i phane Perlons, or Profeſſors. God hath pro. 
1n | vided an altufficient Saviour for us, that can 

fave to the utmoſt, and there is no Salya- 


tion in any other Perton or thing to be ex- 
pected : And -none can be ſaved by him but 
ſuch as receive and admit him into their 
hearts by Faith; and how few are they rhar 
have Chrift in them? Oh you that do muke 
| | account ro be ſaved by Chriſt at death, and 
"F yet ſhut your hearts againſt Chrift, and have 
| not embraced him as freely offered in the 
c| Golpel, know, that you do batdeceive your 
ſelves: If you keep Chriſt out of your hearts, 
rg, | Chriſt will keep you out of Heaven, A 
ji.1 Chriſtleſs Soul is a wretched Soul: Oh now 
P {| whilſt it is (aid to day, it concerns you above 
hat} all things in the World to conſider your 
(| danger, the dreadfulnels of your danger, and 
phe deſperate Madnels of ſuch as {it down 
contented under their danger. I pray you 
> 140 conſider, 

( 1. ) Your Danger. 

If Chriſt be nor in you, you cannot be in 
ſafety: Your condition muſt needs be a pe- 
Gofjfilous condition, you ſtand upon the Margin 
of Death and Deſtruction. For, 

1. You are ynder the Captivicy of Satan, 
and in the ſnares of the Devil, and are car- 
ried Captive by him ar his will and plealure. 
2 Tim. 2, laſt ; Satan poſſeſſes the Soul of all 

B 2 


that 


: 
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that continue in the ſtate of Nature, 't1] Chriſt 
comes and diſpollefſeth hit. EFph, 2. 2, Sa- | 
tan is the Spirit that worketh in the Children : 
of Diſobedience + And you are the Children | 
of Diſobedience, and dilobey the Calls of þ | 
the Golpel,and the Commands of Chriſt in the } | 
Goſpel : He Commands you to b<lieve, and 
to repent, and to obey his Goſpel, bur you} 
dilobey him, and therefore the Spirit that} | 
dwells in you 1s Satan ; and it's he that works} { 
in you; and Oh what fad work doth he} 1 
make with your precious Souls! how doth} 1 
he inſnare and enflave them: what Tyranny! « 
doth he exerciſe on them ! it's high time; 1 

C 

L 

0 


for you to conlider it. ; 
2. You are under the Curſe of the Law;! 
and uncer the Condemnation of the Goſlpel,| 
and therefore you are in as much danger off t! 
Damnation, as a condemned Perlon is of Exe-| r 
cution: Oh what dreadful Curſes are the} / 
Curſes of God, and how certain in the Exe < 
cution, 'f Repentance do not intervene !} n: 
And thele Carles of God hang over your heads tc 
like a Hurricane or violent Tempeſ, that i b 
ready to fall down upon you: There is & 8: 
Curſe upony our Bleſſings, a Curle upon youll :g' 
bodies : A Curſe upon your ſubſtance, and 4 E 
Curle upon your Soul : And if this Curſe be E 
nor removed, it will certainly fight upoy 4 
you: Your fins will find you out, ſurely they bt 
you are in a Now Conlider, all 


(2.) Thy 1 


oth | 


"2 
1A 
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( 2.) The Dreadfulnels of this danger that 
you 2re under. 

Ti: greatneſs of this danger lies in theſe 
inſtances : I will lay them before you in cou- 
ples for the help of your Vemories : The 
dreadfulneſs of this your danger lies in 

i. The Unavoidablenetſs and Univeriality 
of this danger. (1.} It's an unavoidab'- can- 
ger. 1 mean, under your Gircumſtanc-s ( re- 
bus fic ſiantibus) as the cale is now with 
you. A man may. be in danger, and he 
may foreſee it, and avoid it : Dazid4 was in 
danger of Sau/, and hid himſelf in a cave and 
lo avoided ic : But in the caſe you are in, the 
danger is unavoidaile ; not that ic is fo in it (elf, 
but you make it ſo to your elves; there is 
one way, and but one way to avoid it, and 
this way is by Chriſt: Now this way you 
reject, and how can ye eſcape if ye neglett 
ſo great Salvation ? It's impollible for you to 
Eicape any other way, and this way. you do 
not, and will not be perſwaded ro take, and 


| fo £9 about to make your danger unavoida- 


ble. (2.) Its an univerſal danger, a dan- 
ger of a vaſt extent, your [| All J is in dan- 
ger ; your leſſer and greater Concerns, your 
Eſtates, your Lives, your Bodies and Souls : 
Your All is under a Curſe, and therefore your 
All is in danger, and 1s it no. time to look a- 
boat you when fire is got ia the thatch, and 


all your goods are i: danger, how are 


vgu Concerned! your caſe is much worle, 
B 3 your 
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your danger far greater, and will you be un- 
concerned ? 

2. The Dreadfulneſs of your dauger lies 
in the Proximity and Perpetuity of the Evils 
you ſtand in danger of. ( 1. ) In their Prox- 
imity. The Judge ſtands at the deor, your 
danger is not a remote but a preſent dan- 


ger, you are now and alway in danger, you | 


may loſe your Souls in a minute ; you kfyw 


the uncertainty of Life, that it is but a Va-| 


pour, a Bubble, that may burſt and vaniſh in a 
moment : So that upon this account you are 


daily and conſtantly in danger: Now Life| 


1s {o uncertain, that in Temporal matters you 
will tecure your ſelves becauſe all men are 
mortal, and will you run ſuch a hazzard as 
we are now {peaking of, and not ſtudy your 


{afety ? will you be penny wiſe and pound} 
fooliſh? ſecure a little Siver, and let your} 


S 11s lie in ſuch danger? (2) In their Per- 
petuity, the danger is not only preſent, but 
the evils you ſtand in danger of are ever- 
laſting: You are in danger to loſe your 
Souls, and to loſe Heaven, and theſe are 
irrevocable loſſes, and ſuch loſſes as willre- 
main to all eternity ; and your are in danger of 
Hell and of eternal Death, and if the danger be 
not removed, but it once overtake you, and 
you fall into it, you are utrerly undone for 
ever. Your eternal State will be wofully 


| 


| 


; 


Wretched and miſerable, and will ye not 


make your eſcape from everlafting Wo! 
Oh dreadful ! 3. The 


et 


| 


? 
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3- The Dreadfulneſs of your danger lies 
in the Certainty and Senſeleſneſs of your dan- 
er. (1.) In the Certainty of it, there are 
Ctitious dangers, feigned; but your danger 
is certain, as {ure as the Sun is in the Fir. 
mament, ſo {ſure 1s it that you are in ex- 
tream danger : I confeſs many a Child of God 
think they are in their dangers, and in them 
Ws only imaginary ; but you thatlive without 
Chriſt are certainly in danger : I have prov- 
ed it to you out of Gods Word, and it's as 
certain as Death it felf is, or as Judgment 
is, and you will find it ſo in the end. (2.) In 


| the Senſleſneſs of it: This Conſammates the 
| dreadfulnels of your , danger, you do not 


ſee, nor will you be brought to believe 
your own danger; you are told oft, and 
it is proved to you out of the infal- 
lible Word of God, and yet you will not 


{ be convinced of it : The conſideration of this, 
'| brought Tears from the on of Paul, Phil, 


3. 18. He could not ſpeak of it with dry eyes ; 
thar men ſhould be fo + ſtupid, as to conti- 
nue their Emnity againſt Chriſt and Chriſti- 
anity, when the end thereof is deſtruction, 
and cannot be made apprehenſive of their 
own dreadful danger. There is no hope of 
Glory for ſuch as have not Chriſt in them, 
and yet thouſands that have not Chriſt in 
in them hope for Glory in a Chriſtleſs con- 
dition, and conclude that they are ſafe and 
out of all danger, and will not be perſwaded 

B 4 other- 
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your danger far greater, and will you be un- 


concerned ? | 
2. The Dreadfulneſs of your dauger lies 


iv the Proximity and Perpetuity of the Evils | 


you ſtand in danger of. ( 1. ) In their Prox- 


imity. The Judge ſtands at the door, your} 


danger is not a remote but a prelent dan- 
ger, you are now and alway in danger, you 
may loſe your Souls in a minute ; you kfyw 
the uncertainty of Life, thar it is but a Va- 
pour, a Bubble, that may burſt and vaniſh in a 
moment : So that upon this account you are 
daily and conſtantly in danger : Now Life 
1s {o uncertain, thatin Temporal matters you 
will tecure your felves becauſe all men are 
mortal, and will you run ſuch a hazzard as 
we are now ſpeaking of, and not ſtudy your 
ſafety ? will you be penny wiſe and pound 


fooliſh? ſecure a little Siver, and let your 


S-1!s lie in ſuch danger? (2) In their Per- 
petuity, the danger is not only preſent, but 
the evils you ſtand in danger of are ever- 
laſting: You are in danger to loſe your 
Souls, and to loſe Heaven, and theſe are 
irrevocable loſſes, and ſuch loſſes as willre- 
main to all eternity ; and your are in danger of 
Hell and of eternal Death, and if the danger be 
not removed, but it once overtake you, and 
you fall into it, you are utrerly undone for 
ever. Your eternal State will be wofully 


| 


II 


Wretched and miſerable, and will ye not 


make your eſcape from everlafting Wo! 
Oh dreadful ! 3. The 
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3- The Dreadfulneſs of your danger lies 
in the Certainty and Senſelelneſs of your dan- 
er. (1.) In the Certainty of it, there are 
Ctitious dangers, feigned; but your danger 
is certain, as ſure as the Sun is in the Fir. 
mament, ſo ſure is it that you are in ex- 
tream danger : I confeſs many a Child of God 
think they are in their dangers, and in them 


ws only imaginary ; but you thatlive without 


Chriſt are certainly in danger : I have prov- 
ed it fo you out of Gods Word, and it*s as 
certain as Death it ſelf is, or as Judgment 
is, and you will find it ſo in the end. (2.) In 
the Senſleſneſs of it: This Conlummares the 
dreadfulneſs of your , danger, you do not 
ſee, nor will you be brought to believe 
your own danger; you are told oft, and 
it is proved to you out of the infal- 
lible Word of God, and yet you will not 


| be convinced of it ; The conſideration of this, 
'F brought Tears from the 


_ of Paul, Phil, 
3. 18. He could not ſpeak of it with dry eyes ; 
thar men ſhould be fo: ſtupid, as to conti- 
nue their Emnity againſt Chriſt and Chriſti- 
anity, when the end thereof is deſtruction, 
and cannot be made apprehenſive of their 
own dreadful danger. There is no hope of 
Glory for ſuch as have not Chriſt in them, 
and yet thouſands that have not Chriſt in 
in them hope for Glory in a Chriſtleſs con- 
dition, and conclude that they are ſafe and 


out of all danger, and will not be perſwaded 
B 4 other- 
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otherwiſe. This, this Beloved fixeth you tg 
your dangerous Eſtate, ye 'are in great dan- 
ger, and like to continue fo, becaule you will 
not yield that you are in any danger. Now 
conſider, 

2/y. The deſperate Madneſs of fitting down 
contented under this dreadful danger. 

You have heard your Danger, and the dread- 
ſulnets of your danger ; and now 1f you concern 
not your { Ives abon: petting out of this dan- 
ger, [| muſt lay to da as Paul did to the Ca- 
lathians, Gal. 3- 1, O fooliſh Galath:ans, who 
hath be ror ip Surely ye are infatuated, 
beforred Fools, defperace Mad-men ; the 
World aud the Devil have bewitched you, 
Aſt. 3,7. Many came to Johns Baptiim, con- 
felling their Sins and pretending amendment 3 
and amongſt other many Ph.rriſces and Saddu- 
ces, and 7ohn {aid unto them, O Generation 
of i 1pers, 19 hath warned yout to fliie from the 
mrath tocome? q. d, Its cercain, that there 
iS a ar2adful wrath :» come, and tnat all that are 
under the guile of their Sins are in danger of 
i:, and that it's their great concern to flie with 
ipeed 214 haſt from the wrath ro come. And 
_ Phariſees tem to be aware of this, and 


come, bur will oh pare Wit ich your*Sins; if 
Vou word my 7e the danger you are under, 


it has & H - oh inc L do REPEC can Ce, 41 2nd nor by 
Ter Repenratc=, you muſt bring forth 
3 Pals r1 for Rerent.nc2, Oh cunſider, whar 


deiperate 
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deſperate madneſs it is for Sinners to ſtand in 
danger of the wrath to come, and yet to fir 
down under this danger, and not flie from the 
wrath to come, and ule their utmoſt endea- 
vours to make their elcape! would you not 
account that Man a Mad-man, that having run 
himlelf into fome unleen danger, and is called 
to by others that ſee and know his IJanger ; 
Friend, Friend, ſtay, turn back or you are a 
Sone man; yet takes no warning, but runs 
headlong upon his own ruine: This is your 
Caſe, God and Man call' to you, Turn ye, 
Tus ye, why will ye die ? The way you arein 
leads to Hell and DeſtruQtion, haſten out of it 
or you are undone for ever : And ye will take 
no warning, but run on in your telf-deſiructive 
Courtes: Now you are told of your Danger, 
of the dreadfulnels of ir, and of the deſperate 
Madnels of ſuch asfit down contentedly under 
this danger. And now what will you do? 
what do you relolve upon in this Cale ? what 
will ye do as ye do, and be as you are, and 
ſtand to the venture ? God forbid, chat the 
Devil ſhould ſo befot you: What in danger, 
and in ſo rear danger, and will you continue 
in it, = t1ke no warnins ? Oh far be it from 
you: {1 am loth to leave you unconvinced, 
me my Sp entreat you ſeriouſly to conſider, 
Vhat an Uncharitable thing it is, and 
how unreaionable in you, to ſtop your Ears un- 
der this preſent warning : How far is it below 
Men of common underſtanding, how unmanly 
a 
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a part, to refuſe ſuch Counſel as ſo much con- 
cerns your own Intereſt : Is it not to aCt like 
an Ideot, or a Frantick Perlon, that regard no 
advice for their own good ? What, is it not 
your own concern, your greateſt concern ? 
And will you be uncharitable to your ſelves ? 
Will you al againſt your own Welfare ? 
Will you ſhew no Charity to your Selves ? 
Have ye no Love for your own Souls ? Will 
ye not be dillwaded from deſtroying your 
telves ? 

2. What an unaccountable thing it is! How 
unexcuſable ! What can you ſay for your (elves, 
when Chriſt ſhall charge it upon you at the 
grear day ? When he thall ſay, Were not ye 
warned by ſuch and ſuch? Such a time, and 
ſach a time ? Why did you not take warving ? 
What Plea can you make ? ſurely none! And 
will you turn your back upon Counſel, when 
you have nothing to lay againſt it? will you 
condemn your ſelves in the things you allow ? 

3. Whar an unkind, ungrateful and unſuf- 
ferable a thing it is ? Roz. 2. 4, 5. Deſpiſeſt 
tho the Riches of bis Goodneſs : Its a Mercy, 
and a rich Mercy in God to acquaint you with 
your- danger, and to call upon you to make 
your eſcape, and to ſhew you the City of Re- 
fuge, where you may live in Safety, viz. 
Chriſt Jelus. And what a fleighc do you put 
upon his Mercy ? What an abuſe upon his 
Goodneſs ? Do ye thus requite the Lord? Is it fair 


betwixt Man and Man, to take advice and 
have 
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have good advice given, and to turn the back 
upon it ? do you not in {och a Cale uſe to ſay, 
I will be no more concerned with {ach a Man, 
he is uncounſellable : And may not God juſtly 
deal io with you, and ſay, there is no good 
to be done with ſuch and ſuch, they will not be 
counſelled ; - I'll be no more concerned with 
them ? Oh my Wordlet them alone, and thou 
my Spirit let them alone! And if you 'bring 
the matter to this paſs, then there is no help 
ſoryou; ye are loſt Creatures, and will periſh 
in your Sins. 

2. Vſe, Of Tryal: Examine your ſelves 
whether you be in the Faith, prove your own 
ſelves, know ye not that Chriſt is in you, ex- 
cept ye be Reprobates? 2 Cor. 13. 5. It highly 
concerns us all to turn our Eyes inward, and 
to make a diligent InſpeQtion into our ſelves, 
to ſee how matters ſtand betwixt God and 
our Souls in this great Point : Whether we 
lie under the aforeſaid danger, or have made 
our eſcape out of it: the Determination of this 
depends upon the indwelling of Chriſt in the 
Soul : Let ns then put it to the Queſtion, Is 
Chriſt in us' or no? And if we would fatisfie 
our ſelves herein, we muſt ſearch, 

1. What Freedoms we enjoy (by Chriſt 
his in-being ) in our ſelves, 2 Cor. 3. 17. 
Where the Spirit of God is, there is Liberty : If 
Chriſt be in us by his Spirit, he hath ſet our 
Souls at Liberty. There is a fort of Liberty 
peculiar to the People of God, Fohn 8. 36. if 

the 
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the S"n make you free, ye ſhall. be free indeed. 
This Freedom is Demonſtrative that Chriſt is 
in us, and by his Spirit hath ſet us free, Now 
there is a twofold Freedom that the Spirit 
gives toall in whom it dwells, v:z, Freedom 
of 5pcech, and Freedom of Spirit, (1.) Free- 
doin of Speech, whereby etpecially in Secret 
they are cnabled to pour out the delires of their 
Souls unto rhe Lord with much enlargednels of 
Hearr, I fay, eſpecially in Secret, to diſtin- 
guiſh theſe enlargements from enlargements 
in Publick Exerciles, drawn out by outward 
incouragements, ... A Hypocrite praying in his 
Family, or wich the Church, whereof he is a 
Member, for Oſtentation ſake, and Aﬀettation 
of applauie, puts forth his Parts tothe utmoſt, 
and is of: much enlarged : But he is ſeldom in 
Clofer Prayer,- and - commonly flat and with 
little Liſs ; but the Children of. God find their 
Secret Eniargements exceed their Publick En- 
largements: It's in Secret that Chriſt and his 
Spoate have the {weeteſt embraces. 

(2.) Freedom of Spirit, . viz. From the 
Bongage of Sin, and Captivity of Satan, Roy. 
8.9.: Tear: nt inthe Fleſh, — if the Spirit awell 
272 yout ; thatis, ye are not ina Carnal Eſtate, 
and unit! che Dominion of the Fleſh ; the Spi- 
rir of God ts a pureand Powerful Spirit, and 
witl avercome the Fleſh, and keep it in Subje- 
Etion ; that though Sin remain, yer it doth not 
Reigu: Ics a ſubdued Rebel, and kept under 
by the Spirir, yer will be raifing up new Re- 

bellions 
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bellions in the Soul : The'Fleſh wil! be Luſting 
againſt the Spirir, but in the main the Spirit 1s 
the prevailing Principle, and doth enable the 
Soul more and mort to' die unto Sin, and live 
to Righteouſneſs. 

2ly. Whar Fellowſhip we have with Chriſt 
in his Ordinances : ' The ii#tural Man hath no 
Fellowſhip wtth Chriſt in-his' Ordinances, byt 
the Children of God have..:Men in the State'of 
Nature are Strangers to Communion with God, 
Pſal. 94. 20.' Shall the Throne” of 12iquity have 
Fellonſhip with thee ? *No,.'no, They have no 
Fellowſhip with" thee : 1 Folm 1. 6. If we ſay 
we have Fellowſhip with hint,' and walk in dark- 
neſs, welie : Such as have Fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of Darkneſs, have no Fellow- 
ſhip with Chrift :  But-it's the Privil=dge of 
the Children of God to live in Fellowſhip: with 
the Trinity, 1 John 1. 3. Traely our Fellow- 
ſhip is with the Father - and the Son: 1s an At- 
fertion with an Alleyeration, Chriſtians are'no 
looner Effectually called, bur they are admit- 
red into this Feilowlhip, 1 Cor. 1.9. God is 
Faithful by whom we were called unto th: Fellow- 
(hip of his Son Feſus Chriſt our Lerd, Chriſt 
dwelling in the Soul doth veritie the Truth of 
this; can Chriſt and a Clhiriitian live together, 
and not have Communion together ? No, if 
Chriſt be in us, cGtere will be Communion be- 
twixt Chriſt and Us. And this Communion 
is a Manifeſtation of his abode in us: Now 
then let us examine our lelves hereby, do we 


Expe- 
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experimentally know what this Miſtery of 
Communion betwixt Chriſt and the Soul mean. 
eth? Do we feel and find ic inour lelves ? 
Have we a Receptive Participation from God 
in our ſelves, that Dilates, Revives, and Re- 
freſheth the Soul, above what any ſenſible ſub- 
lunary thing doth or can do; and leaves be- 
hind it a reliſh which raiſeth in us a fingular 
Love to and Delight in the Ordinances ? how 
Familiarly doth God lometimes carry it to- 
wards his People ! he takes them into his Ban- 
gy Irs and his Banner over them 1s 

ove, he Dandles them upon his Knees, 
embraceth them in the Arms of his Love, and 
{peaks comfortably to them; ſometimes he 
gives in {ach a Senſe of Sin, as makes them 
weep with Grief and Godly Sorrow, and dil- 
ſolves their Souls into Penitential Tears : And 
ſometimes ſuch a fightof Grace, and ſuch fymp- 
toms of Love, as makes them weep for Joy 
and Solace : If it hath been thus with us at 
any time, ir proceeds from the influence of the 
Spirit in us, and is demonitrative of the Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt in our Souls ? 

3ly. Whar firſt Fruics of the Spirit is there 
in us? A natural Heart is barren ground, deſti- 
tute of che Fruits of the Spirit; but when Chriſt 
comes inco the Soul, he changeth the Soil and 
makes ir fruitful; And all the good Fruit that 


it brings forth, are the Fruits of the Spirit, and 


diſcover the State of the Soul, and declare 


the goodneſs of the Tree ; Now the Fruits > 
the 
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the Spirit are divided into Firft-Fruits and Aﬀter- 
Fruits. Though the Graces of the Spirit are 
linkr together, and are all i» ſemine, in the 
Seed, inthe Soul of a Child of God; yet ſome 
of thele Seeds ſpring up before others, and are 
called the Firſt-Fruirs of the Spirit, Rom. 8. 23. 
We our felves have the firſt Fruits of the Spirit. 
Though the Spirit it {elf be the firſt Fruit of 
Glory, yet here ſomething more muſi be un- 
derſtood than the Spirit it ſelf, becauſe he 
ſpeaks not of the firft Fruit of Glory in the 
ſingular number, but of the firſt Fruits of the 
Spirit in the Plural number; and therefore 
the frſt Fruits. of the Spirit muſt be underſtood 
of ſuch Fruirs as the Spirit caules-to ſpring up 
in the Soul, and there make the firſt vilible 
Appearance, ſuch as ſaving Knowledge, Evan- 
gelical Repentance, Faith and Love: Theſe 


| twolaſt include the two firſt , for there is no true 


Repentance without Faich, nor any true Love 
without Light to diſcover the Lovelineſs of 
the Object : Therefore I'll confine my elf at 
this Time to the two firſt Fruits of ſaving Faith 
in, and fincere Love to Chriſt Jelus our Lord. 
Let us Examine then, 

(1.) Our Faith, whether it be ſaving Faith. 
This is the uniting Grace, that knits Chriſt and 
the Soul together ; and all that truely believe 
ſhall be faved: For ſaving Faith, though it 
may be fhaken, yet it cannot be loſt and ex- 
tinguiſhed :. It's a ſpark that never goes out, 


| a durable Dye that cannot be waſhed away. 


And 


J2 Chriſt in us, 
And if we have any Faith. ( though in theleaſt 


Degree ) thart is of a ſaving Nature, then for 
ſure Chriſt is in us, aad we may Hope for 


Glory. Now Paul tells us, Heb. 11. 1, 2. 


what this Faith is ; he doth nort define it, bur 
deſcribe it, by irs Excellency and Efficacy. 


(1r.) By its Excellency, 1s the Subſt ance of 


"thin#s Hloped for, The Word uma is a 
Word of that force that no Language can fully 


exprets: It's uled in Heb. 3. 14. and: there | 


Tranſlated Confidence: Faith #3 a® Confident 
arnd'ſtedfaſt Expettation of Things promajed - [t 
apprehends the Promile and adheres to it, and 
allares the Soul of the Accompliſhmenr of ic, 
and-'cauſeth the Soul to live in Expectation 
thereof: It realizeth the Promiſes! and ſhews 
the. Soul how {ubſiancial they -are; that the 
things promited are no T rifles or feigned things, 
but things of Subſtance, weight and worth, 
really lubſſting, and certainly to be enjoyed, 
and enables the Soul confidently ro expect 
them :. Thus it's. the Subſtance of the chings 
Hoped for. And it's the Evidence of things 
not ſeen, Things not {-en, either becauic fu- 
ture, or becauſe inviſible, Faith repreſents to 
the Mind as ſure and certain. ' The Eye of 
Faith beholds Chriſt with all his Eccllencies, 
the Immortality of the Soul, and the Glory of 
Heaven, as evidently as the Eve of the Body 
doth viſible things. Now let us reduce this 
-to practice ; can we experimentaily ſubſcribe 
to this Deſcription of: Faith ? Do we lee a rea- 

lity 


——w—._,,.,,-— CO" 


"0", "OE 


m—_ a A, A ca A. a. PE 


pn my Ay 


The Hope of Glory. 33 


lity in the unleea things - »* 45 evident to 
our Souls that God is the- '1ef Goud, and 
Chriit the founain of ve, and chief of 
ten Thouſands, and that atl his promiſes are 
certain and infaliible, and do we depend up- 
on them, and live'in {are 3nd certain Hope 


\ of the accompliſhmear of ch--ua ? then we have 


the faith which is called the Faith of the E- 
lect, Tt. 1. 1. becaule it's peculiar to them, . 


| and to none but them. Yer 'carther, Paul 


here detcribes faith not only by its Excellency, 
but allo by its Efhicacy. 

2, By its Efficacy. v. 2. By it the Elders 
obtained a good report, and they are famous to 
this day, for the Teſtimony that God gives 
of the etficacy of their faith: Faith wrought 
in them ſuch works as were ſuch evidences 
of the Truth of their Faith, It's their works 
of Faich that makes their memory fo Ho- 
nourable. Faith without works ( laith Fames ) 
is dead, it js of no more worth than a dead 
Dog. It's our works that do ihew what onr 
faich is, A working Faith is a laving Faith : 
Let us then examine our Faith by our works 
are our works the works of Faich ? do we 
pray in Faith, and hear in Faith, and live by 
Faith ? thus much for the Trial of -our ſa- 
ving Faith : Come we to oar Love, let us 2x- 


'amine 


2. Our Love to Chriſt, whether it be ſia- 
cere, 1 John 4. 16. He that dwelleth in Love, 
dwelleth in God, and God in him, True Love 

C you 
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you ſee is demonſtrative of Gods dwelling by 
his Spirit in the Soul: Let ns then try our 
Love, ( 1.) By its Meaſure. Do we love 
Chriſt moſt and beſt? We love many Crea- 
tures, and it*s allowed us ; Parents are to love 
their Chidren, and Husbands their Wives, 
but what is it that lies next our hearts, and 
hath the largeſt meaſure of our Love ?*1 am 
ſure Chriſt deſerves moſt lave from us, for 
he hath done moſt for bn a do we Love 
him above all? is Chriſt a Rearl in our Eyes? 
can we {ay with the Spouſe, in our. Eyes he 


is altogether Lovely ? we have other Loves, | 
but none that lies 1o near our Hearts as Chriſt ; | 


he is our Beloved, and our beſt Beloved. 
( 2.) By the Motive that moves us ſo to love 
Chriſt. What is it that hath ſo endeared us 


to Chriſt ? is it the gain we expett from 6; 


him, or the good we lee in him ? Carr. 5. 
"3o. The Charch profeſſleth much Love 
to Chriſt, and tells the cauſe thereof, it was 
the Beauty and Excellency of Chriſt that 
had gained her heart, this was the attra- 
Clive of her Love; is it ſo with us? 1s it 
Chriits Love to Souls, and his Lovelineſs, that 
draws out your Love towards him? Then 
there is ſincerity and no: ſelfiſhnels in your 
Love to Chriſt. (3.) By the Might and 
ſtrength of your Love to Chtiſt; Love. is 
of a conſtriuning Nature, 2 Cor. 5. 14. Now 


do you find your Love to Chriſt . conſtrain þ, 


you ? dath it conſtrain you- to vindicate the 
Honour 
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Honour of Chriſt, againſt all that caſt open 
contempt upon him ? doth it conſtrain you to 
value the Ordinances above worldly wealth 
and dignity ? doth it confrrain you to venture 
all for Chriſt in ſuffering and trying times? doth 
it conſtrain you to avoid every thing ( as far 
| as you can) that is offenſive to Chriſt ? what 
influence hath your Love to Chriſt upon your 
| Hearts and Lives? doth it conſtrain you to 
| carry it dutifully rowards Chriſt, and 1o caſt 
oft your beloved Luſts becaate they diſhonour 
Chriſt, and to conform to the Laws of Hea- 


Even, becauſe they are the Yoke of Chriſt ? 
3 Fare the things of Chriſt become precious to 


you? Oh deal faithfully with your Souls. 
3 Vje, Ot Entreaty, both to iuch as have 
nor Chriſt in them, and to ſuch as have” him 
in them, 
| (1.) Youthat have #ot Chriſt as yet in you, 
Be entreated and perſwaded to live no 
onger without Chriit in the \Vorld : you have 
eard your danger, and the dreadfulneſs of 
our danger, and the deſparar= WVadneſs of 
uch as do fit down in lo dangerous a Con- 
ition: And now in the Name of Chriſt I 
arneſtly beleech and entrear you to take 
he - matter into ſerious Conbderation, The 
ord Jeflus Chriſt the great Mediator of the 
ovenant, and victorious Captain of our Sal- 
ation, makes as it were an Ho, Yes, Kev. 
+ 20. Behold I ſtand at the door and 
rock, if any man open the door, 1 will come 
2 Pr 
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in and Sup with hiz:, and he with me, And 
he is now knocking +: the door of your Hearr, | 
and craving admutſion, and rendering himſelf} ; 
and the Riches of {.'s Grace and Mercy un-f g 
to you, upon c.ndition thar 10u wiil re} 
ceive and enteriain him, and accept of -himy ,» 
as your Lord and Saviour, and conſent and 
ſubmit to the gracious Terms of the Goſpel : 
Oh comply with his __ offer, and open} q 
to him and let him in! Pur off Chriſt no} 
longer, expect not Saivation by Chriſt with 
out giving your ſelves up to Chriſt, to bef 
Governed by him according to the Goſpell Ir? 
Whart ſhall I now fay, to per.wade you to be}, 
over-entreated tro get Chriſt into your Souls, & 
and not to fit down till in a Chriſtlefs con 
dition ? the buſineſs is of zreat importance ;. 
and | ſtand here in Chriſts ſtead to beleech you 
to be reconciled to God, and to ule yout 
utmoſt endeavour to make ture of Chriſt du 
and would gladly prevail with you for youf,. 
own good to ſet about this great concern 
to this end preſs theſe following perſwaſives uf 
on your own Spirits, and that with the ſerioul 
m as the weightineſs of the matter requires, D: 
The caſe you are in, calls for ſpec 
ay Help. You live without Chriſt in t 
World; this is your caſe, and it is a cal 
that you can neither live nor die in wil 
lafety or comfort, As long as you live thu 
you live under the guilt of all your Sins, any, 
under the wrath of God; and if yo 
renu 


wi 


dif 
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thus, you die in your Sins, and to Hell you 
muſt go: And is this a Cale to be negletted 

>} and dilregarded? were your Eſtates and Lives 

elf i danger, you would be concerned, and be- 
ar} ſtir you to fave your ielves; you would cry 
r=} out for help, and be thankful to any one 
ny that would tell you how to eicape your dan- 

'F ger: Now in yeur caſe your Souls are in 

'} Danger, and in preſent Danger, and in great 

' Danger, and will you not be perſwaded to 

ſeek to ſave your ſelves. 

2. The Cure preſcribed is a proper Cure : 

| hriſt within is the Cure, and this is a ſuit- 

pel. able Cure: Your Diſeale is inward, to wit, 

d be the Plague of the Heart, and ourward Appli- 

ulsf cations cannot reach it; it calls tor an in- 

CON} ward Remedy. Nay more: Chriſt within, 

nc is not only a ſuitable Cure, but allo a Sove- 

YO raign Cure, that will certainly and infallibly 

YOU} Cure you: Yea, this is the only Cure, all 

iſt other remedies are vain and infutfticient, and 

YO"t will you reject ſuch a remedy? Irs a re- 

cy medy of Gods own preſcription, and cures 


nd 


no 
ith-} 
| ber C 


wy all that make ule of it, and will you not 
To uſe it? will you chute Death before Life, 


© Damnation before Salvation? Oh then! what 
[pee will you do in the end theteof ? 

1 3. The Coſt of the Cure now offered, is 
CJ diſcharged, and now freely offered ; It is a 
W"JCoftly Cure, the price paid down for it is 
' thu beyond Value: Who can reckon up the value 
2 © Jof the Croſs of Chriſt? Heb. 2. 10. He was 


10 d 
'E C 3 made 
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made Perfeft through ſufferings; There is a 
twofold perfection impured to Chriſt.(1.) Per- 
fefio Perſona : His Perfon was perfectly qua. 
lifyed for his Offices : He was perfectly San. 
Aified, and fo he was a perfect High- Prieſt, 


(2.) Perfetio Operis, the Work of Re-| 


demption was conſummated by his per- 
fect Obedience and meritorious Sufterings : 
He became a perfect Saviour thereby, and per 
feted the Work of Redemption, that : 
might be a Soveraign Redemy, and ſave tothe 
utmoſt all ſuch as came to him. He made 
plenary fatisfaCtion ro Divine Jullice, for the 
Sins of ſuch as he was to Save: And ir colt} 
him dear to become an infallible Cure for 
periſhing Souls, it coſt him his Life ; he par 
ted with his precious Blood 3 he bore the 
weight of Gods Wrath, and underwent the| 
fhameful and painful Death of the Crols; it 
coſt him many a dreadful Pang, and will "I 
fleight fo coftly a Cure? do ye account the 
Blood of Chriſt a vain thing ? haih he been 
at the coſt of the Cure, and at ſo great 
coſt, and will! you refuſe ſo coltly a Cure 
freely offered ? can ye put a greater lndig. 
nity upon Chriſt, than to tell him to hy 
Face, that you account him a Phyſician of no 
Value, and will have nothing to do with 
him, nor with the Cure he off-reth you? is 
this your kindneſs to fuch a Friend r 

4. The Courle you take 1s fatal and dead: 
2y-* You refule to let Chriſt into your hearts, 
7, | and 
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is | and bolt the door againſt him, and this will 
be your ruin, if perſiſted in without Repen- 
qua-} tance. You reject the remedy at your own Pe. 
San.| ril, and your deſtruction will be of your ſelves, 
ieſt,} and you will know hereafter what it is to 
Re.| reject your own Salvation. Can you that re- 
per-j fule 1:ch rich Mercy, think to elcape Divine 
ngs | Vengaace ? Oh how dreadful are the fore- 
per- thoughts of your Condemnation, and what 
© hef then will the Execution be ? will you not 
>the} be diſſwaded from turning your backs upon 
1adef your Blefled Saviour, when he is offering and 
- the tendering Salvation to you? will ye bring 
coſt} the Blood of Chrift, and the Blood of your 
for} own Souls upon your heads? and wilful- 
par-} ly run on in Rebellion againf Chriſt, 'till the 
thek Wrath of the Lord go out againſ} you, and 
the} there be no remedy ? then (I tay) of all 
- it} men you are moſt miſerable : It had been 
Yo better for you, you had never been born, or 
thet had been made Moles inſtead of Men ; but 
zeen} I would periwade my ſelf of better chings 
reat} of you, and ſuch as accompany Salvation. 
vre} Conkhder, 
Gig 5. The Change for the better, that Chriſt 
in the heart will make in you, 1 Cor. 6.11. 
f no} Such were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, ye 
wich} are ſunftified, ye are juſtified in the Name of 
? is} the Lord Jeſns, and by the Spirit of our 
God, See here, (1.) The Agent in this 
-ad-| change, the Spirit in them. (2, ) The Ad- 
rts,| vantage of the change, ic was a change for 
and C 4 the 
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the better, that of bad made them good, of 
unclean clean, and brought them out of Dan- 
ger into. ſafety, out of a State of Cond.m- 
nation, into a State of Juſtification ; out of| 
a State of Sin into a State of Sanctity, a ble{- 
ſed Change ; And Chriſt in the Heart will 


: 


make ſuch a Change in you : He will change 


your Hearts and Lives, and ht you to live 


and fic you to dy . And ler me tell you for} 


your Encouragment, that the change wilj be 
lo Sweet to your lelves, that you will find 
ſuch a ſirange un-xpeCted content and fatil- 
facticn 1n 1t, that you would not be what you 
now are for a World. Little do you know 


the Comfor:s that accompany tuch a change : | 


Oh beperiwaded to li.s and you will never re- 
pent thereof,but enjoy iuch a Happinels in your 
{elf as the World cannot afford. 

2. You that have Chri:r in you, 

Be you entreated to live as ſuch as have 
Chritt in you. Col. 2.4. As ye have received 


Chriſt, ſo waik, in hizz, See that your words | 


and works favour of Chriſt : Live not below 
your lelves.1s it for ſuch as have Chriſt inthem 
to mind earthly things, and to make a God 
or the World? is it for ſuch as have Chriſt 
in them, to maintain Pride im their Habi:s and 
Behaviours, and to wear the Flags of Luci- 
fer. 2ud ihe Drets of Flora ? is it for-ſuch as 
have Chriſt in them, to muſter up the Spi- 
rit of Contention, and to caſt Squibs one at 
another? are ye nt carnal herein, and walk 

as 
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as Men, as Paul doth Phrale it? that is, as 
meer Men, that have nothing of the Spirit of 
Chriſt in chem. Is it for ſuch as have Chriſt 
in them ro manage Religious Exerciles carnal- 
ly and deceitfully ? To be Time-lervers and 
Men-pleaſers, and to ſerve God no further 
than it will ſtand with Self-intere(t ? Oh Sirs! 
What manner of Perſons ſhould you be, 1 all holy 
Converſation and Godlineſs? 2 Pet.3.11. How 
ſhould you ſtrive to conform your ſelves to 
Chriſt, and not to the World, and to live ac- 


.Cording to the Laws of Heaven, and not accord- 


ing to ihe vain Cuſtoms of wicked Men; How 
ſhould you let others fee, that Chriſt within 
hath changed you and made you Goſpel proof ; 
that neither Profit, Example nor Honour can 
turn you from the Principles and Precepts of 
the Goſpel; if Chriſt be in you, be ve follow- 
ers of Chriſt as Dear Children, 

1. And fee that you live Circumſpectly, 
Eph. 5.15. See that you walk circumſpeitly, not 
as Fools, but as Wiſe : It will be your Wildom 
to keep up your ſpiritual Watch, and to 
Watch carefully ; though Chriſt be in you, 
yet there is much Corruption within you, and 
the Fleſh will be Luſting againſt the Spirit, ayd 
if it prevail it will grieve the Spirit,and occaſion 
it's withdrawings as to Senſe and Apprehen{t- 
on, and caule Chriſt to hide his Face from you, 
and to ſtand behind the Curtain, and when he 
tides his Face you will be troubled. Oh whar 
L ofles and Sorrow do Chriſtians create to them- 

ſelves 
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felves by their Carnal Security ! Oh reſolve a- 
gainſt it, and take warning from others, and 
walk very circumſpealy, leſt Satan get an 
Advantage againſt yeu ; he that lets down his 
Waich gives place to the Devil. 

2. See that you live Chaſtly, 1 The. 4. 12. 
Walk honeſtly, that is, not in the Luſt of Con- 
cupilcence ; and- the Reaſon is given in the 
7th, and 8th. Verſes, God hath not called us to 
Uncleanneſs, but to Holineſs, ai.d pruen us his 
Holy Spirit, And therefore it is not for us to 
be carnaily Minded, but to be Chaſt and Ho- 
neſt, and Sober even in the Uſe of lawful De- 
lights : That is a notable Paſſage in 1 Per. 4.6. 
The Goſpel was preached to them that are Dead, 
that is, to the Martyrs, that they maybe judged 
according to Men in the Fleſh ; but live accord- 
3ng to God in the Spirit : You cannot ſtop the 
Mouths of Men, they wiil be Judging and Con- 
demning you, and fay you are flefhly given, 
and {ive tn Uncleanneſs, but you need not re- 
gard their Calumnies as long as you live ac- 
cording to God in the Spirit, cleanſing your 
ſelves from all filthinels both of the Fleſh and 
SP1rit. 

3. See that you live Charitably, in Peace 
and Love, 2 Cor.13.11. Livein Peace, and 
ne God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you : It's 
great Matter of Lamentation, that ſuch as have 
Chriit in them,ſhould live ſo Uncharitably and 
Contentiouſly, and all through ſmall differences 


about Words, and Geſtures; and that theſe 
Mi- 
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Minute things ſhould cauſe ſuch diſtances, e- 
ſtrangements, and unkindneſſes amongſt them, 
I am ture this ought not fo to be : Thoſe that 
are right in the main, ought to hold Commu- 
vion one with another, and that in Peace and 
Love, bearing one with another in things 
wherein they differ, Phil. 3.15, 16. Kom. 14. 
begin. Andit's certain allo, that Chrift makes 
it one of the Characters of a true Chriſtian, to 
Love the Brethren, 1 John 3. 14, And that 
Love is full of Charity, and Kindneſs and For- 
bearance, and hides many faults. And why 
ſhould there not be a fair Correſpondency, 
where there is a vital Inſpiration by the {elf 
lame Spirit ? 

4. See that you live Contentedly, Heb. 13. 
F. Let your Converſation be without Covetouſ- 
neſs, and be Content with ſuch things as you have, 
q. d. Keep your Hearts free from the Love of 
the World, and the Cares, Fears and Diſcon- 
tents that thence ariſe, and be Content with 
Gods allowance; for God is with you, and 
will never leave you, nor forfake you; if Chriſt 
be in and with you by his Spirit, then the 
Comforter is at hand inAl] fad Caſes to Com- 
fort and Support you, and this ſhould Still, 
Quiet and Content our Spirits, and preſerve you 
from Ditcontentedneſs,; if Chriſt his Being in 
the Soul will not Content him, ſurely nothing 
will do it, 2 Cor. 4. 8. We are troubled on eve- 
ry ſide, yet not - Diſtreſſed, And how comes 


- this to pals ? fee ver. 9. That the Life of Feſus 


may 
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may be mani{ejicd in our Body; that is, that 
our Lives may be conformable to his Life in 
tubmiſſive Sotferings, and that it may be ma- 
nifeſt, that the Life that we live is the Life of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that he lives in us. and that by 
him we live, and that contentedly under all 
our Calamirties. 

5. Seethat youlive Comfortably and Cheer- 
fully, in the Conſideration that Chriſt lives in 
and with you. A M=lancholly drooping Life 
is a great Reflection upon Religion, and upon: 
Chriſt himtelf, and an occaſion of ſtumbling 
unto many. And will you carry it ſo, asif you 
ſerved a hard Maſter ? none have more Reaſon 
tolive Chearfully and Joyfully, than you that 
have Chriſt in you, the Firpe if Glory : Such 
as you are called upon by God himſelf to re- 
joice in the Lord alwavs, and to be of pood 
Comf-rr, and that under the troubles of the 
Worid; you need not to be troubled at your 
troubics, but may and ougtic under your Crot- 
tes to Comort your felves in Chriſt, in your 
Union with hi 1n your Intereſt in him, and in 
your Enjoynizeni »f him: and that becauſe he 
i< in you Ince y, Intercefſively, Inſepara- 
bly 302 Incumb-nrly ; He 1s in you, 

(1.) Inceff:-'v, in you and alway in you, 
when you perce” 2 it not, when he hides his 
Face, and feen.: co be withdrawn, and you 
conclude he is 4Uite departed from you ; yer 
then he is with you, Fern 14. 16. Tre Spirit 
abideth with you, and ſhall abide with you for 

ever : 
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ever : As a vital principle to pre 'e and keep 
you from Apoſtacy ; and is not ' "iz Comforta- 
ble, and a {ure Hope of Glory? 

(2.) Interceſſively : Cnriit i Jerven is 
your Interceſſour with God the Fath-7, and his 
Spirit within you is your [nterceſlour berwixt 
Chriſt and your Souls, Rom. S 26,27. The 
Spirit pleads Chriſts cauſe with us, and {tands 
up for Chriſt againſt the Fleſh ; and it pleads 
our Caule in Prayer with Chriſt and the Father. 
The Spirit then is in you a Spirit of Prayer and 
Supplication, and the Spirir of Adoption, ena- 
bling you to go to God boldly as to a reconci- 
led Father in Chriſt, and to pour out your 
Souls to him : It's Chriſt his Spirit in you that 
is the Spring of all your Holy Defires and Mo- 
tions God-ward: And that only that comes 
from the Spirit in you finds Acceptance with 
God, for the Spiric inoves you tc ask what is 
aprecable to Gods Will, and with a Submiſh- 
on to his Will: And you receive Aniwers of 
Prayers in your ſpirits oft, in inward Strength 
and Conlolation from the Spirit of God within 
you- Suchas cry down the Spirit of Prayer, 
have need to take heed they do not deiptie ro 
the Spirit of Grace. 

(3-) Inleparably ; nothing can ever Chriſt 
and your Souls, John 14.16. 'h *pirit ſhall 
abide with you for ever. And F --, 17. He 
dwelleth in you, and ſhail bein you, - (h:l} be 
in you in deſpite of all Oppoſition : AL. the De- 
vils in Hell cannot with all their Exorciims caſt 

the 
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the Spirit of God out of the Souls of his People * 
Satan may be dilpollefſed, but the Holy Ghoſt 
cannot be diſpolſeſt. He ts in you, and ſhall be in 
you;Blefſed be God for this Promilezhe is in you 
not as a Gueſt inan Inn co ſtay but for a Night, 
but as an [nhabitant to abide in you, and he will 
ſecure his Poſſeſſion. And what a ftrong Conlo- 
lation is this, once Chriſts, and always Chriſts! 
If Chriſt be in you, he will never depart from 
you; he may in {ome Cales withdraw his vili- 
ble Communion, but not his Union : And as 
to Communion, he departs in the Souls Appre- 
henſion, but that is no real departure. 

(4) Incumbently ; as one in Office to over- 
ſee your Souls, 1 Pet. 2. laſt. Ye were as Sheep 
going aſtray, but are now returned to the Shep- 


berd and Biſhop of your Souls, Chriſt is the. 


creat Archbiſhop of the Soul, and he is no 
Non-reſident, but [Incumbent in the Soul, as a 
Biſhop is in his Diocels ro rule and govern the 
lame, or as a Pilot in a Ship to guide it, or as 
the Soul in the Body to aCtuare and animate 
it, It's his Office to Countel, Conduct, 
Confirm and Comfort his People, and he is 
faithful in his Office: You tee waat Com- 
forts you may ſuck out of chis Honycomb : 
Oh Mind them much, that you may live com- 
fortably upon them in this bad. World. Do 
not pore too much upon your Troubles, but 
oft call to Mind the Comforts that belong to 
you, and live joyfully in Hope of Glory. 
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2. DoCt. It is Chriſt within us, that is our 
Hope of Glory: 1 John 5. 12. He that hath the 
| Son hath Life, and he that hath not the Son, hath 
not Life. Vitam gratiain re, & Vitam glorig in 
| ſpe. - He-that hath Chriſt, hath the Life of 
Grace in reality, and the Life of Glory in 
| Hope. In the Doctrinal part, for the Infor- 
| mation of your Judgments, and [Illuſtration of 
this great Truth, I ſhall give a brief Account 
of the Glory here ſpoken of, the Hope of Gios 
| ry, and then prove that it's Chriſt i us that 
15 our Hope of Glory, 


Queſt. 1. IVhat Glory is this here ſpoken 
| of ? 

Anſw, There is the Glory of the World, 
and that is Fading and Franficory : And there 
is the uncreated Glory of the moſt High, and 
| that is incomprehenſible: And there is the Glo» 
ry of the Saints in Heaven, and that is in Ri- 
| Ches invaluable; but this1s the Glory that I am 
now to ſpeak of, And who can give an ac- 
count of this ſo great ard amazing Glory ? A 
full account cannot be exp:Cted, yer there is a 
Glimpſe and but a Glimple thereof given us in 
the Goſpel : And as far as it is revealed, fo 
far we may endeavour a Diſcovery, And in 
the Goſpel, its let forth in its Properties and 

Priviledges. And of 
(1.) The Properties of this Glory. The 
Term Property if ſtrictly taken, is unapt and 
impro- 
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improper ; and if you pleaſe, you may lay it 
aſide,and inſtead thereof put the Pratles that are 
given by God to this Glory : It is called an 
Unlearchable, Unchangeable, Unconceivable, 
and an Uncorruptible Glory. 

t. I's an Unlearchable Glory, Fob 5. g. 


God doth great thinss and unſearchable. And | 


his Glorifying ſuch worthleſs worms as the 
Caildren of Men aic, is one of the great un- 
learchable things that he doth for the Glory of 
his great Naine. Alas! where {hall we fearch 
for a full dilcovery of the Glory of the Saints 
in Heaven? The Book of Nature, and the 
Book of the Scripture, give but a Dim and 
Dark account of it. And were we admitced 
to take a view in the Court of Heaven, and 
enabled to bear it, it might daz!le our Eyes 
and raviſh our Hearts, but we could not fee 
into its Nature, nor {earch out its Splendour, 
nor utter what we ſaw of this unlearchable 
Glory. 

2. It's an Unchangeable Glory, the Glory 
of the Sun may be Eclipſled, and the Glory of 
Princes ob!cured; but che Glory of the Saints 
in Heaven cannot be changed: 1 Per. 1. 24« 
The Glory of Manis as the Flower of Grafs : 
That if ic be not nipt before ripe, yer then it 
withers and drops off into the Portion of 
Weeds; but the Word of the Lord endureth 
for ever, and the Glory of Heaven is eſtabliſh- 
ed by an Immutable, lrrevocable Decree of 
the Lord of Hoſts. 

3. It's 


— 
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3. It's an Unconceiveable Glory, 1 Cor. 
2.9. Eye hath not ſeen, wor Ear heard, neither 
have centered mito the Feart of Man, the things 
which God 11th prepared for them that love him, 
The Glory that is prepared in Heaven for the 
Elect, 1s beyond rhe reach of a finite Under- 
ſtanding; The Saints in Heaven, that have 
Giory mm Pollefſion, do wonder at their own 
Giory,as not being able ro comprehend the Ri- 
ches of it; the leaſt Jewel thac belongs ro a- 
ny Crown of Glory is invaluable. Oh the dif- 
ference that is betwixt the Glory of the Crowns 
of Eartchly Kings, and the Glory of a Crown 
of Glory : All the Glory of the World united 
together is but a bauble, or a ſingle Chaft, if 
compared to 17, 

4. Ir'san Incorruptable Glory, 1 Cor. 9. 25. 
They ſtrive for Maſtery to obtain a corruptuble 
Crows, but we 00 incorruptible, All Worldly 
Glory is fading, this never. fades; nay, this 
Fading corruptiple Body of a Saint muſt at the 
Reſurrection prit on Incorruption, and be Glo- 
rited according to the Pattern of Chriſt his 
Glorions Body, Phil. 3. laſt. And both Soul 
and Body united, live for ever in Glory : 
And what an Excellency doth this Word Eter- 
nity put upon this Glory; to live in Glory 
for the Term of a whole and long Life is ex- 
traordinary : Bur'to live in ſuch Glory to all 
Eternity ; Oh how Excellent is this! Surely 
the Glory weare {peaking of is not to be ſlight- 
ed; eſpecially if we further conſider] 

b (2.) The 
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(2.) The Priviledpes of it : 

The Prerogatives of the Crown of Glory 
are molt Rich and Royal Prerogatives. Eve- 
ry Crown hath its Prerogatives, but the Pre- 
rogatives of the Crowa of Glory are extraor- 
dinary precious Prerogatives, and all the Saints 
enjoy them, and that without any encroach- 
ment, hazard or forfeiture, Ler us take notice 
of lome of chem : 

1. Great Changes both in the Form and Fa- 
ſhion of the Body, and alſo in the Frame and 
Facvlties of the Soul, beyond our prefent Ap- 
prehenfions, 1 Fob 3.2. It doth not appear 
what we ſhall be, viz. Neither by Reaſon nor 
Revelation z butthough this great change that 
will be made in glorified Saints doth not fully 
appear, either to our Sight or Knowledge, 
yet it appears that it will be {auch a State of Per- 
fection both of Body and Soul, as will make 
us like our glorified Head, and will make us 
capable of leeing and holdings Communion with 
him: We Know ( !ays he ) That when Chriſt 
ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall 
. fee him as he ts. And by this it appears, that 
the Body of the Saints mult be greatly refined 
and {piritcalized to be fitred for glorified Souls: 
Theſe earthly Tabernacles that now are but 
Prifons to our Souls, and by the ſtraitneſs of 


d 


the Organous render the Soul uncapable off { 


putting forth ſuch Operations as their noble 
Natures are capable of ; and by theirs feeble: 


nefs cannot bear an expreſs of Joy without 
over 
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overcoming the Vital Spirits, 1 Cor. 15. 54. 
Thele Frail Bodies (itay ) will then be made 
Immortal and [ncorruptible, and 19 Active and 
Powerful az to be able to bear tuch-lmpreſſions 
as now they are wholly unable to bear: And alſo 


* thenatural Faculties of the Soul will be won- 


derfully enlarged : Thar fo in Union with the 
Body they may be made meet for an Eternity 
of Prailes, and for thole beatihical Viſions 
which they muſt alway behold,; And both 
Soul and Body then united, will be covered 
with tuch a Mantle of Glory, as will make 
them not only amiable, bur as will exceed che 
Sun in its Splendor z3 Afar. 28. 3. lr's faid the 
Angel thac appeared at the Relſurreftion of 
Chriſt, Had a Countenance like the Lightning : 
And ſpiricual glorified Bodies are to be like 


- FAngels, Mark 12. 25. 


2. The nexc Priviledge of ſuch as are glori- 
fied, is Gladnels and triumphant Joy without 
intermiſſion, interruption or diminution : They 
fhall enjoy fulne\s of Joy. All the Joys that 
they enjoy on this fide Heaven are buta taſte of 
that (ull Cup of Conſolation that they ſhall 
there be always drinking of, Some on this 


tide Heaven enjoy Joys unſpeakable and full 


of Glory, as much as frail Nature can bear ; 
d {o much as for the pretent weakens them, 
nſo much as they are ready to fink under 
em ; but theſe foretaſtes of Heaven are but 


*þs drops compared tothe Fountain, when com. 


red with the Joys of Heaven, The Joysof 
D 2 Heaven 
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Heaven are {o great, that Heaven is called 
Joy it felf, Mat. 25.21. Enter into the Joy of 
thy Lord, Heaven is Joy in the abſtract, 2a 
luch as go to Heaven enterinto Joy : As he that 
enrers into a Bath 1s prelently compaſſed with 
Water : So 1s he that enters into Heaven ſur- 


rounded with Joy ; yea filled with Joy : Asa} 


Veſlel that is put into a Fountain is preſently 
to full of Water. Whilſt on Earth the Peo- 
ple of God have much ſorrow, and but little 
Joy many times, bur in Heaventhey (hall have 
no Sorrow. but all Joy : What then is Earth to 
Heaven ? Whar is this Valley of Tears to that 
Palace of Joy ? 
3. Grace without the leaſt ImperfeCtion, 
Here the People of God are daily complaining 
of their Sins, the ſtrength of Sin and the 
weakne!s of Grace fill them full of Complaints : 
Bur there will be no occaſion of theſe complaints 
in Herven, there is no Sin but perfect Holi: 
nels; The Spirits of juſt Men are there mad: 
perfeit, Heb. 12. 23, And Oh how ſweet 
wal thoſe Prailes be, in which there is no 
mix-ure of Sin ! And in what a ſteady frame 
muſt the Souls of chole be in that are in a fin 
leſs Condition, and partake of ſuch a meaſure 
of the Spiric, that caſts and keeps out all Sin! 
How exact, ſpiritual, lively and Joyful muſt 


ſuch be in all their Services! How Concot 
dant and Delightful will their Converſe and 
Communion be one with another ! What man 


ner of Perlons are glorified Saints, that enjo 
| the 
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{ the fear of God, and the Love of God in Per- 


felion ? what rare Services, and with what 
enlarged Hearts do they always perform them ? 
No Wearinets, no Diſtractions, no Diſcom- 
polednels at all in their Souls, bur always full 
of Life and Delight in their heavenly employ- 


\ ments! 


4. God, Chriſt, and the Spirit in Viſion and 
Fruition, without the leaſt Interpofition or In- 
termifſion ; This is che richeſt Jewel that be. 
longs to the Crown of Glory, and that which 
Crowns their Glory ; and how {weet and de- 
licate muſt this needs be ? Oh what Bleffed 
iights are always beheld in Glory, that delight 
the Eyes and raviſh the Hearts of all Behold- 


| ers! Oh whata fort of Communion will the 


Communion of Saints in Heaven te, both with 
themſelves and with the Trinity ! What Poor 


| things are the Pleaſures of the World, compa- 


red to the delights of Heaven! What a dull 


; | thing isit to be 1n the Courtsof Princes towards 


what it is to be in the Court of, Heaven ! God 
is the Center and Felicity of the Soul, and for 
the Soul to live for ever in the full Fruition of 
God and Chriſt, how ſweet mult it be ! Chriſt 


| in the Heart is comfortable, but Chriſt in Hea- 


ven is beſt of all, yea all in all. Thus I have 


in!] given you a Glimpſe of Heaven, and though 


it be-but a Glimpſe, yetirfs enough to let an 
Edge upon our Afﬀections, and to beget in us 
a longing after this heavenly Inheritance. 


D 3 Queſt. 


54 Chrift 4p us, 
Queſt. 2. What is this Hope of Glory here 
ſpoken of ? 


Anſw. 1 will give yon an Account both of 


the Nature, and of the Neceſlity of this Hope| 


of Glory ; that you may de the better acquaint. 


ed both with the Grace and with the ulſeful.| 


neſs of it. And | 
{(1.) Of the Nature of it. 


This I will lay before you in two Couples, to} 


help your Memories the better to retain them, 
1. This Hope of Glory is a {till and a ſted- 
faſt Hope. (1.) A till Hope under delays of 
Mercy ; it's quiet and ſtill, and fuppreſſeth in- 
ward fretting and vexing at theſe delays ; when 
the Soul begins to be diiquier, it checks it and 
ſtills it, Pſal. 42. laſt. Why art thou caſt down, 
O my Soxl, Hope in God! Art thou in Hope of 
Glory ? Defſpond not then at the troubles of 
this Life, it will not be long bur all thy trou- 
ble will be over ; and a time or rather an Eter- 


nity of Triumph witl come: Therefore be} 
ſtil}, do not murmur nor fret. (2.) A fted-| 


faſt Hope, hence it's called the Anchor of the 
Sonl, Heb.6. 1g. hich Hope we have as an 
Anchor of the Soul, both ſure and ftenfaſt : 
When the Soul is be{tormed and in danger. of 
Shipwrack, toſt upon the Waves of Trouble 
and Temptation, it cleaves to the Promiſe, and 
preſerves the Soul from being dafht againſt the 
Rock of Diſtraſt and Deſpair. The Anchor 
doth not adhere to the Water, but to the Earth 
under the Water : So this Hope 1s not — 
Wit 


4 


PR. | 


i14»4 ©  ——_m_A3zAT © A oo» HT ro andy Hoy Wy -« wwH4 my 39. Jy a ©) £2 had 


my |) ons 


The Hope of Glovy. 55 


with viſible things, but penetrates further, and 
lates hold on God and Chriſt, and Coleſtial 
Things, and ſticks and adheres unto them, 

2. This Hope of Glory is a Lively and 
Laſting Hope. (1.) A lively Hope, and is io 
called 1 Per, rt. 3. It makes the Soul Active 
and Lively in Duty ; it's nota dead Hope, but 
a living Hope thar lives in the Soul, as a.Vital 
Principle to animate it againſt the Diſaſters of 
this frail Life. It lives by Faith upon the Pro- 


| Miles of the Life to come; the Objects of this 
Hope are not the good things of this Life, bur 


of the Life to come : Thete the Eye of Faith 
makes vitible to the Soul, and Hope lives in 
Expectation of, and the Soul through Hope 
puts forth lively Operations, and ferves the 
Lord with Life and Vigour. (2.) A Laſting 
Hope, it continues hoping, and holds on, and 
holds out tothe end ir meets with difcourage- 
ments from Sin and Satan, which ſometimes 
opprels it and keep it under, that it makes no 
vilible appearance in the Soul ; but it like the 
Sun diſperſeth theſe Clouds, and diſcovers a- 
gain its radiant Beams, by caſting it's Eye up- 
on the faithfulneſs of God, and calling to Mind 
former Experiences; and thus this Hope up- 
holds ir ſelf, and keeps its ground apaiuſt all 
encounters, and remains firm to the End, Heb, 


3.6. 

(2.) Of the Neceſſity of this Hope. It's a 
uſeful and needful Grace, that a Chriſtian can- 
not live without ; it is very necellary : 

4 t. To 


£6 Chriff in us, 

1. To help us in our work, for it mightily 
farthers and promotes it. We have much 
work to doin the World, weighty work that 
is not to be neplected. We are to work out 
our Salvation with Fear and 1rembling ; and 
there is the work of Faith, and the works of 


Righteouineſs, and all che works of our general| 


Calling to be done by us: And he that works 


not in Rope makes but pyor work of it,ne will} 


be quickly weary of his work ; irs the Hope 
of a good Crop that makes the Husbandman 


Labour hard 1n Seed- time ; he Plows and Sow- | 


eth in Hope, and its Hope that Spurs him on, 
and encourageih him in his Work. Soltis the 
Hope of Glory chat carries a Chriſtian through 
his Work, Ads 24.16. Herein do [| exerciſe 
my ſelf. fays Panl: Wherein was it thar he was 
fo diligenc in Religious Exerciles ? why it 
was in Hopes of a Joyful Relurrection, ver, 
. 1 have Hope towards God of the joy( ul Re- 
Ll ied of the 3 Juſt : And in H: opz thereof [ 
endeavour to be : thar number, exerciſing my 
ſelf in works of Holine!s and Rig! 1eou! nels, 
1 Cor, 15. laſt. Abound in the Works of the 
Lord, for aſmuch as you bnow that your Labour 
2s n0t 1 Vain inthe Lord ; q. d. You know your 
Labour ſhall be rewarded, and live in Hope of 
Glory ; aad is it for you ro Loiter ? No, no, 
your | Hopes ot Glory is given you to help on 
your Labour, that vou may abound in the 

Works of che | ord. 
2. lohczipusth our Warfare; for it forti- 
fies 
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fies the Soul, and is as needful as Arms are for 
Souldiers. We are all Sonidiers under Chriſt 
the Captain of our Salvation, and fight againſt 
his Enemies : And this Hope is one of our 
{piritual Weapons : It's -our Helmet, 1 Thepſ. 
5. 8. Put on for a helmet the hope of Salua- 
tion : It hath both the Ute and Force of a 
Helmet, As a Helmet faves the Head and 
Heart, and ſt:inds berwixt them and danger : 
So our Hope of Glory doth in the time of 
Temptation ſtand berwixt the Soul arid 
the danger, and put by the ſtrokes of the 
Temptation. When the Soul is aſſaulted, 
its Antwer to the Temptation is; No, no, if 
| yeild | ſhall daſh- my Hope of Glory: 
God hath promiſed Glory to fuch as hold 
out againſt Temptations, and I live in Hope 
of Glory, and prize my Hope of Glory, 
and will not for the Pleatures of Sin that are 
but for a moment hazzard the lols of this 
Glory : I am Chrifis Sooldier, and ſhall 1 
fight againſt my own Captain, and him with 
whom |[ hope to live in Glory ; away Satan, 
its not for one that lives in Hope of Glory, 
and finds and feels the {weetneſs thereof, in 
his own Soul, to. have avy fellowſhip with 
the unfraittul works of Darknels. 

3. To help us in our Wants, for it fits us 
for ſupplies : We are needy Creatures, alway 
in want, and God hath made plentiful provi- 
fion for the ſupply of our wants if we hope 1n 
him, and promiſed ſuch to ſupply all cheir need, 

_ - xccord- 
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according to his Riches in Glory by Chriſt Je- 
fas, P/a. 31. laſt, Be of good Courage, and he ſhall 
ftrengtnen your bears. all ye tha: hope in the 
Lord : Though ye be weak and need ſtreyg- 


thenins, and lie under heavey Burthens, 


and want ſtrenpth to bear them; yet be of 
good Courage, God will ſtrengthen your 
hearts, P/al. 147 12. The Lord takes 
ſure mm thoſe that hope in bis mercy : 
are they the Objetts of his Delight ? then ſure- 
ly he will look after them, and take notice 
of their needs, and give them ſealonable lup- 
plies, and hear and anſwer the Prayers that 
they pur up for theſe ſupplies. Such as pray 


in hope are ture to ſpeed, for hope redownds | 


much to the Glory of God : Ir implies an ac- 
knowledment of his faithfulnets and alſuffici- 
ency, and it puts the Soul itn a watting Frame, 
and meers mercy with a thankful Heart; 
and therefore God doth take Pleaſure in ſuch, 
and in fhewins mercy ro {uch, Now lay 
theſe rthinps together, and you will fee both 
what hope God expects from you, and why 
you are to exerciſe Hope, and of what uſe 
th1s precious Grace is : God expects that your 
hope be of the right kind, a ſtill and ſedfaſt 
Hope, a lively and lating Hope, grounded up- 
on the indwelling of Chriſt in the Soul and his 
faichfulnets in his Promiſes made to ſuch Souls, 
and ſuch a hope as this, 1s a mighty great help 
ro the Soul both in its Work, in its War- 


fare, and in all ics Wants. And now I pro- 
| ceed 


plea- | 


And | 
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59 
ceed to the Proof of the Doctrine. 

3 Queſt. How aoth it appear that Chriſt in 
As 3s our Hope of Glory? 

Anſw. Though few mind it, yet all ſhall 
know ar the great Day, that this DoCtrine 
is a great Truth; and if we will {ubmit our 
judgments to the Standard of Truth, the in- 
| fallible Word of | God, it will convince us, 

and clearly inform us, that ir's Chriſt in us 
that is our Hope of Glory. 

{ 1+ The Proviloes we find in the: Acts of 
{ Oblivion recorded in the Word, exempt all 
iuch from mercy as receive not Chriſt by 
Faith into their Souls; and ſo excludes them 
from all Hope of Glory. There are Acts of 
Grace in the Goſpel that . grant pardon, and 
promile Glory to all -penitent Believers that 
receive Chriſt by Faith into their Souls, and 
conſent and fubmit to his Scepter : And upon 
theſe Acts of Grace cur Hope of Glory is 
built as upon a Foundation : But theſe Acts of 
Grace have Proviloes that exempt out of 
mercy and favour ſuch as continue in im- 
penitence and unbelief, and in dilobedience 
to the Golpel, and tell fuch that it is in vain 
for them ( whilſt ſuch) to Hope for Glory : 
But in that Eſtate, they can expect no mer- 
cy, for God hath exempted them in the Acts 
of Grac?, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Be not deceived, 
nither fornicators, nor Idolaters, &Cc. ſhall in- 
herit the Kingdom of Heaven. Glory 1s pro- 
miſed to ſome, but groſs Sinners ace — 
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£d: The Apoſtle thus Treats the Corinthians z 
If any amongſt you lead wicked Lives, and 
hope to go to Heaven in their Sins, be 1t 
known to them that rhey are deceived, they 
do but deceive themielves by thus hoping, 
ſuch ſhall nor inherit the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: If they live and dye in their Sins, they 
live and die without an Intereſt in Chriſt, and 
ſhall] be ſhut out of Heaven, bur if any have 
been {uch, and are changed and converted 
from Sin to Chriſt, let ſuch live in Hope of 
Glory : Such as do continae in a State of Sin, and 
are neither Juſtified nor Sanctified, do vainly 
expect to be Glorified, 

2. The Promiles that we find in the ſaid 
Acts of Grace, and the perſons to whom 
theſe Promiſes are made, do prove the truth 
of this Doctrine: We find a grant of mer- 
cy in the Acts of Grace, and Chriſt promi- 
ling to Save {ome from the Wrath to come, 
and to receive them into Glory: But who 
are the Perlons concerned in this Grant, that 
are the ſubjects of this Grace, and to whom 
the Promile is made ? it is not to all Sinners, 
nor to Sinners as Sinners, but to Penitent 
Sinners, to fuch Sinners, and to all ſuch, and 
© none bur ſuch as come to Chriſt in the 
path of the Promiſe with penitent Hearts, and 
accept of him upon his own Terms, and 
receive him by Faith intro their Souls, to 
dwell with them by his Grace and Spirit, 


and reign in and over them; to all theſe he 
pro- 


; 
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promiſes Pardon here, and Glory hereafter. 
And ſuch as are of this Number ought to 
live in Hope of Glory, becauſe they find the 
conditions of the Promiles in themlelves, and 
have Chriſt in them, whoſe inbeing in the 
Soul is the ground of all true Hope of Glo- 
ry. True Hope muſt have a word of Pro- 
mile from God for its Foundation, Pſa. 130. 
5+ 1 wait for the Lord, my Soul doth watt, 
and in his Word do I hope : To hope for that 
which we have no Promiſe from God for, is 
an Act of preiumtjon, we mult be able to give 
an account of the reaſon of our Hops, 1 Peer. 3. 
15. and he can give no realon of his Hope that 
cannot produce a Promite for what he hopes 
for, and prove his Title to that Promite, and 


\ he cannot prove his Tiile to the Promite any 


other way than by making out the perform- 

ance of the Condition of the Promiſe. 
3+ The practite and merhod chat God takes in 
ſaving Souls by Chriſt proves the Doctrine, 
Phil. 4. 19. My God (hall ſupply all your wants, 
according to his riches in Glory, by Chriſt. Oar 
Souls are by nature very needy, they need 
Light, and Life, and Liberty : Now God by 
Chriſt ſupplies all their need, and this is the 
way appointed by him, and the method he 
uſeth in ſaving Souls : It's by Chriſt that he 
ſupplies all their need, they need Juſtification, 
Adoption and Sanctification, in order to Sal- 
vation, all theſe needs he ſupplies by Chritt ; 
they need his Spirit, to SanCtify, Solace, 
Support 
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Support, and to Guard and Guide them in the 
way to Heaven ; Chriſt by his Spirit comes 
and takes poſſeſſion of their Souls, and there 
dwells to ſupply their Need:: He then that 
wants the Spirit, hath nor his need ſupplied, 
but remains under tuch Needs as muft needs 
be {upplied in order to Salvation; and un- 
der thele Needs cannot live in true Hope of 
Glory. If he hope for Glory in this his 
needy Condition, he hopes in vain : God will 
{ave none but in his own appointed way, and 
he that will not be fo Saved, is ſure to go 
without it. 

4. The Product of all true Hope proves 
this Doctrine, if we conſider, whence 
this hope ſprings, how it is wrought, and 
from whence ir proceeds, ler us Trace this 
Hope to tne Spring-head where it ariſeth, and 
then it will clearly appear to us that it's Chriſt 
in the Soul that is che Hope of Glory: Tho' 
Chrift be the Object of Chriſtian Hope, and 
his Hope of Glory proceed from his Recon- 
Ciliation with God by Chriſt, yet it's Chriſt 
in a Chriſtian that is the evidence of his re- 
conciled Eſtate, and the ſenſe and manifeſta- 
tion of this to the Soul aſſures him that it 
is not in vain that he hopes for Glory. In 
a word: It's this that with aſſurance enables 
to live in Hope of Glory; Heb. 6. 11. We 
deſire that every one of you ſhew the ſame 
d:l:gence to the full aſſurance of Hope : Here 


is Hope, and the aflurance of Hope, and = 
all 
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full aſſu rance of Hope, and all theſe attaina- 
ble by him that enjoys Chriſt in himſelf : It's 
upon evidence of this, that he alſuredly hopes 
for Glory. 

1. This ſilenceth all the fears and doubts of 
the Soul, abour its eternal Eſtare, The Spi- 
rits firſt work 1s to convince of Sin, and by 
conviction ta awaken the Conſcience, and 
cauſe 1t to charge Sin home upon the Soul, 
to make the Soul apprehenlive of its dan- 
ger, and to fear and tremble : Then the Spi- 
ric converts the Soul from Sin, and perſwades 
and enables it to « mbrace Chriſt freely offer- 
ed in the Goſpel, and hereupon Chriſt by 
his Spirit takes up his abode in the Soul, 
and after ſome time lets the Soul fee the 
change it hath wrought in him, and the Foot- 
ſteps of Chriſt in his own Soul, whereupon 
all fear and doubts vaniſh: And as Paul ſays, 
Heb. 10, 2. They have ng more Conſcience 
of Sin ; Conſcience is pacihed, and ceaſeth 
from accufing and condemning them of their 
S10S, 

2. This fet up hope in the Soul, and 
the Soul fees ir lelf in a hopeful Conditi- 
on, and rejoyceth in Hope of Glory, Rom. 
5. 2. And Paul tells us, v. 4. How this comes 
to pals, and whap breeds this joyful Hope, 
and whence it Springs. It's experience that 
breeds this Hope ; the. experience that the 
Soul. hath in it ſelf sf Gods goodneſs in ſet- 
ting up Chriſts Kingdops# in the Soul: He 

\ finds 

C 
Os 
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finds ſomething of Chriſt in himſelf, fome 
work of his Spirit that hath brought him our 
'of Darkneſs into Light, and from hating and 
oppoling Godlinets ro Love and embrace ir, 
and to pant after Chriſt above all; and 1t's 
this that breeds this lively Hope, whereby 
the Soul lives in ſure and certain Hore of 
Glory. 

3. This ſatisfies him that he is 1n a juſtihed 
Eftate, afquired from Sin, and ingratiated by 
Chriſt inio che favour of God: And he 1s 
{ure that the golden Chain cannot be broken, 
but that whom God thus calleth, he inſtifi- 
eth, and whom he juſt if 125 them he gloritic ' 
Rom. $8. 30. He tinds 'em himtelf, the To- 
kens of Gods {ſpecial Love, and is lure that 
God is immutable, and whom he loves once 
he laves to the end ; he feels his heart endear- 
ed to Chriſt and Chriſtianity, and thar 
it's Chriſt by his Spirit in his heart that 
hath made this change in himſelf, and hence 
ſprings this Hope of Glory. 

4. "This ſhews him his- Intereſt in the Pro- 
miſes. Theſe Promiles he knows are ſecure 
and infallible, and he that is an Heir of 
the Promiſe is an Heir of Heaven; and 
now argues thus with himſelf: itt am an 
Heir of the Promile, [ am an Heir of Hea- 
ven : Now | am an Heir of the Promile, for 


] have the Condition of the Promles in my 
felf: Chriſt is fornred in me, and therefore 


may live in Hope of Glory. I ſee now 
my 
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my former doubts were cauſeleſs, and will 
cheriſh them no more, but live hereafcer in 
ſure and certain Hope of Glory. Thus I 
havs cleared up this Doctrine to you, and 
Oh thac it may prove as fweet to you in 
the reception as it was io me in my Medi- 
ations, ang that ſome doudring Souls may re- 
ceive a fiphe of Chriſt in himſelf attended 
with Hope of Glory. 
| 1. V/e, Of Information. This Doctrine 
plainly ſhews two Truths of great concern 
to us, viz, That all Hopes of Glory are 
not true Hopes ; and thac all hearts in whom 
= dwelis ought to live in Hope of Glo- 
| will ſpeak to both thete deſignedly, ro 
ea down falle hopes that rain thouſands, 
and to advance true hope in the hearts of 


- | Gods People, for rneir Comfort in this wick- 
© [ed World. 


i. All Hopes of Glory are not true 
hopes. 

How oany have we among't us in England 
that live in Hope of Glory, that have no true 
hope in them{clves, nor ay ground for their 
Hopes of Glory : I'le apply my ſelf ro rwo 
lorts of People. 

1. To Profeilors, that profeſs Chriſtianity 
with a ſeeming integrity and feriouinels, but 


all in hypocriſte. Leatt doubring lincere Souls 
ſhould fallely apply this to themſelves, and {o 
gorivate their dilcovragements, 1 ſhall firſt 
detcribe the a " and then lay _— 
ene 
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the falſneſs of his Hope. That Profefior js| Vi 
an Hypocrite that for telf-intereſt conforms] © 
to the ourward exerciles of Chriitianity, and} 0i 
walks in the tract of the duties thereof, burf 1n 
is a ſtranger to the inwards of duty, v;z. the H 
enjoyment of Chriſt, ' and the exerciſe off '1 
Grace therein ; hath no regard to the inward 
man, hath no! bing of the lmag; e of Chriſt in} 
the Soul, is wh olly carnal and ten! ual, not ha-| 
ving the Spirit, is altogether deſtitute of 1a. br 
ving 2 Grace : And 2s tor his Sifts, he nleth them C0 
for by ends, to quiet his C CniCience, to keepy Wt 
vp his Name and Credit amongſt Chriitians, orf 0! 
to Curry favour with fome that he hath a de: 
rendance upon. As for {ich as labcur under aþS9 
rembliag {car of hypocrifie, and bewail' tharþ(in: 
partial hy pocrifie they find in themtelves, and tha 
fight and pray againit it, they hereby vive Of 
\uch an evidence of- their fincerity, as de-[unc 
Clares tnat rey are Ol th- n1mber of ft necol 
Chriſtians, and caract be ranked amongſt wit 
Hypocrites , 2nd rheir Fanic lies not in ho-[(00 
Ping, my in the Weak of rhetr Hope, wil. 
2nd off in _*<£1eclmg be Hope of Glory ; But of t 
the Fiypocriie, io! he 5» not in a hope. whe 
{ty Conditor, \-£ *& 1s cc.nmonly full ofſ/or 
configence, zred cheiiſher! falig hope in himP 8 
{If ; bur this Doctrine overthrows his hope lr 
Sr tellitur cauſa iollitnr effetlus; Take away] 2 
the Caule, and he Effect cenſeth : Now#infalo 
theſe the experience of the ſaving work ofpne 
Grace in the heart is wanting, Chriſt was ne-P0 at 


be 


| | pal periſn ——— tis truſt ſha! be 4 
IVev; 
.| brains, and when the belon! of deſtraction 


[when chey mott 1 
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ver formed in them, and therefore there can 
be no tuch thing in chem as any rrue Hope 
of Glory: And hetice it is the Spiric of God 
in the Word cries down the hope of the 
Hypocrite, and tells hum that it 1s not ro be 


f truſted to, but that ia vain they hape for 


Fov 8. 13, 14. The Hypocrites Hope 


Spiders 
Spun out of a falle conceit of their own 


Glory : 


comes, it fails and proves a Spiders Web, for 
weaknets, and worth, and durance. it proves 
of no -value; Job 27.8. What :s the Hope 
of the Hypocrite when God taksth away his 
Soul ? Then where 1s his hope ? Alas, he then 
tinds his hope turned inio deſpair, and he 
that hoped ior Heaven is calt down iro 1+]! 
Oh thete falſe Hopes, how ao they vaniſh 
under the preatelt needs of the Soul ? :uch 
come before God, like men to a Marx2c 


£ © £ 
% & 


I 


with Maney cnouph in their Pocker thar triey 
took for £004, bur proves coun erfeir and 
[Will not pals, and io they 


annot 'upply any 
of their nzed with it; So theſe hopes taits rh-m 
-d them, and will not paſs 
ſor currant; their hopes of Glory nave not 


grain of good m nem, they are Counter- 
feir Coin, away with rem. 


2, To prophane Wreitcnes, that live ican- 


infalous Lives, wailow in wickedneſs, that 


pe would think that they could not pretend 


o any hopes of Glory ; and yer I have mer 
2 With 
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with many of theſe that feed themſelves 
with hopes of Glory : Though thele hopes 
are the Childrens bread, yet thele Dogs 
inarch at them ; and they that are Poſting 
rowards Hell will not be brought to {ee their 


Danger, but think they are going to Hea- | 


ven, Oh you that live prophane Lives, and 
yet hope for Glory, hear what is {aid of 


your nope, Job [I. 20, The Hope of the WiC 


ked ſhall be as the giving up of the Ghoſt ;, that 


is, He that 15 ſeized with Death, and his 


Soul ready to expire, may as well hope to 
Live, as tuch hope for Heaven in the State 
they are in: Or their Hope is as the giving 
up of the Ghoſt, that is, as a puft of breath, 
like the laſt puff of breath that a dying man 
puffeth when he leaves the World, that vaniſh- 
eth ina M2cwuc 1.5400 more to be regarded, 
no more to be relied upon then ſuch a puff. 
And whenthe Wicked puffout their laſt breath, 
their breath and hope wiil vaniſh topeti:er: 
Then adieu to Breath, and adieu co Hope. 
Oh ye thac liv- in notorious Wickednels, 
and yet hope fer Mercy from God ( in this 
State at $i: ) at your Death, give me leave 
to Expoitulate with you a lictle about your 
hopes. 

(1.) Whatreztoncan you pive for this hope 
that is in you? whar Word of God have 
you met with to ground your hope on? 
Alas, alas, tnat yun ſhould take upa hope 
that hath not one Word of God for its ſup- 

port 
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port, but much againſt it in the Scripture : 
Nay, let me tel you, your hope is falle, or 
God himleif falſe jn his Word ; reconcile 
your hope if you can co thele Scriprures, P/. 
9.17: [he wicked ſhall be turned into Hell. 
fob. 19. 7. He (ball periſh for ever like his own 
Lung : lia. 3.11. Wo to the wicked, it ſhall 
be ill with him, for the reward of his hands 


ſhail be given him. la. 27. 11. Hethat made 


_ 


—— 


them ſnall not have mercy on them, and he 
that formed them (hall ſhew them no favour. 
Rom. 2, 9. Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every 

Soul that doth evil. 2 Thel. 1.7. 8. 9. The Lord 
Feſus ſhall bs revealed from Heaven —— ta- 
Vengance on them that know not God, and o- 
bey not the Goſpel cf our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
who ſnall be punijned with everlaſting Deſtrutli- 
07, 

( 2. ) What Right can you claim to Chriſt, 
and co Salvation by him ? he is a Saviour of 
the believer, and of none bur believers ; if 
you lay you believe, and therefore he is 
oy Saviour, then hear what James ſays to 

ou, Fames 2. 19, 19, 20. Thy Faith is a dead 
Fairh, and profits nothing, and this he,proves 
thus, Faith without works 1s dead; thy Faith 
is ſuch a Faith, and therefore but a dead 
Faith. 

Obj. This Doltrine tenas to deſpair, and 
leaves a Sinner without Hope, and therefore 4 
dangerous Dottrine. 

Anſw. 1's the Doctrine of the Golpel, 

E 2 and 
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and tells you that there is no hope for you| 
in a State of Sin ; and yet there is Hope; 
no Hop-, and yer Hope : No Hope whilſt you| 


cleave to your Sins, and prefer your Sins be- 
fore. your Salvation: And yet Hope, if you 
turn true pcnitent Believers, Ezra 10. 2. 
There 1s hope mm Iſrael: viz. For Sinners in 
cale of Repentance : Ezek. 18. 30. Turn you 
from all your Juiquity, ſo Iniquity ſhall not 


be your ruin, otherwiie ic will certainly ruin| 


you; lo that Life and Death are {er before you, 
Salvation and Damnation ; Salvation in cale of 
Repentance, but Damnation 1n caſe you live 
and die without irne Repentance. Now what 
will ye doin this Cale ? will you be as you are, 
and do as you do? then y ou remain hopelels ; 
but if you will curn from a! 1 your Sins to God, 
and accept of Salvation by Chritt in Gods 


appointed way, then you may live tn Hope| 


of Glory, Heb. 6. 18. IWho nave fled for 
Refuge to lay hold upon the hope fer before as: 
You lee there is a Refuge for you to flie to, a 
Preſent, Patent, Bot ent and permanent Re. 
ſuge; and God is this Refuge, to him -yoy 
muſt ftte, and that with ſpeed, by Faith and 
Repentance, and in this way you may lay hold 
of this Hope ; whilt you neglect or refute 
Aying to this Refuge, you have nothing to 
do to lay hold of this Hope of Glory. | 
have now Gone with the firſt great truth that 
this DoCtrine informs us of, and enter up- 
on the Second, 


2. All 


| 
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2. All kearts in whom Criſt dwells, ovphe 
to live in Hope of Glory. 

Its their vin and ſhame that their Fepe 
of Glory is to low and little, and their fears 
and doubis fo many and preat; and there- 
fore I ſhi!l expoſtulate the cale with thele, to 
convii'zs mnem of their Sin in cheriſhing Un. 
belt-i, and to encourace them to fure and 
certain. Hopes of Glory. 

1. Are not you under the Commands of 
God, and his Sworn Subjects ? how dare you 
then live in the daily breach of his exprets 
Precepts? you dare not Swear, nor Lie, nor 
commit Adultery, becanſe thele are Acts of 
diſobedience to the Lord your God, how then 
comes it to pa's that you dare rcfuie to 
hope in God, and to Act Faith in Chiiſt ? 
are not thele commanded Duties ? Pſal. 121. 
laſt, Lee Iſracl hope in the Lord from hence- 
forth and for ever. 1 John 3.23. This 1s 
ms Commandment, that we ſhould believe. Now 
judge in your elves, ought you not to give 
an univerſal Obedience to the Commands 
of God ? and is not a Command from God 
a {ufficient Warrant againſt Preſumption ? 
why then do you exempt your elves from 
yielding Obedience ro the Commands of 
Faith and Hope ? 

2. Are you not under the Covenant of 
Grace ? and was it not made and Sealed on 
purpole to ſtrengthen your Hope? and doth 


it not Anſwer al} Objeftions againſt Hope ? 
E 4 1 Pet. 
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1 Pet, 1. 21. Chriſt was raiſed and Glorificd, 
that your Hope might be in God, The Re- 


ſurrection and Glorification of Chriſt proves| 


the Conlummation of the work of Redem- 
piion, and that our Reconciliation with God 
was accompliſhed, and the Covenant of Grace 
ratified, and this calls upon Believers to hope 
in God, and declares that their doubts and 
fears are proundleſs, 

2. Are you not under the Cuſtody of 
Chriſt, and your Salvation {ecured by him, 
and your Life hid with him in God, Col. 3. 
3. and can you doubt of his Love that lov- 
ed you to Death ? can ye queſtion his Pow- 
er that commanded all things out of nothing ? 
can ye be Jealous over his Truth, that hath 
alway been true to his word, and is truth 
it ſelf. What can you lay for your lelves? 
did Chriſt die for you, and doth he now 
dwell in you, and will ye account your Con- 
dition hopelets 7? ſarely this is a piece of great 
weakneis, and very blame-worthy in ſuch as 
YOu. . 
Obj. It 15 blame-worthy inſuch as have Chriſt 
within them, but that is not our Caſe, we had 
him in us, and vad Communion with him, and 
lived in high Hopes of Glory, but are now 
left withour any Hope or ground of Hope ; 
we have Sinncd him and all our Hope of 
Glory away, and are juſtly caſt off by him. 

Anſm, This Objection anſwers its ſelf : 
The Conceſhon in the former Part contra- 

dicts 
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dicts the Concluſion in the latter Part : Such 
as have enjoyed Chriſt cannot be calt oft by 
Chriſt, and therefore 3 ſhall endeavour to 
make out theſe things for the fatisfaction of 
tuch. 

( 1. ) That they are ſtated in a State of 
{afery. 

( 2.) That they ſtand under the Obligart. 
on of this Duty of hoping in God. 

( 3-) That they are ſtcckr and ftor'd with 


* vital Principles that allure as ot their recove- 
TY. 


1. They are ſlated in a ſtate of ſafety. 
The ſafery of the Soul doth not depend vpon 
their hopes of Glory, but upon its Union 
with Chriſt : Its Hope of Glory may be in- 
terrupred, but ics Union with Chit can ne- 
ver be diſſolved; once in Chriſt and alway in 
Chriſt : Under the want of aſſurance, the ſafe. 
ty of the Soul continues: The 1mimutability 
of the Covenant of Grace, the Eternity of 
Gods Electing Love, and the Eſticacy of 
Chriſts continual Interce{hion, and the Excel- 
lency of the State of Grace, do aſſure the trae 
Believer that his Salvation cannot miſcarry, 
and that though he may by the violence of a 
Temptation fall, yet he cannot fall away : 
It's one of the preat Priviledges of the Sons 
of God, that they are Heirs of Heaven, and 
tha” their heavenly Inheritance is fo firmly 
intailed upon them, that they cannot fall ſhort 
of it, Grace enters the Soul into an Everlaſt- 


ing 
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ins Stat2 of Happineſs, and if an Everiaſt 


153 Srare could be loit, then it were not Ever- 
laiting : And that Grace is an Everlaiting 


Eſtate we ar2 aſſured from 1 79#.5.11, 12,13 
This ii the Y.C070, tnat CGod hath "4 


EM Ky 


4 
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Frernal Lifr, and this Life 15 in bts Son : He 
that hath the Son, kath [ife —— Tueſe things 
have I wrote to you that betieve —— — Th. 't Fe] 
may know tnat you have eternal Lije, John 3.} 


lat. He that belrveth on the Son, bath ever-'l 


[aitino Life. 
# FS 


— 


2, They ſtand under the Obligation of this | 


Duty of living in Hope of Glory : Under the: 
preſent Circumſtances, tne Cloud that co- 


vers their Hope doth not dilcharge them from | 


the Daty of Hope: They are to Hope avainſt 
0pe, and to keep up Hope, when the ground 
of Rope doth dilappzar ; for, the ground 
ope. remains thoupn 1t be as a {park 
under the Aſhes, or as the Sun 1n an Eciipe, 
CUT _—_— {151t 3 ths Soul 1n this. Cale 15to 
cail ro mind the days of Old, and the Love that 
heretoi ore 1f received from Chriſt, and to 
conclude thus, my beloved hath withdrawn 
Nimieii, ang now francs behind the Curtains 
to try my Faith, Pattence, and Sincerity, 
and to {ec wnether I will ferve him without 
a Pawn, : 1 hope he will return, and will jm 
nope wait for his return: It's but an Eclipſe, 
the interpolition will be removed, and the 
Sun of Righte oulnels will ſhine again upon 
my Sou!. Oh my Soul, Satan 1s now _ 

nar 


| 
| 
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that there js a diit-nce berwixt Chriſt and 
thee, and Temptrs thee to [)eipair, but hark- 
en ro the Voice of my B-loved, iſa. $0. lo. 
io is amongſt you that feareth the Lord, that 
obeyeth the Voice of Ins Ser vant , that walkerh 
in darkneſs, and hath no Light ? let nim truſt 
12 the Name of the Lord and [tay hianpl xp 
on Ins God, See then, thar under Darknels 
then expect Light, for this is thy Duty, and 
wilt thou f{ulter Satan ro baffle the out of 
thy Daty ? 1s not the Voice of Chriſt to be 
revarded before the Voice of Satan 2? and doth 
not not he {ay, ja. 54. 9. Iz a little wrath 
1 hid my ſclf for a mament, but with everlaſt- 
vo kindneſs will T have mercy on thee, ſaith the 
Lord thy Recdicemey, 

They ar= Srockt and Stored witi vital- 
Privciples that will prevail ar laſt againſt the 
preſent Temptation, The R9ot of the Mat- 
ter, the Secd of Grace remairs in the Soul, 
that they cannot Sin unto Death, nor with 
2 ful] and free content of Will, r Fehn3.3. 
The force of the pretont Temptation may 
{yppreſs Grace for a time, and Satan may 
give them a Martial fall, bur the end of the 
Encounter will be the beating of Satan out 
of the Field, the recovery of the Soul to its 
priſtine Liverty, and renewed ſweet mutual 
embraces berwixt Chriſt and the Soul, Cart. 
2.8, Behold, he cometh leaping bt tine Monn- 
rains, Skipping upon the Hills : The greateſt 
Mountains cannot keep Chrii and his Peo- 

ple 
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ple 1\under : The Mountains that fland 1n | 


his way cannot impede his return, but droop- 
mg Souls ſhall with acmiration benold the re- 
turn of their beloved, returning with ipeed and 

jay to the Beloved Habication of their Souls, 
Fer. 31. 209. Is Ephraim any acar ſon ? 7 
be a pienſant Cuild ? for ſince 1 ſpake arain/ 

him, 1 do earnejily remember him ſtill, 3 
fore my bowels are troubled for him; I will 
Lerely have merey upon lum, faith the Lord. 
Th< Sons of God have fuch an Intereſt in the 
heart of their heavenly Father, andare ſo dear 

wo him, that thooph their provocations fome- 
rimes vocation his frowns, yet {ti!} he hath them 
in remumbrance, and exerciiecth Bowels of 
Compaſſion towards them, and for their Com- 
fort, gives them fall aſſurance 'of Releif from 
him. Surecy, 3 welt bave Arrcy upon Dim. 

faith the Loid , in which words there is( 1.) 
An :\(ferrion, { will have mercy on tim ; he 
think that h& is quite caſt our of Favour, 
and b 5tns to detpare of my mercy, but chis 
is his 'frake, } will have mercy upon him 
his wic -Gnels and unworthinels ſhall nor hin- 
der if, 4 will take away his Sin, and have 
mercy r20n his Soul. ( 2. ) An Aﬀeeverati- 
on, Su «iy 1 will do it: Ido not only fay it, 
but will farely do ir: He doubts of it, bur 
he ſha!! be ſure of it, as ſure as if it were 
done already. Oh the gracious Condeſcention 
of our God! He knows what unbelieving 
hearts we have, and ta encourage us in ho-. 
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ping and velieving, he backs his Promiſes 
with {uch Confiimatiions as do put them be. 
yond ati doubt and queition, 

2, Vſe, Of Inſtruction, to three lorts of Per- 
lons, viz. To luch as are wallowing 1 their 
Sins; to fyuch @s are weak 1n their Faith and 
Hope ; and to iuch as are walting in Hope 
for the Glory of Heaven. 

( 1. ) To ſuch as are Wallowing in their 
Sts, 

Oh all ye that live in Uncleannets, Drun- 
kenne's, Ungodiineis and Unrighteoutneſs, and 
Conlequenily live without Chriſt and true 
Hope tt the World, be Inftructed from this 
Doctrine :v takr: notice of lome great Truths 
that muct Coucern you, As, 

t. Obierve the  Happin=e!s of ſuch as do 
Beiteve and Cordially Embrace the Goipel, 
and change vour Thoughts of them.: You ac- 
count theta {imple contemptible People, and 
thing that the y 2re more preciie than wie ; 
but confider, is it not better to enzoy Chriſt 
in Grace, and aſſured hopes of enjoying him in 
Glory, than to live Vitiouilly without any re- 
eard to Glory ? I appeal ro your own Con- 
ictences, and dc:lire you to take the anſwer 
that your Contciences will give you to this 
queſtion, Whether they are in the better 
Condition that live under guilt, and in conſtant 
danger of eteruzl Death and Damnation, or 
they that by Faith and Repentance are uni- 


ted to, and in Communion with their Blet- 
ted 


TY Chrilt in oy 
ted Redemer, and hve in iure and certain 
Hope ol Glory. 


Obſerve the Righ-way to obtain both 
the Hope of Glory here. 2nd the enjoyment 


of Glory hereafter : And thts you ive 15 nor the 
profeilng Chrift with te ory but polic{ling 
hin in the Heart : Not the owning of C h rift by 


the Soul, but the adinirring Co "brit 1:ito tne Soul. 
It's tats that 1s the GN way to Glory, 

and to the Hope of Glory ; and if you f2l hor 
of this, you will cer:a'nly fall ihort of Glo- 
ry: Alas, you tail of !:ving in Hope of Glo- 
ry, and have hopes tu your ſelves, bur they 
are faite age, and perniticus Hopes, that 
make you lecure and carele's in the midit of 
the moſt creadful Danger , and take heed 
leaſt that Threatning be "execured upon you, 
1 Theſ.5.3. When they ſhall jay peace and ſafery, 
thin ſuddain dejtiiuttion cometh on them, 4s 17ds 
vel upon a Woman with child, and they [nall rot 


eſcape. 
Obſerve the Hatefulneſs of the Sin of 


Unbelief, and the realon why hers is fo 
much {aid againſt ir in the Go! pel : Jere lies 
the vilene's of this 5in, where it Sew it 
vitiares the Heart, and keeps Chriſt and the 
Soul alunder, and fo fruftrates the Death of 
Chriſt ro the Soul And this 1s your Caſe: 
You are oft told of your Milery, and prel- 
ted to flie rg the City of Refuge, but you be- 
lieve 
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lieve not our Report of your Cale, but by 
Unbelicf bolc the Door of your Hearts a- 
Sainſt the Voice cf the Goipel, aad this makes 
your Cate !o hopelets: Your Unbehei 1s thar 
which ſo much endangers your Ruin. Did 
Vou beileve the account that God himiclf pives 
of your Cale in his Holy Word, you cculd 
not feed your {elves with thele falie Hopes 
that keep you from Repentance. 


;, Obſerve the Holinels of this Glory, that 
this Doctrine {peaks of, and your unmeer- 
nets for the lame, Ca to. T3 (31V1 '0 th atihs 
to the Father which hath made us meet to be 
pertakirs of the mheritanice of the ſaints m 
izobt. This Inheritance is a heavenly Inhe- 
ritance, and the Inheritance of none tut Saints, 
and theie Saints are made meer for it before 
they are received into 1t. If then you would be 
partakers of the Inheritance of rhe Saints, you 
muit be made meer for it, Can you imagin 
that tuch filthy Hearts as yours are meet for 
Heaven? what ſhould ſuch as you do in Hea- 
ven ? were it poſſible for iuch as you to get in- 
to Heaven, Heaven would be a Hell to you. 
You that are n>»w tyred fo much with an 
hour. or two {ſpent in the Service of your 
Maker, how could you brook the Holinets of 
Heaven, and the heavenly Imployments of 
Saints and Angels ? 

5. Oblerve the Hopelelneis of,a Chriltleſs Con- 
dition : The Hopes of Glory are O_—_ 
Wil 
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with a Chriſtleſs Condition. Such as Iive with- 
out Chriit in the World muſt ne=ds live with- 
out Hope of Glory alio, £pref. 2. 12. Ye 
were Wit out Chriſt _ Havins :10 hope, and 
without God in the world : | pray you niad 
whac the Lord {ſays of your {ondiiion: You 
fay you have Hope, bur God 'ays that your 
Condition is a hopeleſs Condition, and that 
you have not Hope: Alas your Hope 1s no 
Hope in Gods Account, for it is no well- 
grounded Hope, no true Hope: Ir's pre- 
tumption and not Hope; it's faid, Rom. F. 
S. Hope maketh not aſnamed : That 1s, D1- 
vine Hope is certain and infallible, and doth 
not {ſhame tuch as enjoy it by way of Fryu- 
(tration: Bur what ſhame will your Hope 
expole you to! what confuſion will i: put 
you to when it fails, and you mils of_ your 
vain Glorious Hope! how many cre there 
now in Hell, that on Earth boaſted of their 
Hopes of Heaven ! Now ſhall beg of you, 
that you would commune with your {elves 
about theſe things, and rake them into f1e- 
rious Conficeration, and preſs them upon your 
own Spirits, that they may awaken you, and 
convince you of your need of Chriſt, and 
provore you to ſubmit to the Golpel, and 
to the way that God therein nath appointed 
for your Salvation, and ſo by degrees brings 
you to live in ſure and certain Hope of Glo- 
ry. 
2. Touch as are weak in Faith and Hope. 
There 


2 
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There are many precious Souls that have 
Chriſt in them, and yet are weak in Faith 
and full} of doubting, and enjoy little Hope 
in themſelves of Glory; and I would wil- 
lingly contribute ſomething rowards the en- 
creale of their Hope of Glory : And in or- 
der thereunto ſhall propound to iuch, ſome 


means and helps that rend co the ſtrengthen- 


ing of the Hope of Glory, and beleech them 
diligemly to employ themielves in the ule of 
them. | 

1. See that you praile God heartily for the 
mercies you have already received, Col. 3. 
i5. Be ye thankful : You are full of Complaints 
of your wants, you want Peace, and Joy, and 
Aſſurance : But are ye thank{ul for what you 
have ? thankfulnets for what you enjoy, is the 
way to obtain a ſpeedy {upply of what you 
want : The thankful Soul is a Soul ficred for 
mercy : And God will be the more ready to 
give, when he knows that what he gives will 


be thankfully received : Were we more thank- 
full, he would open his hand che [ooner and 
wider when we come to him for new tup- 
lies, but when enjoyed mercies are under= 
alued, and God wants his praile for them, 
hen it's no wonder that he delays to give 
ore mercies; he will make you wait the 
boger, to teach you more thankfulnels. A 
nire of Grace 1s of more worth than a Moun- 
ain of Gold : And you have Grace, and much 


brace, but becauſe you want Comfort, you 
F over 
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overtook your Graces, and do not own them | 


wich thankfulneſs, and God is offended here-| 
at, and cakes an effetual courle to make you 


| 

| 

| 

more thankful. 
See that you proceed in the exercile off \ 

wha grace you have. A Babein time may} { 
become a ſtrong. Man, and weak beginning p 
may have large endings: A {mall Tallent} F 
may be doubled by good uſage, Mat. 13.12 1: 
He that hath, to him ſhall be-given, and he ſhall a 
have dbendes ce; alway, provided that he hus- tt 
band well what he hath : Therefore what Faith n 


and Hope you have, ( though it be weak ) ye 
exercile wich Dilligence : Repetition of Acts F: 
beger habits, and diligent endeavors are at-| C 
tended with a Bleſſing, and {o you may come th 
to have abundance, Prov. 11. 25. 7he a4It 
ligent Soul fhall be made fat : You complain} H 
of leanne(s of Soul, take heed thar your lean th! 
ne(s bs not the effect of your own negligence; ho 
exercile more diligence in the- ule of what fib 
Grace you have, and your diligence will bef 1 ] 
bleſled with fatneſs. ſ's 
See tnat you plead the Promites at thef Th 
Throne of Grace : This was good Davzd his m 
frequent Practiſe, Pſal. 119. 25. Quicken that 0 
me According thy Word: v. 28. 7 Strenothal Go 
thou nie accoraing to thy Word : v. 41. Let thifOh 
merey come unto me, 8, Lora, eVEen thy Salvs|hit v 

tion, according to thy IVord. In this one Pſaln 
he ufzth this Plea very ofr, no lets then elefthe 
L 


ven times. Its no preſumprious, but a proJnor! 
fi rabl 


| 
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em| Gtable Plea, to urge God with his Word of 
ere-} Promite, and iris our Wildom to reduce it 


Y OU 


to Practiſe: Irs mnch in ule berwixt Man and 
Man ; You promiled me to do 1o and lo, 


2 off when will you perform ic? let us ule the 


na 
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| fame Plea betwixz God and us: 


ng p 


It 1s thy 
| promile, be ir according thy word. It's the 
| Plea of Faith, it is as if the Soul ſhould 
| lay, Lord, thy promites are faithful Promiſes, 
| and here [ ſpread one of thy Promiles before 
thee, and truſt to thee for the accompliſh- 
ment of it; be it according to thy Word. 

4. See that you prefs the Commands of 
| Faith and Hope upon your own Spirits: This 
| Courle David took, Pſzl. 43. laſt, Why art 
thou caſt aown, Oh my Sel hope in God, 
It's ill done, O my Soul, to caſt aſide thy 
Hope, and to give way to diipondency ; it's 
thy Duty to truit in God, and fee that thou 
hope in God. Hoping in God is an indilpen- 
ible Daty that God requires from thee, 


I Pet. 1.13. Be ſaber, and hype to the end. And 
ts a very acceptable i2uty,. P/al. 157. 1. 


The Lord tahes pleaſure in th(e that fear him, 
m thoſe that hope far 51s mercy : And wilt thou, 
O my Soul, cait of thy Duty, a Duty that 
God takes Plealure in ! O far be it from thee! 
Oh my Soul, hope thou in God! thus preſs 
it upon your Souls. 


ſaln 


5. See that you Parley not with Satan about 


ele4the great concerns of your own Souls, have 
nothing to do with him : He is an open Ene- 
F 2 


pro 


tabli 


my 
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my to Chriſt and Chriſtianity, and you have | 


renounced him in your Baptiſm, therefore 
reject his Temptations for Sin, as well as 
his Temptation to Sin : Enter not into dilpute 
with him, he 1s too crafty a Sophilter ito be 
diſputed with by weak Chriſtians; it will be 


your wiſdom therefore to take the courſe that | 
Paul took, 2 Cor. 12. 7, 8. There: was oiven| 


me a thorn in the fleſh, the Meſſenger of S$a- 
tan to buffet me For this thing I be- 
ſought the Lord thrice, Note, ( 1.) The 
Cale thar Paul was now in: There was given 
him a Thorn in the fleſh, viz. Satan was per- 
mitted to buffet him > AY YEN 2:74, .the evil 
Angel Satan, not a Meniſenger of Satan, but 
Saran himſelf. And this is added exegeti- 
cally, ro explain what his Thorn in the fleſh 
was, viz,, The buffets of Satan, his immedi- 
ate Sugoeſtions darted into his Soul, which com. 
monly are unnatural in kind, {udd3in in mot! 
on, and violent in proſecution. ( 2.) The 
Courle he took in this cate, he berook him: 
ſelf co God by Prayer : Zaul had much Grace, 
and much of the Spirit, yet declines difpu. 
ting with the Devil, and flies ro God for re 
fuze agamit him, and herein is an example 
for ns to follow : We muſt decline Dilputes 
witF the Devil, and Pray him down, and 
were this courſe well followed, Satan could 


not get {uch advantage againſt Chriſtians s 
oft he doch, Fle conclude this matter wit 
the Prayer of Pan!, Rom 15.13. The Gods 
hop 


to 
ture 
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hope fill you with all joy and peace i believing, 
that ye may aboun# in hope, through the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt : Its notthe words of Man 
that perſwade the heart to live in hope, but 
the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, and his Power 
can make you abound in hope, and raiſe 
your feeble hope to a full allurance of hope. 
Now I pals to the third fort. 

3. To luch as are waiting in hope for the 
Glory of Heaven. | 

There are fome, yea many, that through 
Free-Grace are brought to wait in hope for 
the glory of Heaven ; my Inſtructions to theſe 
follow : 

1. Confine your Hopes to the limits of the 
Golpel : The Golpel allows you to wait up- 
on God in hopes of Glory in the World to 
come, this I am ſure is your Duty ; but as 
for ſuch as extend their hopes according to 


-| their fancies, and wait Night and Day, and 


that in a Triumphant manner, with {uch Jol- 


| lities, Mirth, Muſick, Dancing, Clapping of 


hands for joy, as was never practiſed a- 


| mongſt ſober Chriſtians, in expe<lation of a 
| ſpeedy Midnight Cry, and a T ran{portation to 


Feruſalem: Let me entreat you to look upon 


| them as under a Satanical deluſion, and have 


nothing to do wich that hope that will certain- 
ly end in ſhame. Keep your hope within 
the compaſs of the Promiles, and aſpire not 
to hopes that are of fuch a Phantaſtical Na- 
ture. 


F 3 2, Confels 
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2. Confeſs oft your unworthineſs of this | 


great Mercy: ls a high Attainment, and 
it's a hard mayer to keep the Heart low, un- 
der high Attainments. Higirnopes of Glory 
are apt to lifc up the Heart with high thoughts 
of ir {elif : To have ſuch high hopes, and yet 
to have low Spirits, 1s rare and extraordinary, 
Paul indeed was high in Gifrs and high in 
Grece ; high in excellencies, and high in ex- 
pectation of Glory, and yer low and hum- 
ble in Spirit; do you labour to be like him: 
And to this end, mind your unworthinels of 
the mercy,aad a'cribe all your hopes of Glory 
to Free Grace : You are 1n danger of Pride in 
this cafe, watch againſt it, and pray againſt it, 


and b=at down every bubble of Pride char ari-' 


feth in your Hearts, leait you grow High-mind- 
ed,and lo provoke God to bereave you of your 
hope of Glory : Ro. 11. 20. Be not high-mind: 
ed but fear : Think not highly of your ſelves, 
but fear, leaſt your Hearts ſhould grow haugh: 


ty, and beware of it. Pride is a great Sin, 


eſpecially when tt is about thole things which 
gre freely given us of God, for the good 
of our Souls. 


2. Confuce your cauſcleſs and carnal Fears |give 
by theſe your {ure and certain Hopes of Glo-ſnd 
ry. You are incident in this Life to frauds|My 
from men: and frowns from God, to Sin andfand 
Sorrow, and to Trials and Temptations, andja/ 
theſe caute fears, yea great and terribleſ&c/ 


fears : Good David was {urroanded with 
them, 


he 1 


his 
nd 
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them, P/al. 31. 13. Fear was on every ſide: And 
none are free fromthete fears, [/a. 24. 17. Fear, 
the pit, and the ſnare, are upon thee, O In- 
habitant of the Earth : There 1s not an Inha- 
birant upon the Earth, but he is ſometimes 
haunted, with theſe fears, and theſe exceedinly 
diiccompole and disjoint the Soul, and unfir it 
for the Service of God : Now God hath gi- 
ven you Hope of Glory for an Antidote 
againſt this Poylon, to cure you of your 
tears; imploy your hopes againſt your fears, 
and confute your fears with your hopes. ( 1.) 
Argue a /4inore ad majus, from the lets to 
the greater : Doth the fear of Hell and Dam- 
nation jeize you ? confute it thns, he that 


.[ath a ſure certain Hope of Glory, ſhall en- 


joy the end of his hope, viz. The Salvation 
of his Soul, otherwile this hope were in vain; 
and God hath piven me ſuch a hops : Away 
then thou fear,it's not for him that lives in hopes 


.jof Glory to torment himlelf with iuch need- 


leſs fears : Thus by your Hope cait out your 
Fears. (2. ) Argue majore ad minns, trom 
the Sreater to the lels, Kom. 8. 32. Shall be 
nt with him freely give us all th:mgs? hath he 


fven me Chriſt, and the Hope "of Glory, 


and ſhall I fear want ? no ſurely, he will ſee co 


zud;|my needs, and fupply me with all neceflaries, 
andand what need | more ? Phil. 4. 19, My God 


andjÞall ſupply all your wants, according 


to his 


ribleſRiches in Glory by Chriſt ; he hath ſupplied 


with 
icm, 


the wants of my Soul, and ſhall I fear want 
F 4 of 
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of ſupplies for my body, when I have a pro- 
mile of the iupply of all my need ? No, no, 
as I hope for Glory, 1o will I hope in God 
for bodily ſupplies, and caſt my- care upon 
him, that alway hath taken care for my tup- 
ply. 

4. Conform your ſelves to Chriſt, with 
whom you hope to live in Glory : Conform to 
his Precepts and to his Pattern, do his Will on 
Earth as it's done in Heaven. See that your 
Hopes of Glory influence your Heart, and 
excite Heavenly-mindednels : You that hope to 
live with Chriſt in Glory, what manner of 
perſons ought ye to be, how exact in your 
daily walk, how lively in every Duty, how re- 
gular'in all your actions? you ſhould make 
your hopes of Glory a ſtrong Argument againſt 
Sin; it's not for one that hopes to live with 
Chriſt in Glory to mind earchly things, 1 Jobs 
3.3. Every man that hath this hope in him- 
felf,, purifies himſelf, as he is pure : He Argues 
thus with himſelf; Chriſt is pure and holy, 
and I hope to live with him in Glory, and 
therefore it concerns me above others ro ſhun 
all uncleanneſs, and to keep my lelf vntported 
from the World. 

5. Confirm your hope of Glory more and 
more. Strong hopes of Glory would add 
much ſtrength to your Soul. (1.)Your patience 
would be much ſtrengthned by it; ſteady,firm, 
and allvred hopes of Glory wouid enable you 
to polieis your touls in Patience, under the 


{adeſt 
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ſadeſt Circumſtances that can befall you, 1 The/. 
I. 3. Remembring your patience of Hope : Patience 
is the product of hope, and hope the Mother of 
patience the ſtronger your hope, the greater 
your patience ; Hope therefore mult be {trength- 
ned for the increaſe of patience : You have 
need of Patience, Heb. 10. 36. It's needful 
to help you to wait for mercy under long 
delays of Mercy, and to help you to bcar ad- 
verlity without Delpondeney. High Hopes 
of Glory heigthen Patience, and patience 
eaſeth the Burden of Oppreſhon. (2 ) Your 
Praiſes would be much fweerned by it. A 
Heart filled with Hope of Glory is a joy- 
ful heart, and Praiſes God melodiouily and 
joylully, Pſal. 16. 9. Therefore my heart is olad, 
and my glory rejoiceth, my fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in 
hope ; or according to the Hebrew, dwell con- 
kdently, and | hope to enjoy everlaſting reſt 
in Glory, and this makes my heart olad, ang 
my glory rezoyce, when with my 'plory or 
tongue I gloriftie God in Tram perl out his 
Praife, my heart rejoyceth in me. Strong hopes 
fill the heart with ſtrong Contolations, Heb. 
6. 19. and ſtrong Contolations enlarge the 
heart in Prailes, Confirmed hope quickens 
and corrobarates the Soul, and makes the prat- 
les of God very delightful to a Chriſtian, 

6. Comfort your telves under all Difcom- 
forts,  Dilappointments and Ditlcouragements 
with your hopes of Glory : You are ſure whillt 


you are in this envious World to meer with 
Troubles, 
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Troubles, but be of good Comfort, Chriſt 
within you, and your hope of Glory will 
{upport you 1a your Trouble, and animate 
you under them; you need not to be troub- 
ted at your troubles, they will quickly be 
over. Conſider for your Comfort that thefe 
——_—_ are, 

. Palf £5 tO Glory, Alts 1 bo | 22 Ile 
as throus -b much tribulation enter into the 
Kinsgom of Heaven. The way to Glory is 
a thorny way,and you muſt expett in your Pal: 
fage Tribulation, and much Tribulation, and 
mn'; pais « through it. Mariners and Merchants 
pais throuph many a ſtorm, and if they come 
welt keme richly laden, the) hink well of 
the Voyzre. And though your paſlage to 
gory be tempeſtuous and ftormy, yet glo- 
ry Wii rake amends for all. 

C2) Petty matters if compared to glory, 
nor worrny to © cempared to tt : Rom.'$. 
18. Poor, incoofiderabie inings to glory, 
and why then ſhroud you make 'tuch adoe 
abort them? who wilt be concerted about 
a fool ep or two 8n Nis way, that 1s going 
0 t2KE PL Tfon al a (own? 

EW Prep aratives tor Glary, Heb. 12. 11. 
7 bey vicla re | pPraceaile fu of r1, hreeuſneſs ; - 
they make the Soul fruitful, and that in rood 
fruits : And the more > of theſe fruits we bring 
fort>, the more meet and fit we are for Glo- 
ry 

(4.) Productive of a richer degree of Glory, 

2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. 4. 17. not only ſuffering for Chriſt, 
but- bodily afflictions are not only momen- 
tary but gainful, and means appointed to ob 
taina more weighty Crown of Glory. Now 
mind thele things, and conſider it will be but a 
while, but all your Troubles will be over, 
and in che mean time your condition is com- 
fortable. 

3 Vſe. Of Direction how to attain to a 
well-prounded hope of Glory. Wouid you 
live under fure and certain hope of Glory, and 
not deceive your telves with vain preiumptuous 
hopes of glory, then you mult ger Chriſt into 
your hearts, that Chriſt in you may be your 
nope of glory. You that live either without 
Chriſt, or apainſt Chriſt in the world, and 
flatter your lelves in vain with hopes of glory, 
know that you are miſtaken in your own eſtate, 
and do bur put a cheat upon your own Souls: 
Your prelent Condition 1s a hopeie!s Condi- 
tion, there is no hope of glory growing inthe 
Garden of your So! als : There is ho! ni. of Glo- 
ry attai able, but not in the cale you are 1n : 
You muſt make {ure of Chriit, or | am ſure 
you cannot be {:ved: Your hopes will cer- 
tainlv bs fruſtrated ; and therefore expect no! 
Heaven under the guilt and ſtate of fin, bur 
fly to the City of Re -fuge, put on Chriſt, be- 
come his Diiciples, take his Yoke upon you, 
that Chriſt may become your Hope of Glo- 
ry. It is not locaſie a matter to get to Hea- 
ven as you take it to be, nor to get a well 

grounded 
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crounded Hope of Glory. Such a hope is 
(i confets ) worth your utmoſt diligence in 
fecking afrer it; it's an excellent thing, and 
fuch as enjoy it are excellent men, and Oh 
thar you would look diligently afrer ir. ln 
hope that ſome are willing to get in this hope- 
fui Condition, I ſhall direct you how it js to 
be obtained, and what is required in order 
thereunto, Would you get a ture 2nd certain 
Hope of Glory ? then it muſt be by Union and 
Communion with Chriſt; and this cannot be 

had bu: from Cariſt hinelf; And if you would 
have it: from Chriſt, he requires on your part, 


{=rigv5 Conſideration, fincere Content, and fa- 
cre) Compliance. 

( t. ) S2rious Conſideration ; Exzchk. 18. 28. 
Becan'e he conlidereth and tarnerk away from 


all ;'5 wichedne/s5 that be hath committea, be ſhall 
ſurely live, _ nz (hall not dic. You lee Con- 
verſion -_ eceeds Salvation, and Coniidera- 
tio2 preceeds Converſion. Continuance in 
Sin =_ ceeds for want of due Conſideration : 
You will never be brought ro turn away from 
your wickedne!s ?ti!] you be brought to conh- 
der, Has..7. Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, CONs 
freer your wavs. God puts the Sinner in order to 
his Converſion upon {erious Conſideration, and 
cal/s upon him to Conſider : Oh then, take the 
matter into ferious Conſideration, commune 
with your own Hearts, and conlider leriouſly, 

1, The Woes as are denounced by God 


a9ainft impenitent Sinners, //a. 3, 11. IVoe 
20 
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to the Wickge : Joh. 10. 15. If 1 be wicked, Woe 
wnto me : a. 5.18, 19, 20. Wo to them that 
draw Iniquity with the cords of Vanity — — 
Wee to them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that fay- concerning ew, it 1s ood ; 
Now conſider theſe Woes are dreadful, and 
that you are they that lie under theſe Woes, 
and {tand in danger of their Execution, F/a. 
5O. 22, Now conſider this, ye that forget God 
leaſt ] tear you mm PLeces, and there be none to 
deliver : When God is putting his Woes 
in Execution, then ther= is no way toelcape 3 
he like a Lyon tears in pieces, and there 1s 
none to deliver, Coniider then that if the 
Execution of the Woes of God be not pre- 
vented by true Repentance, you are certain- 
ly undone for ever; they are denounced a- 
Sainſt you, and if they fall upon you, your 
condition will be woeful to all Eternity. 
2. The way to eicape the Woes you lie 
under 1s only by Jeins Chriſt, Fohz 14. 6, 
] am the way : 200 is $4 vation in no 
other : You cannot {ave your lelves {rom theſe 
Woes by any thine you can Co or {uffer, it's 
your Sins have brought you under thele 
Woes, and {atisfaCtion muſt be made to Di- 
vine Juſtice for your Sins, and this 1s done 
by Chriit, and by the plenary. Satisfaction 
that he made for Sin ; he is become and pro- 
claimed to bea mighty and all ſufficieur Savi- 
our, and all are invited to come to him for 


Salvation, So that you fee, he is the way: 
Therefore 
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Therefore conſider, that as yet ye are out of 
Chrilt, and lo out of the way to Glory : And 
what hope can you have of Glory, that are 
not in the way to Glory; P/ſal. 119. 1756. 
ak? loſt ſheep you are gone aftray, and 
are wandring out of the way, There is but 
one way to tleaven, and that 1s by Chriſt, 
and as yet you are out of this way : So that 
if you continue as you are, you cannot have 
any ture Hop2 of Glory. And conlider al- 
io, 

3. The wants that remain in you nnſup- 
plied in this your Chriftle!s Condition, you 
want Pardon of Sin, Peace of Conſcience, 
Poverty and Purity of Heart, and the Spt- 
rit of Grace and Supplication z all which 
are requiſite to make you -meet for Heaven, 
and to ma! = way for {are and certain hopes of 
Glory, P-:1. 4. ao My God ſoall ſupply all your 
wants, mv" 'ng to bis Riches in Glory by Chriſt 
Feſus : It is by Chriſt that God lupplies tnet? 
wants; and when Chriit comes 1nto a Soul, 
he bri 135 ſuch fapplies along with him as 
tupply ail the ne <d of the Soul. As \s long as 
you continue without Chriſt, your __ Con- 
tinne anſupplied ; In Chritt all fulaeſs dwelt, 
Flulnsſs of Might, fulnels of Mzric, and ful. 
nf ofMi-rcy ; An1 of his fulnels iactvas are fa- 
ved by Ciritt re:2ive Grace for Gracz, 709 1. 
15. ON then conſider the need that you ſtand 
in of Chriſt to fupply your need. Your needs 


re great, they cx119% be ſupplied from the 
World 


as 
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World, ir affords not one ſupply of the needs 
of your Soul, nor can they be tapplyed from 
vour telves: It's you thar are needy, and 
went {upplics of your need: It?s Chriſt and him 
alone that {upplies the need of the Soul, and 
all ics need. Oh ftand fill a while, and fix 
youreyes upon Chriſt: And now you are up- 
on Conlideration, confider him that deierves 
vour moſt Serious and Solemn Conſideration, 
Heb. 3.1. Conſider the Apoſtle and <> "24 
of our profeſſion Chriſt Feſus. Heb. 

' I on fe der 11 that endur ed ſuch — i 
Sizners againſt himſelf : You have heen con- 
idering your ſelves, your Woes, your Wan- 
derings and your Wants, Now conſider 
the Apoſtle and High Preiſt of our Profeſſion, 
Cliriit Jelus. Coniider what he is in him- 
felf, the Son of God, the great Mediator of 
the Covenant ; and {( onticer what he is to 
luch as receive him, he 1s their Apoſtle and 
Hign-Preitt, and heir Advocate with the Fa 
ther, and fo their Hope of Glory ; Coult- 
der, 

(1, ) His fullneſs and all-{ufficien oY : way 
your dilcai'e 1s Heritary and Mor"al. © his 
Blood hach Vertue and Ethcacy nong "7 072 IT 
to recover you: Though your need is to 
Freat, that the Riches of the World cannoc 
tupply ir, yet he is fo Rich and All-{uffect- 
ent that he ſupplies all the wants of all- that 
come to him « He is wonderful, the Wonder 
of the World, and the Wonder of Heaven, 


7:GT 


96 Chriſt in us, 

not only for his greatneſs but for his good- 
nets. How amazing is it to conſider, all the 
rich {npplies wherewith he tupplies his Peo- 
ple ? 
( 2.) Ris faichfuineſs: As the fuineſs of 
his Perion, to the faithiulnels of -his Promi- 
{es is very conſiderable, Heb. 10: 23.  Faith- 
ful 1s he chat promiſed : He hath promiled ro 
entertain all that come to him, and to calt off 
none that come, John. 6. 37. Bur to tupply 
all their wants, and to fave them from the 
wrath to come, and great is his faithfulneſs, 
and continues to all Generations, that it's be- 
yond all doubt that all ſuch ſhall be ſaved, 
and may live in ſure and certain hope of Glo- 
ry. Now you lee what coniiderations are 
required irom you, and if you confider thele 
things, you will find that they will con- 
vince you of your Miſery by nature, and 
tnclinz you to make ule of your Remedy : 
But then Remember what Conſiderations 
they muſt be; they mult be ſerious Con- 
tderations. Some are inconiiderate, arid do not 
mind things of this Nature ; others conſider 
them {ightly, and not feriouily, and this 
keeps them off from the benefit of ſuch Con- 
iderations ; they do not weigh Matrers, nor 
mind the great importance of them, nor conſi- 
der themictves, how much they themlelves are 
concerned in the Matrer; and hence it is that 
their Conliderations wors no Convictions nor 


Converſions in them. You mult {o Conſider, as 
that 
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that your Conſiderations may make deep im- 
preſſions upon.your Souls: Your Conliderarions 
muſt be fiducial Conſiderations, and frequent 
Conſiderations, and affectionate Contideratie 
ons, dwelling upon the matters pondered, 
and driving them home to the Conlcience, 
till you find your Souls much concerned 
about them: And then from Conlideration 
proceed to Content, and fo | come to the 
tecond thing required from you, vits 

( 2. ) Sincere Content: Follow on with 
Conſtderation "till the Soul freely Content. 

And your Content mult be real and Re- 
ligious 3 ic muſt be a willing voluntary Con- 
ſent, withour'conltraint and compulſion, giv- 
en out of choice, as a matter rhat 1s molt eli- 
gable, rational an4 ulcful : Ic muit be an 
upright, ſincere and cordial Conlent, without 
Hypocriſic, lynilter Ends, or worldly Re- 
Ip=CGts, as to a matter purely Religious and 
of a Divine Nature: And it ma ; be an Uni- 
verial, {mparrial and Cathoiick Content, with- 
out Reiervation, Limication, or {ecret Ex- 
ception to all the Terms of the Goſpel. This 
Conlenc muit be given, 

1. To the Covenant of Grace, as to the Mag- 
na Charta of all your Chriſtian Rights and 
Priviledges: You muit contefr ro che matter 
of it as Gracious, Immutable, Royal, Irre- 
vocable and Fundamental : And you maſt con- 
lent to the. main end of it, as ir's a ſtanding 
Monument of Free-Grace, and beſpeaks God 

© reconciled 
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reconciled by Chriſt to all faithfal Conſent” 
ers: And as it's a ſpecial Pledge of his inf- 
nite Love to his Elect, and che Confirmari- 
on of their Faich, and their ſealed Indenture 
for Glory. 

2. To Chriſt the great Mediator of the Co- 
venant, as to the Perſon from whom you ex- 
pect all the bleſſings of the Covenaar, and up- 
on whom you wholly depend for Salvation, 
and for ail the Mercies that accompany Sal- 
vatien;z you muſt conlent to his Offices, and 
15 the exerciſe of all his Offices in and over 
you. You muſt conſent to his Yoke of Go- 
vernment, to [ubmit to- his Laws, and to 
his Sovereignty : You muſt confent to his 
Crols, to partake with him in Suffering, and 
paſs through much Tribulation to the King- 
dom of Heaven, and muſt cake him for bet- 
rer 2nd worle, to be true and faichful ro him 
to the Death. 

3. To tne Conditions of the Covenant, be 
they never ſo hard to fleſh and blood, He 
conients not ovly to tuch Conditions of the 
Covenant as may confiftt with his Profits 
and Reputation, eale and fafety, but wich ſuch 
as are incouſiſtent with the lame, as he con- 
ſents. 

( 1.) To part with all his Sins, be they 
never to plealant and profitable to him, be it 
as bis right Hand or right Eye ; you muſt 
be willing to part with chem, and conſent ro 
be divorced from t1em, As Abraham conlent- 


ed 
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ed to the Sacrificing of his dear Son 1/age, 
and God accepred the Will for the Deed, 
and his intention 1s accounted his A. ion, 
Heb. 11. 17. So you mutt content to the 
Cracifying of your b=lov..d vyins, and wil. 
lingnels to part with chem all will find 
accepiance with GoJi, though tiney be 
not wholly put to De -ath ta you in this 
Life. 

( 2.) To practice all the Duties of Reli- 
gion at all rimes, and under che greateſt Haz- 
zZards; even then when the Laws of men 
contradict the Laws of God, and make it 
penal to obey em, you mult content ro all 
matrers of Faith and Obedience, becaule en- 
joyned by God, and ovlidging co Conſcience, 
though chereby yu expole your telves to the 
Scorn and Malice of «ticked and unreaſona- 
ble Men ; you muſt content to live to Chriſt 
2s well as to be taved by Chriit, and all 
that you do for God mutt -be Jone out of 
Love, Thankfulneis and Obedience. 

(3.) To place all your hope in Chriſt, with- 
out reſpect to any Merit tnat 1s in your own 
good Works: You muſt conſent ro the doing of 
g00d Works with ali dil;getice, as they are the 
Paths in which you are io walk, and the evi- 
dences of your Faich, and the Comforts of your 
Lives, and the works that belong to your gene- 
ral Calling : But as for your Faith and Hope, 
they mult b- fixed on Chriſt, and you muſt 
onlent to take him for your only Saviour, 
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and to hope in his Word, and to traſt to 
his faithfulneſs for the jupply of all your 
wants. And from a fincere Confent you muſt 
proceed to a lacred Complyance. There is 
required from you, 

( 3.) S-cred Compliance : Your fincere 
Content muſt be. !econded with a holy Com- 
pliance. 

When you are come up to a free and ful] 
Content, do not ſtick there, but follow it with 
a heavenly Compliance ; fall to che work that 
you have conlented to, and put good Inten- 
tions into godly Actions : He that gives his 
- Aſſent and Content to what in his Conſcience 
he difallows, and in his practiſe he relolves 
not to perforin, is condemned in himtelf. See 
that you demonſtrate the ſincerity of your 
conlenc by a holy compliance with Chriſt 
your Saviour, In every branch of your Chri- 
ſtian Content make an open profeſſion of your 
Conlent by a cordial compliance with the 
Rules of the Golpel, and herein follow your 
own Conſent, and not the cuſtom of others: 
Remember your Covſent is to the -Virals of 
your Reiigion, and your Compliance is yout 
indilpenſible Dary, and let not the Exam- 
ple of teliſh men miſguide you in your 
work. Your Compliance muſt carry a cot- 
relpondence with your Conlent, and a confor- 
miry to Cariſt your Saviour ; and if the An- 
gry World frown at you for your preciſene{: 
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ſuch contradiction of Sinners ; mind you your 
work, and ler your compliance be ſuch as is 
blametels, and ſer light by the Cenfures of ſuch 
as are Strangers to ſure and certain Hope of 
Glory, Let your main care be that your 
Compliance be according to the Golpel, and 
in compliance with Chriitt and your Chriſtian 
Co:i!cat, (1.) Cloſe with Chriſt, coming 
up to the Terms that you have conſented to. 
Set your ſelves as in his Preſence, and renew 
your Baptiſmal Covenant. Renounce the 
World, the Devil and the Fleſh, and devote 
your lelves to Chriſt and to his Service, with 
penitent Hearts for your by-paſt Breaches of 
your Covenant, and importunate Prayers for 
help from Heaven, and Strength to keep 
cloſe unto God for time to come, Thus 
eſpouſe your ſelves to Chriſt in Covenant, 
with full purpoſe of Heart to be faichful there- 
In. 

2. Chooſe a faithful Guide for your Souls, 
to help you in your work, and quicken you 
in your Duty : The Lord that beſt knows 
your Need, hath appointed by his ſtanding 
Ordinance ſuch Guides in his Church, and 
( Blefled be his Name ) hath provided {ach 
for you, and require you to honour and obey 
them, and to attend upon their Miniſtry, and 


| by his Bleſſing upon their Labours and your 


faithful endeavours in the right ule of his Or- 
dinances adminiſtred by them, your Souls 
may come to be builc up in the holy Faith, and 
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{o ſtrengthened in believing as to live in ſure 
and certain Hope of Glory. 

3. Cheriſh your good beginnings, with 
ſecret Devotions, and daily Supplications for 
the Spirit of Adoption: Secret Prayer 1s a 
creat help againſt ſecret Sins ; agd when put 
up by a broken and contrite Spirit, then it is 
a {pecial means for the obtaining fure and 
certain Hopes of Glory. Under the ſecret 
Humiliations of the Soul before the Lord, 
the Lord oft viſits the Sonl in kindneſs, and 
Communicates unto it {uch hints of his Love, 
as ſtrengthen Hope and pive aſſurance of Glo. 


ry. Oh make Conlcience of Secret Prayer, 


and make it your daily Practile, and be le- 
rious and devout therein, and you will at laſt 
arrive at the Haven of Reſt; for ſo Chriſt 
giveth the Soul of his Beloved reſt ; reſt 
from 1t's fears and doubts, and quiers it 
with ſure and certain Hopes of Glory. 

4. Chear up your Souls with iuch Tokens of 
Love as you receive from Chriſt in your Com- 
pliance with him: If you be cordial in your 
Compliance, and fincere in your Obedience, 
you will find that your Labour 1s not in vain, 
Plal. 19. 1:1. In keeping bis Commandments 
#here is creat Reward : Not only for keep- 
ing them, bar in keeping them : It's in keep- 
ing them that Gods People have fellowſhip 
with the Trinity : It's in keeping them that 
they receive new ſupplies of Grace and Mer- 
cy, and fuch manifeſtations of Gods Love as 
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fill their Souls with high Hopes of Glory : 
Be then encouraged to carry on your Compli- 
anc2 with Chritt, and that with care and faich- 
falneſs, 'till you attain to ſure and certain Hope 
of Glory. 

4.. Uſe, Of Caution : To prevent miſtakes 
and milapprehenſions about this Doctrine : 
| ſhall conclude with {ome Cautions- 


1 Caution. 


Take heed of concluding againſt your ſelves, 
that becauſe your hopes of Glory are fo low 
and doubtful, and not {ure and certain hopes, 
that therefore you live without Chriſt in the 
World, and have no hope, nor any ground 
of Hope of Glory : I would not diſcourage 
any Babe in Chriſt, nor encrea{e the doubts of 
poor doubting Souls, and therefore leave with 
you this Caution : And that you may avoid 
this Snare, ſhall lay down ſome Propofitioas 
to clear up your underſtandirg in this mat- 
er, 

1. Propoſition, It's the manifeſtation of 
Chriſts Preſence in the Soul that breeds and 
feeds our Hope of Glory ; and when this mani- 
ſeſtatien is obſcure, the Souls Hope of Glory 


- | muſt need be dim and doubtful, 1 Cor. 2. 12. 


We have received the Spirit which 3s of God, 
that we might kaow the things that are freely 
given us of God, Here Paul diſtinguiſheth 
betwixt Mercies freely given us of God, and 
the manifeſtation of the giving them to the 
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Soul : Many have Grace and Mercy gpiv- 
en, but know it not : The Spirit firſt gives 
Grace, and afterwards gives the Soul to know 
and underſtand that it hath Grace given to it; 
Now though Grace lie in the Soul, yer the 
Soul ſeeth 1t not, nor doth it know the Grace 
that it hath received,till the Spirit of God make 
it known to the Soul, and when the Spirit 
makes ir known to the Soul, then the Mant- 
feſtation of ir to the Soul puts the Soul into a 
hopeful condition, and it hopes for Glory : Now 
if hope of Glory depends upon the Manifeſta- 
tion of Grace to the Soul, then there may 
be Grace, and yer little or no hope: Becauſe 
there may be Grace not manifeſted, bat yet 
unknown to the Soul : So that none can unlaint 
themlelves or others from doubts about Grace. 
2 Propoſuion, It's the Manner and Method 
of God in his Dealings with his Peopie, lome- 
times to withhold ſure and certain hope of 
Glory from chem a long time, for gracious Ends 
and Purpotes, thar tend to their great advan- 
tage; as. (1.) Io puta great Value upon the 
Mercy, that ic may be more precious and wel- 
come When it comes; like Health after Sick: 
neſs, when they lye long under the want. of 
it, they fee the worth of it, and ſo come:wa 
have a higher eſtecm of it, and to prize it 
more When they have ir, (2.,)) To prove and 
EXErciie their Faith and Patience in waiting, 
ang their Obedience in {eeking aiter it, un- 
der ſuch long delays of giving it, God delights 
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to ſee his People ſhewing their fincerity un- 
der their Trials. (3.) To preleve it for a more 
opportune ſeaton : Phylitans referve their 
Cordials againſt fainting Fiis, and fo doth God 
nis Comforts: Sure and Certain Hopes of 
Glory is a rich Cordial, and he oft delays the 
giving of it till he ſees a fainting fir approach- 
ing, and then to {ſupport the Soul under a Cri- 
(lis, or under a. Qualm he pives it. (4.) To 
prevent Pride and Unthankfulnels : He keeps 
the Soul under delays of Mercy to humble 
ic, that ic may bear it humbly, and entertain 
itthankfully. 


2 Caution, 


Take heed of Complaining for want of high 
hopes, for the Fault lies in your ſelves; Lam. 
3. 39. Wherefore doth a living man complain, 
4 man for the puniſhment of þis (ins: Your want 
of High Hope is pena damni, a puniſhment of 
lols, you looſe much Comfort by it : But its 
the puniſhment of your ſin. (1) You hearken 
to the Voice of th? Devil, and flop your ears 
at the Voice of God, and {o let the Devil baf- 
he you out of the choiceſt Comforts of your 
lives, and then complain. (2.) You harbour 
the fin of Unbelief, as if it were a harmlels 
thing, whenas itis a provoking fin ; Complain 
as long as you plea{z, you will never attain to 
high hopes as long as you do: Let none 
ex pect high hope of Glory till theſe things 
be wrought in their Souls. 

Fa 
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7. Till the League betwixt' the Soul and 
Sin be broken, and the heart be quire out 
with tin, as it's an Enemy both to Chriſt and 
the Soul! ; whilſt the Heart is indalgent to fin, 
and deals favourably with it, it cannot have 
any ſure hope of Glory; but when its become 
weary of ir, and 1s willing to part with it, then 
the Soul is under that Promiſe, ar. 11. 
{aſ?. anJ ina fair way to hopes of Glory. 

2. Till the Lerrs that keep Chrift and the 
Soul a{under be removed: Reſting 1n our own 
Righteonfnets, rejeing the command of Faith, 
and regarding the objections of Unbelicf ; yea, 
retaicing and cheriſhing the Sin of Unbelief 
as 2 barmleſs thing, and fit Companion for the 
Soul, are all impediments that muſt be re- 
moved, before hope can triumph in the Soul. 

3. Till the Life of Faith be ſet up and 
kept up in the Soul, Unbelief muſt not only be 
{uppre'ied, but Faith muſt be exerciſed and 
kept to its work , in the foul: Gal. 3. 14. We 
receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith, 
And its the Acts and Operations of Faith to de. 
monſtrate to. the Soul that ir hath received 
the Spirit, and therefore a faithlefs Soul can- 
not live in true Hope of Glory. 

4. Till the Love of God be ſhed abroad 
in the Soul. Rom. 5. 4, 5. Experience works 
Hope ; viz. The Experience of the Love of God 
ro the foul : When his Love is ſhed abroad 
in th= heart, and his Love-tokens eppear in 
the {oul, and the Spirit gives the ſoul a ſight 
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of the Demonſtrations of God's Love ; eve- 
ry Grace 1s a drop of Divine Love, and the 
more of theſe drops are ſhed in the Soul, the 
more vitlible it is ro the Soul that Chriſt is in 
it; and the greater fatisfation that the Soul 
hath herein, the greater are its hope of Glo- 
ry. 
3 Caution, 

Take heed of conceired cauſeleſs hopes of 
Glory : There are ſome ( whether in Chriſt 
or oat of Chriſt I am not to determine ) that 
pretend to high hopes of Glory, from an high 
opinion that they have of Free-Grace, though 
they want the manifeſtation of true Grace in 
themſelves : That Free-grace is to be admired, 
| grant, ' and would not derrogate from the 
honour of Free-grace for a world : Yet I pofi- 
tively affirm chat its not Free-grace, quia gra- 
tis datur, but quia nobis datur , not becauſe 
is freely given, but becauſe its given to us, 
and abideth in us, and ſhews to us that Chriſt 
sinus, and we by him ina ſtate of Reconct- 
liation with God, that is the Spring of all true 
hope of Glory. 

(1.) Becauſe this hope of Glory is one of 
the Priviledges of the Sons of God, and no 
common mercy ; whereas if it came from Grace 
as free, and not as in us, and from a high opt- 
nion of Free-grace, and not from the fruiti- 
on of Free-grace, then it's a common mercy, 
and may be found in any hypocrite that hath 
ſuch an opinion in himlelf. 

(2) Be- 
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(2.) Becauſe this Hope of Glory is one of 
the Products of efteCtual Vocation,and a Benefir 
thar floweth from it: Col. 3. 15. Epheſ. 4. 4. 
and therefore preſuppoſeth effectual Vocati- 
on; We muſt expect nothing from Free-grace 
but what com2s 1n Gods own appointed way, 
and not creare to our ſelves fooliſh fancies 


for hopes of Glory. 


4. C aut 1010, 


Take heed of Clouding your Hope of Glo- 
ry by dangerous Relapſes into ſin, Do 
you live in ſure hopes of Glory ? prize your 
privil=dge, bur beware of obſcuring it: You 
find che tweetnels of ir, and ſhould make 
much of ir, and avoid every thing that E- 
clipleth this Hope of Glory, P/. 85. 8. God 
will ſpeak peace to his people, but let them not 
YerwTr7 ara ro folly. q. d, [I returned to Folly 
afrer I received Peace, and I have ſmarted for 
it; | broke my Peace, and loſt my lenſible 
hope, and would have the world to take war- 
ning by me, and to take heed of Relaples 
into ſin, {cr Relaptes into {in are returns un- 
to Folly : Let vs all rake warning by David, 
and ſtand upon our - Guard, and withſtand 
fin in its firſt motion, leſt ir get advantage, and 
we come to return to Folly, and fo we looſe 
the aſſurance of Hope : It's a doleful loſs, 
and deprefſeth the Soul with much Fear and 
Anpguiſh; and it's difficult and hard to regain 


it, and therefore it will be our Wildong_to 
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ſeek to prevent, and to fly fin, as we would 
fiy from a Serpent ; for {in deals. with the hu- 
ners, as the Theives did by the Perſon of him 
that is {poken of, Luke 10. 30. They ſtrips 
and wounded him : It (trips the Soul of us 
Peace, and Hope, and Joy, and wounds the 
Conlcience ; it is like the fiery Serpents in the 
Wilderneſs, that ſtung aud mortally wound- 
ed the [/raclites; and tbe wounds of Sin are 
not eaſily healed : And they are painful wounds ; 
they made David, as ſtour a Warriour as he 
was, tO roar out, Pſal. 38. 8. When hope is 
clouded by the duſt of fin, the poor toul lan- 
euiſhes, and lives very uncomfortable, aud that 
which aggravates its mitery, 15 the ſtate from 
whence 1t is fallen, To fall from hope into 
Deſpair, from Joy into Sorrow, adds much 
to the greatneſs of the Grief. 


5 C aution. 


Take heed of cheriſhing Fears of future out- 
ward Calamities, and falling into bad times : 
Under high hopes of Giary I find a great 
Conlternation in many about approaching e- 
vils, and ail hope of future good to the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in theſe Nations caſt off by them. 
] have read the prelenc Dilemma of theſe 
Nations of England, Scotland -and Ireland, 
conſidered, argued and improved, that hath 
juſtly alarmed us, and am under the fame 
apprehenſions with that Learned and Reve- 
rend Author; But think that timorous Per- 

tons 


110 Chrift in as, 


ſons abuſe the Author, by awakening their 
diſkraſtful fears, and ſuppreſſing : cheir hopes 
and Faith in Gods Faithfaineis and 4ll-ſuffici- 
ency under our lad Circumſtances : All the 
Sreat experiences of Guds goodnels, and the 
proviſion that he hath made for our future 
{upply, ought not to be overlooked, but re- 
main as food for Faich and Hope to feed 
upon ; Nay, were onr caſe much worſe than 
it is, it is our duty with David to encou- 
rage our lelves in the Lord our. God, and 
to exercile an univerſal truſt in him, not on- 
ly in the concerns of our Souls, but in and 
about the Concerns of $:zox. And though [ 
have diſcovered my thoughts to many of an 
approaching violent ſtorm, yet I look upon 
it as a ſtorm in mercy to -the People of 
God, as the great Deſign of Providence, to 
uſher in thereby the greaceft Favours that 
ever were conferred upon the Churches of 
Chriſt ; and have that Scripture much in 
my mind, Ezickh, 20. 37, 38. 1 will cauſe 
ou to paſs under the Rod, and will bring you 
nto the bond of the Covenant : And I will purge 
out from amongſt you the Rebels, and them that 
tranſgr eſs againſt me : Thele Rebels muſt be 
purged our that oppoſe the work of the 
Lord, and hinder what he is about ro do for 
his people : And we muſt be brought again 
into the Bond of the Covenant, and pals 
under the Rod, in order to this great Mer- 


Cy ; and this Rod therefore is not to be fear-' 
ed, 
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ed, nor to weaken, but to heighten our hope : 
And 1 am not wholly without hope 
thac I my ſelf ( tho? aged ) may yet 
liveto lee the ftorm over, and the REbels there- 
by purged our, and the Bond of the Cove- 
naut 1enewed, and the People of God united, 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt advanced, and his 
faithiul Amballadors promoted, 1m tuch a me- 
thod of Providence, as {hall add iuch Luſtre 
to the Mercy, and ſuch clear Evidence that 
tis the Lords work, that the very Enemies 
thereof (hall be put to perpetual Silence, And 
| entreat my Brethren, and all that fear the 
Lord, to hope in the Lord, not only for glo- 
ry, bur for great and glorious things from 
Go4, as the return of many Prayers of Faith, 
and the iſſue of all the great things that our 
200d God hath already wrought for us. The 
ins of the Natiun cannot hinder the accom- 
pliſhment of abtolute promiles : The promiſe 
of the Meſſiah was an ablolure promile 5 and 
though its accompliſhment was long delayed, 
yet in the fulneis of the appointed time he 
came, and the degenerated itate of the Church 
could not hinder it. The Promite of the De- 
liverance of the //ra*lites out of Egypr was an 
ablolute Promiſe, and fulfilled exactly, not- 
withſtanding the great fins that then abound- 
ed. Provoking fins cannot nullifie nor fruſtrate 
abſolute Promiſes : Now the Promiles of the 
Downfall of Antichriſt, and of the Calling of 
the 7ews, and of the fullne(s of the Gentzles, are 


F ablo- 
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abſolute promitles yer unfulfilied ; and the time 
though concealed from us, yet cannot be afar 
off}, 1ſa. 10. 25. Tet a very lutle time and the 
indignation ſhall ceaſe, and mine anger in their 
deſtru&ion >» Gods anger towards his People 
ends in the deſtroying of their Enemies, 7g. 2. 
3. Though ir tarry, wait for ir, becauie it will 
turely come, it will not tarry. The accompliſh- 
ment of ablolacte Promiſes tarry tii] the appoint- 
ed time of their accompliſhment, and then it 
{urely comes, and will not tarry ; Satan, fin- 
ners, nor fin abounding, can caule it to tarry 
any longer, 1/a. 46. laſt. lt (hall not be far 
off ; and my ſalvation ſhall not tarry, and I will 
place ſalvation in Sion for Iſrael my Glory : 
Salvation is provided far and placed near to 
the Church of Chriſt, ready to come forth 
at the appointed time, till then it muſt carry in 
its appointed place, and then it ſhall not car- 
ry; then fin may abound, but though fin a- 
bound then, yet it ſhall not tarry. The 
Intereſt of Chriſt in the world ( I con: 
fels) is very low, and many of the Reform: 
ed Churghes near to ruin: P/, 12. 5. But for 
the oppreſſion of the poor and the ſighing of the 
needy, now will ] ariſe, ( ſaith the Lord ) I will 
fet him in ſafety from him that puſf:rh at him, 
Mans extremity is Gods opportunity to ſhew 
mercy in. And to me the low eſtate of the 
Charches is an Encouragment,as it is demonſtra- 


tive that the appointed time draws nigh, which|,f c 


is ulually luch a time as 
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to the Deliverance. Now I expect that ſtorm 
to arile chat will fall upon the Enemies of 
Chriſt, lead forth the workers of iniquity, 
that peace may be upon S:on, by the remos 
val of the Diſturbers of her peace. And be- 
caule it will be terrible, it concerns us all to 
{trzngthen our Souls againſt the Fears and Ter- 
rors that muſt needs accompany it, wich high 
hopes of Glory, and allo of a good liſue : Let 
us make God our Refuge, and in him let us 
nope : Though it darken the sky that no lighc 
appear, yet let us truſt in the Name of the Lord, 
and ſtay our {ewes upon our God, [1ſa. 50. 10. 
Let us mind our then preſent duty, and ſtick 
cloſe to the Lord our God, in hope that he will 
bring Light out of Darkneſs, and turn all co 
the furtherance of the Goipel. Let us humble 
our lelves for our (ins and the fins of the Land ; 
but let us not deſpair becaule of ſin, but live 
in ExpeCtation of the Accompliſhment of the 
Promites both for this Life and the Life to 
Let us wait for a good Iflue, and letus 
wait in Hope : Let us quit our lelves like men, 
like men of Coufage, like men that live in 
hopes of Glory : Ler us be ſtrong in the Lord, 
relying on him for -Support and Comfort, 
and Supplies of all our need in that needful rime 
of Trouble : Let us not hang down the Head, 
as men without hope, nor give any cauſe by 


"Jour Fears and Delpondencies to the Enemies 


of Chriſt ro -triumph over us : But ler us fly 
to the Promiſes, and ſer Faith and Hope on 
work, 
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work, that by our Faith we may further 
the work of the Lord : Let us pray in Faith 
then, and nor give way to the evil heart of 
Unbelief: And as a help herein, let ns make 
uſe of that Caralogue of Promiſes and Experi- 
ences that is annexed to this {mall Treatiſe : It 
hatch been by me this many years, and [ have 
met with many great Troubles, and have 
uſed it all along with advantage, and now ſend 
it abroad for the good of others. The Prayer 
of Paul for the Romans ſhall be my Concluſi. 
on, Rom. 15. 13. Now the God of Hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye 
may abound in hope, through the power of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Amen, Amen. 
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PREFACE to the Catalogue. 


Hen I drew up this Catalogue of 

Promiſes and Experiences for. my 

own private Uſe, I prefixt this 

Preface to ſtir up my ſelf to the Exerciſe of 
Faith in the Promiſes, and not then intending 
to make them publick, I made uſe of a Trea- 
tile wrote againſt Fear, by that Pious and Ex- 
cellent Divine Mr. Flavel, Methodizing and 
adding Meditations of my own, and thereby 
modelling it into a ſuitable form for my own 
Ule, and have continued it, and Publiſhed ir 
for the good of others ; and hereby give the 
World notice thereof, to do Juſtice to that Fa- 
mous Man, and to free my lelf from the Cen- 
ſure of ſuch as may accule me of deci:fulneſs 
herein;, It was my own good that [ then aim- 
ed at, and the good of others that I now aim 
at; and had [I laid it by, the enſuing Cata- 
logue would not have been fo uleful to the Rea- 
der. But, Gentle Reader, make uſe of this 
Polie, and pleaſe thy elf jn the ſweetneſs of 
it, and with the Bee fuck out the Honey, and 
vive God the Glory, And if thou art one of 
the faithful Servants of Chriſt, thou haſt an In- 
H 3 tereſt 
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tereſt in the Promiſes, and may'ſt, yea, mul 
improve them upon all Occaſions, for the con 
firmation of thy Soul in the holy Faith, and 
for the {uppreſſing of. thy diſtruſtful Fears 
and ſtrengthening of thy Hope, that thereb 
thou. may'ſt live chearfully and eomforrabl 
in &þ1s troubleſome World, To ſerve th: 
Lord with joy and gladneſs is our indiſpenſible 
Duty, and nothing can afford us more hel; 
therein then acquajnting our ſelves with, and 
contemplating ofr bn the rich and- precious Pro 
miſes, adding thereto the Exertiſe 'of Faith 
To live by Faith open the Promiles, and by 
Faith to ſack the ſweetneſs out of the Breaſts 
of Conlolation, is one of the excellepcies of 


fincere Chriſtian, and thar from which he re| . 


ecives profit and comfort in abundance ; and 
he that is much exerciſed herein lives con- 
tentedly, yea, comfortably, under all world- 
ly difcomforts and dilcouragements, and i 
freed from thoſe Doubts, Fears and Deſpon- 


dencies that many labour under, to the dil-| 


honour and diſparzgement of true Religion : lf 
therefore we would pals away our Pilprimage 
on Earth with a calm and quier Spirit, and 
carry it under our Crofles with chearfulneſls 
and alacrity, to the Honour of the Goſpel; 
then we muſt ſometimes, yea, ſpend much 
time in peruſing the Promiſes of God and the 
fodly, and ponder them in our Hearts, ?ill 
we find and feel our Souls railed and refreſhed 
thereby ; this would be a means 10 keep out 

| | Love 
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Love to God warm, and to make us lively in 
the Service of our Maſter, and to make the 
faid Service Eaſie and Delightful to us; and 
for our encouragement herein, let us oblerve 
the fruitfnineſs of the Promiles, and the faith- 
fulneſs of him that is the Pramiſe-maker. 
(1.) The fruitfulneſs of the Promiſes : The 
Promiſes are our Magna Charta for Heaven, 
and entitle us ro many choice Priviledpes ; 


{ they are a rich Garden full of ſweet Flowers, 
they are called, 2 Pet. 1.4. Exceeding great 


ana, precious Promiſes : Great, yea, exceeding 


| great, containing matters of great price and 


of great import, rich Promiſes, and fruitful 
Promiſes, full of choice Fruits : For, 

«I- They the are the Food of Faith,and there 
is enough in them for Faith to feed on, and the 
more Faith feeds on them the ſtronger it 


| groweth ; and the reaſon why many are ſo 


weak in Faith, is becaule they do make little 
uſe of the Promiſes, and fo Starve, Famiſh and 


| Enfeeble their Faith. 


2. They are the Fort that the Soul: is ts 
flie to in ill times, and in all caſes of danger 
preſerve it in ſafety ; thirher it is that the Soul 
is to flie for refuge, and there it finds fafe- 
ty. 

44 They are the fire that warms and heats 
our Love to God : Our Love to God is bur 
a reflexion of Gods Love to us. Gods Love 
to us it is that kindles and quickens our Love 


t© him ; And the Promiſes are ſo many Ex- 
H 4 preſſions 
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preſſions of Love to his People : His Pre. 
cepts are the manifeſtations of his Will to 
them, and the Promiſes the Tokens and Te. 
ſimonies of his Love to them; his Preceprts 
are to excite their fear of God, and his Promi-. 
ſes to excite their Love of God. 

4. They are the Flaggons of Wine where. 
with he treats and entertains his Spoule, 
2 Cant. 5. Stay me with Flaggons : That is, 
ſupport and comfort me with the Cordi- 
als of the Promiles; they are the Rivers the 
Streams whereof do make glad the City of 
God; and the more we bath in- theſe Ri- 
vers, and drink of theſe ftreams, the more 
we are refreſhed. Obferve alto, 

2. The faithfulneſs of $0d in his Promiſes, 
»Heb. 10. 33. Faithjul is he that hath-promi- 
ſed: Andif God be God, it is not poſſible for 
him to be unfaithful, for unfaithiulnels is q 
great imperfection, and therefore inconſiſtent 
with his Deity. To acknowledge God to be 
God, and yet deny his faithfulneſs, js a con- 
tradiction ; and this is one thing that makes 
Unbelief ſo exceeding Sinful, becauſe it de- 
nyeth his faithfulneſs, and thereby goes about 
to deſtroy him; it chargeth God with fall- 
hood, and lo Bla{phemerh him; bur there can 
be no defect in his Nature, who is infinite in 
Truth and Holineſs, pgrear is his faichfulneſs. 
The' experience of the People of God in all 
Ages doth witneſs to the World that the faith- 
tulnels of Godin his Promites is ſpotleſs and 

| unſtained, 
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unſtained, Joſ. 23. 14. Of all the good things 


which the Lord ſpake concerning you, not one 
thing hath failed : Pla. 146. 5. Happy is be 
that hath the God of Facob for his Refuge — 
Who keepeth Truth for ever. Such is his faich- 
fulneſs in his Promiſes, that he hath perfor- 
med ſuch Promiles as to ſenſe and reaſon 
were improbable, if not impoſſible. As, 

t. Such Promiles as have Croſled the courſe 
of Nature, Ger. 18. 10. Sarah thy Wife ſhall 
bave a Son : This Promiſe was crols to the 
eourſe of Nature. Sarah was barren when 
Young, and now ſhe was Old, and it ceaſed to 
be with her after the manner of Women, to 
that the Promiſe was impoſſible to fenle and 
realon, and yet it was acompliſhed, 

2. Such Promitles as have claſhed with pre- 
{enr Providences. Providence doth ſometimes 
ſtand crots to the Promiſes, and looketh up all 
ways that lead towards the accompliſhment of 
them, yet in this caſe, God out of faithfulneſs 
hath perfcrmed ſach Promiſes, without fail- 
ing fo much as in a circumſtance, The [ſra- 
lites were to continue in Egypt 4.30 Years, and 
were promiſed deliverance at the expiration of 
thole Years: Now Exod. 12. 41. God was fo 
exact in his faichfulneſs that he kept day with 
them, though when the day of deliverance 
came, Providence ſtood oppoſite to the Pro- 
mite, their bondage being then at the higheſt, 
and all viſible ways of deliverance lockrt 


up. 
3. Such 
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. Sych promiles as have continued ſeveral 
. 2 unaccompliſhed : As the promitle of the 


eſtzn continued many Ages unaccompliſhed, 


yer when the fullneſs of time was come, God 
fenr'his Sor according to Promile, Gal: 4. 4. 
The moſt ancient Promites have been fulbilled, 
Ged never broke day with his People, fo faith- 
ful is he chat hath promiſed: Delays of Accom- 
plh{kment donot nullifie nor fruttrate Gods Pro- 
mute, hur under great and long delays they con- 
tnyein tull Force, Power and Vertue ; and when 
the appointed time prefixt by God for their Per- 
form ance,then deliverance comes,and doth not, 
nor can it tarry: Oh that we could make ule of 
this faithtuluets of God in his promiſes to our 
own advantage; and the Uie that we are to 
mate of it is as followerth. 

| The faithfulneſs of God in his Promites 
"Tas 25 to kKc#p up the Credit of the Promiles : 
We ſhould account the Promiles our choiceſt 
Treaiure, and let a great value upon them, 
both becauſe of the {uperexcellency of the 
things Pc mited, and becaule of rhe infallibi. 
tity of him that promiled them : He that made 
thele Promites is God and not man, and there 
being no impotency nor inconftancy in him, 
the Promitles muft needs prove certain and un- 
failable. 

2. The faithfulneſs of God in his promi- 
ſes (erves to check and condemn the fears and 
jealouſtes that arile in us, from the foreſight 
of fatur2 croubles ; Whence ſpring all a 
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diſtratinp thoughts that croud our Souls bur 
from Unbelief ? did we live by Faith upon the 
Promites, it were not poſſible for us to be 
overwhelmed with fears, 21atth. 8. 26. Why 
are ye fearful, oh ye of little faith ? have we 
ſuch precious Promiles ? and is he faithful that 
hach promiſed ? then why are we ſo fearful ? 
our fears ſurely are groundlels fears, they pro- 
ceed not from any juſt cauſe, but from our 
diſtruſting the faithfulneſs of God in his Pro- 
miſes : Had we more Faith, we ſhould have lets 
fear ; Faith would ſcacter our fears by fetching 
in relicf from the Promiles, it would chide our 
flaviſh fear, as it did in David, Pſal. 42. laſt, 
Why are thou caſt down, Oh my Soul ! hope thau 
in God. 

3 The faithfulneſs of God in his Promi- 
ſes fervez to Create in us an ardent Love to 
our Gracious Lord and Maſter ; Who would 
ftiot Love ſuch a kind and faithful Friend ? as 
we ſhould fear him for his Greatnets, fo ſhould 
we love him for his Goodnels. How good 
hatch God been to us, in giving fuch a large 
ſtock of rich Promiſes unto us, and therein in- 
tailing fo large an inheritance upon us ! how 
ſad and forlorn would our condition be, were 
it not for theſe precious Promiles ! what 
would poor perlecured, reproached and deſpi- 
ſed Chriſtians do, were they not ſupported 
by theſe Promiſes! and what would poor 
doubting Chriſtians do, but for theſe Promi- 
{es! how many under the diftrefles of their 
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Souls have recived comfort from the Promi- 
ſes ! that Bleffed Martyr Mr. Bilney, being 
wounded in Confcience for renouncing the 
Profeſhon of his Faith, and ſubſcribing. the 
Popiſh Errors, was at laſt comforted with 
thar Promile, Iſa. 26. 3. Thou wilt keep him 
1n perfect peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee. 
A Young maid went Triumphantly to Hea- 
ven by the refreſhment ſhe found in that Pro- 
mile, Matth. 11 28. Come unto me all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt: Many drooping Spirits have been comfort- 
ed from tnete words, 1 Fohn 3.14. We know 
that we have paſſed from death to life, becauſe 
we love the Brethren : ] know one that hath 
lived cemfortably many Years upon that Pro- 
mile, Ph!l. 4.19. My God ſhall ſupply all your 
wants, according to his riches in glory by Chriſt : 
Oh what comforts have many received fram 
the Promites: God exprefieth his Love to 
his People in thele Promiſes, and they ſhould 
expre{s their Love to him in their thankful- 
nets for the Promiles. 

4. The Faithfulnels of God in his Promiſes 
ſerves to confirm our Faith in the Promites. Is 
he ſairhſul chat hath Promiſed ? why then ſhould 
we doubt of the truth of the Promiſes ? Chriſt 
( ſays one ) is the Vine, and the Promiles are a 
Cluſter of Grapes growing upon this Vine, and 
Faith preflecth the Wine of comfort and con- 
tentment out of the cluſter ofthe Promiles. Why 


do we not make more improvement and advat- 
tage 


0 it 
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rage of the Promiſes,and live more uponthem ? 
doth not the Faithfulne!s of God hilence all our 
dopbts, and challenge frem us more firenuous 
Acts of Faith ? is God true.to his Word ? 
then ſurely we ſhould partently wait fer, and 
aſluredly expeEt the accomplifiment of the 
Promiſes, and that when the Stream of Pro- 
vidence runs znother way, God faith, Jer. 
32. 42. 1 will bring upon them all the goed that 
T have promiſed them : And if we would receive 
the good contained in the Promiles, then we 
muſt aCt Faith in the Promites : Faith rakes 
this for granted, thar God will be as good 
as his Word, and by reficfting upon Gods 
Faithfuſnels, Faith is ſtrengthened and confim- 
ed. 

5. The Faithfulneſs of God in his Promiſes 
ſerves to clear the Promiſes from all charges of 
milcarrying. The Promiſes are not alway per- 
formed to all that claim an intereſt in them, but 
this is not ro be charged on God as a piece of 
unfaithfulnets: For, 

(1.) Delays in performing Promiſes are no 
breactes of Promiſe, if the time of perfor- 
mance be not limited in the Promiſe; Pf. 77. 
8. Doth his promiſe fail for evermore : No, 
No, that cannot be; it may fail for a time, 
but not for ever: God will make his word 
good one time or other : Though he may delay 
the performance, yet he cannot break the Pro- 
mite, and therefore its good to wait quietly 
for the ſalvation of the Lord, 

\ -_(2.)Dib 
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(2.) Diſcharges from Promiles diſcharge from 
the performance,and in conditional promiſes the 
non-ob{ervation of che condition diichargesfrom 
the performance : And many of Gods promi- 
ſes are conditional, and ſuch as keep not the 
Condition do juſtly mils of the Accompliſh- 
ment of the promile, and yet he is faithful that 
promiſed : 2 Chron. 15. 2. The Lord is with 

ou whilſt you are with him, but if you forſake 
him, he will forſake you. 

(3.) Doing more for a perſon then the pro. 
mite amounts to, though not the {ame, but in 
another kind, is no breach of Promile, but 
a performance of it with advantage, As, if 
[ promile to another 100 /, and initead there- 
of give hima Jewel worth 2co /. then | am 
as good and betcer then my word to him. So if 
God promile Deliverance and do not deliver, 
but gives Strength, Comfort and ſpiritual Ad- 
vantage to a perion in his Trouble, he is as good 
and better (han his word to him. W hea he gives 
eternal life inſtead of remporal life, the promiſe 
dothnot fail, bur (till he is faithful chat promiled, 

6. The Faithfulnels of God in his Promiſes 
lerves to quicken us to all Diligence in look- 
ing out after an Intereſt in the Promiles. 
Though there are many precious promiſes, and 
he is faithful that promiled, yet what are we 
the better if we be none of thole ta whom 
the promiſe belongs? if we be in the ſtate- of 
Nature, we ar2 under the Law, and not un- 


der Grace ; under the Curles of the Law, and 
not 
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not under the Promiles of the Golpel. Study 
therefore under your Peace and Liberty your 
intereſt Ih the Promiſes, that you may apply 
them to your tel ves without Preſumprion when 
you fall into Adverfity. If you ask how yaa 
may diſcover your intereit in the Promites 2 
L anfwer, (1.) You muſt cleanſe your {clves 
from all Pollutions, 2 Cor. 7. veg. Having theſe 
Promiſes let us cleanſe our jelvts, Qc. He that 
will comfortably apply the Promiles, muit apply 
himſelf diligently to the Conditions of the pro- 
mile, he muſt cleante himtelf, chat he may be 
capable to receive the Blefſings promited, and 
live alway under the influence of the Promite, 
and be able jaſtly ro chalienge an intereſt in che 
promiſe. Such as have filthy pollured Souls 
have no Intereſt in the Promite. 

(2.) You muſt cloſe with the Promiſe, and 
accept of it with its Condition annexed, ({tri- 
ving for the Qualifications upon which the 
Obligation of the Promiſe dependeth, ard at- 
ing thoſe Graces ſo ſtrongly, that you may 
be fatisfied in your felves that the Habits of 
thoſe Graces are within you, and then the Door 
of the Promile will ſtand open to you, and 
you may enter into it with fatisfaCtion-upon all 
occaſions, The more clearly Grace darteth forth 
its Beams in your Souls, the more manifeſt will 
your intereſt in the promiſes appear. 

7. The Faithfulnels of God in his promiles 
ſerves to convince us of the wretchednels of fach 
as have no Intereſt in the Promites; Alas, alas, 

what 
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what will formal Hypocrites do in an evil 
day ? whether will they fly for refage ? if they 
run to the promile, ic will afford them no [uc- 
cour, not becaule the Promile faileth, but be- 
cauſe it belongs not to them: They are none 
of the Heirs of the promiſe : The promile is 
the Heritage of the Righteous : Faithful is he 
that hach promiled : Burt to theſe he hath made 
no promiſes ; his Threatnings,not his Promiſes, 
belong unto them. Its no wonder that formal 
Hypocrites fall from cheir profeſſion in a time 
of Perſecution, they being not under the pro- 
miſes, bur under danger of being lefr to them- 
{elves for impriloning che Truth in unrighteout- 
neſs; 2 The/. 2.10. Such as receive not the Love 
of the Truth, ſhall be given up to ſtrong Delu- 
ſions. Godlinels is profitable co all things, ha- 
ving the Promife of chis Life and che Lite that 
is to come: The promiles appertain to God- 
tinels, and neither the promiles of this life 


nor of the life to come belong to ungodlinets, - 


. The Godly are the Chiidren of the Pro- 
miſe, bur che ungodly the Children of Wrath, 
and have nothing to do with the promile, And 
how woful is their condition that have no 1n- 
tereſt in the promites. 

8. The Faithfulnels of God in his Promiſes 
ſerves to comfort Chriſtians under all the evils 
that may befal them in this wicked World : 
They may comfort themlelves, (1.) In the 
fullneſs of the Promile : There is a ſupply of 
all chzir wants laid up for them in the 'Pro- 

mile, 
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miſe; and whatſoever they need, they may 
teech from the Founcain of the Promile ; want 
they Comfort or Council, Support or Strength, 
thele and much more are laid up for them 
in the Promiſes. (2.) They may allo comfort 
themlelves in the Faithfalneſs of the Promifes : 
They are firm and infallible Promiles, and 
can deceive none that rely upon them. Sup- 
pole they fall into Poverty, God hath promi- 
led not to faffer them to lack, and to repair 
their Lofles ; and faithful is he that hath promitl> 
ed. Suppoie they be caſt into Prilon, God hath 
promiled them his Preſence, Power, Pzace, 
and: his Spirit, and theſe will turn a Priſon in- 
toa Pallace; and faithful is he that hath promiled, 
Suppole they be put. to Death in the cauſe 
of the Golpel, irdoth bur haſten them to Hea- 
ven, and God hath promiled to be with them 
in the fire, and to reward them with a more 
weighty Crown of Glory ; and faithful is he 


|that hath promiled: Suppoſe through the vio- 


lence of a Temptation chey be overcame, and 
fall into ſome hainous ſin, they ſhall not die 
In thar fin, bur recover by renewed Repen- 
tance, for God hath promiſed to heal their back- 
liding ; and faithful is he thar hath promiſed, 

9. Ihe Faithfulnets of God in his Promi- 
les ferves to encourage us to Conſtancy and 
Stedfaſtneis in the profeſſion of the Faith : The 
Promiles are faichful Friends to fuch faichful 
Servants as are not only in the Faith, and fted- 


_ Ikſt in the Faith, but allo ſtedfaſt in the open 


| Pro- 
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Profeſſion of their Faith. How do the Pro- 
miſes embolden, animate, and encourage them 
to Conſtancy and Perſeverance in this their Pro- 
feſſion, in ſtormy and periloas times, Heb. 10. 
23. Let us hold faſt our profeſſion without ma- 
vering, faithful is he that hath promiſed: And 
is he faichful that hath promited ? then why 
ſhould we waver and let go our profeſſion of 
our Faith: Isnort Gods Faithfulnefſs a ſtrong 
Encouragement to us to ſtick clole to our Pro- 
feſſion ? Surely it is, for it anſwers all objecti- 
ons that carnal reaſon objects aganſt ſtedfaſt- 
neſs in our Profeſſion, and aſſures us of all ſup- 
plies that we ſtand in need of, to help us to 
hold faſt our Profeſſion without wavering. 
(1.) It an{wers all Objetions that Carnal 
Reaſon objects againſt this ſtedfaſtneſs in our 


Profeſſion, Doth carnal reaſon object Pover- 


ty, faying, it thou ſtick now in ſuch times 
as thele to thy profeſſion, thou wilt be undone, 


and bring thy elf and thy Family to Beggary : 


The Anſwer 1s, The Earth is the Lords and the 
fulneſs thereof ; he feeds the Fowls of the Air, 
and provided anna for the Iſraelites in the 
Wilderneſs, and he hath promiſed that there 
ſhall be no lack to them that fear him, P/, 
34.9. and faithful is he that hath promiled, 
Doth carnal reaſon object impotency and dil 
ability, ſaying, alas thou art a weak, frail and 
fearful Creature, and wilt never be able to 
hold out, and hold faſt rhy profeſſion to the 
end of the ſtorm; the Severities of unreaſs 
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z- | nable Men, and the Cruelties they will ex” 
m } pole thee to, will prove too hard for thee ; 
)- | its to no purpole to ſtrive againft fo violent 
0. | a ſtream ; berter yield at firit, than to ſtand 
4- | out a while, and then be forced to a diſhono- 
rable Retreat. The Antwer is this, When m 
fleſh and my heart faileth me, God is the 
of | ſtrength of my Heart : Though I am weak, 
ng | ,yet God is ſtrong, and he hath promiſed to 
'0- | be my Shield and Refuge; and faithful js he 
Ui- | that hath promiled. When Paul was in Trou- 
ſt- } ble, God ſtood by him apd firengrhned him, 
Ip-| 2 /im. 4.16. Heb. 11. 34. Andintheprimicive 
to Perlecutions the Chritttans out of weakneſs 
were made ſtrong, why then ſhould I be dil- 
nal] couraged ? | wiil traſt ro Gods Faichfulnels, 
Zur | which never failed. Dorh carnal reaſon ob. 
er-] ject the perfidioutnets of Friends, ſaying, all 
nes| will -forlake you, and frown on you, and yeu 
ne, | will have none to and by you, and to look 
ry :| afrer you in your troubles : The Anlwer is, 
the] I have a faithful Friend that hath promiſed to 
Air,| ſtick clole to me, that can and will help me 2 
the] The Lord of Hoſt hath promiſed to be with 
ere] me, and to help me, and faithful is he that 
P/.| hath promiſed : He was faithful ro Paul, and 
ſed.| to Faceb, and to Foſeph, and though they had 
dif] many and preat troubles, and their worldly 
and] Friends failed them, yet he befriended chem 
2 t0|all along, and why ſhould 1 diſtraſt fo fairhful 
the|a Friend that never falſified his pzomile ? thus 
alo|the Faithfulneſs of God an{wers all carnal obye- 
able] tions. And, Ea 2, li 
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2. It aſlures us of all ſorts of ſupplies that 
we ſtand in need of, to help as to hold faſt 
our profeſſion without wavering : Phil. 4. 19. 
My God ſhall ſupply all your need, according to hit 
riches in glory by Chriſt. 
Paul ; And how could ”al aſſure of all nece{- 
ſary tupplies? why he knew that God was 
engaged by promiſe to do it, and chat he was 
faithful that had promiſed : And therefore he 
confidently concludes, my God ſhall ſupply 
all your need. What do we need to carry 
us through the Tryals and Troubles of this life 
why we need, | 

(1.) Grace to help us againſt our Fears 
Doubts and Dilcouragements : And this is le- 
cured to us in the Promiles, Pſal. 34. 4. Th: 
Lord will give Grace and Glory, and no Loo 
thing will he withold from thoſe that walk, up 
rightly : 2 Cor. 12. 9. My Grace 3s ſufficient 
for thee : And thou ſhalt have ſufficient Grac: 
fo carry thee through thy Tryals and Trouble: 
He will proportion the meature of thy Grace 
to thy neceſſity: If he lay great Troubles on 
thee, and thou doſt meer with ſtrong Temp 
tations, {tronger than that meaſure of Grace 
thar thou haſt received can bear up againſt, 
then he will come in wich new ſupplies of Grace, 
enough to lupply this thy great need. 

(2.) God to go along with you, to help, ſup- 
port, alſiſt and comfort you, and this need- 
ful ſupply is ſecured tro you in the Promi- 
les, 7ehn 14.23. We will come to him, and 

mak! 


He ſhall do it, faith} , 
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make our abode with him : Ia. 41. 10. Fear 
not, I am with thee, and will help thee, I will 
wphold thee: And if God be with us, we need 
not to fear, he will help and uptiold us: He 
abides with us for this end and purpole, to ſee 


7 to our need and to ſupply it. 


(3-) Guides to direct you what to lay and 
what todo, and how to carry it under your 
Tryals and Troubles, and this is ſecured to 
you" in the Promiſes ; you ſhall not want gui: 
dance, he hath promiſed that the Word ſhall 


| guide you, Luke 1.79. And that his Spirit 
ſhall guide you, John 16. 13. And that he him- 


ſelf will be a guide unto you, Pſa. 48. 14. 


1 And that unto Death, as long as you live in 


the World you ſhall not want a Guide, a 
Faithful Guide, an all-ſufficient Guide, Wildom 
it ſelf will be your Guide. 

Thus you ſee all your needs are provi- 
ded for, and infallibly ſecured in the pro- 


| miles, upon the account of the Faithſulnets of 


him that hath promiſed; and that the pro- 
miſes may be truſted to, becaute they are in- 
failable : Aad all the great and good things 
lodged up in the Promite thall certainly be 
received by Believers, either in Kind or equi- 
valence. What then remains, but that all you 
that are true Believers do make much ule of 


1 the Promiſes, and lay chem up in your hearts, 


as Jewels in your Cabinets, and reckon them 


amongſt your choiceſt Treaſures, and exer- 
ciſe your Faith in truſting unto them» : And 


I 3 under 
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nnder all your Trials and Temptations, fly 
to them for refuge, pleading them in your 
Prayers, and applying them by Faith to your 
ſelves for your Support and Comfort: , And 
to afford you ſome aid herein, 1 have made a 
Cacalogue of the choiceſt Promiles, and added 
thereto, the Saints Experiences: I did it for 
my own private uſe, and have found it ſouſe- 
fal, that I thought my ſelf bound to caule -it 
to be recorded for publick ule ; and: com- 
mend it to the Chriſtian World as an Anti- 
dote againſt diſtruſtful Fears, and Cordial a- 
gain{t fainting Fits ; and aſſure ſuch as ſaichful- 
ly make uſe of it, that their Labour will not be 
in vain the Lord ; bur that if they by Faith 
jack thoſe Breaſts of Confolation, they will af- 
fard them much Sweetneſs and Soul Refreſh- 
ment. 
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A CATALOGUE of ma- 
ny choice Promiſes of God, 
verityed in the Experiences of 
the Godly : Publiſhed for the 
Uſe of Beleivers, ro ſupport 
their Faith, and ſuppreſs their 
Fears in the days of their Pil- 
grimage. 


He breaſts of Conſolation 
Are full, had we bur skill 
To tug and ſuck, our precious Souls 
With Comfort they would fill ; 
Diſtruſt be gone, let Faith come an, 
And play its skilful part 
The Promiſes of God are his 
That truſts him in his heart. 
Phyfick and Food, and all that's Good, 
The Promiſes contain, 
Faith, play thy Part, and uſe thy Art, 
T hat I this good may gain. 
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Firſt, Promiſes of Proviſion for 
the Supply of the Body. 


Oh fear the Lord, ye his Saints, for there ts 
no lack to them that fear him : The Lyons lack 
and ſuffer hunger, but they that ſeek the Lord 
ſhall not -want any good thing, Pla. 34. 9y 
I 0, 

When the Poor and needy ſeek water, and 
thereis none, and their Tongue faileth for thirſt, 
1 the Lord will hear them 1 will make 
the Wilderneſs a pool of Water, lis. 41. 17. 

Behold the fouls of the Air, for they neither 
fow nor reap, yet your heavenly Father feedeth 
tnem, are ye not much better then they ? Mar, 
6. 26. 

{ ak? na thought, ſaying what ſhall we eat, or 
mat ſhall we drink, or wherewith ſhall we be 
cloathed, for your heavenly Father knoweth that 
you have need of all theſe things. 

Seek firſs the Kingdom of God, and all 
theje things ſhall bs added to you, Vv. 31, 52. 

My God ſhall {rpply all your neeas, according 
to bis ri* 175 m Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, Phil, 
4.19. 

I witl fced them 11 a good Paſture — 1n a 
fat paſtrre /,all they feed ; 1 will feed my flock, 
and 1 will cauſe them to lie down, ſaith the Lord, 
Ezekiel 34. 14, 15. 

bleſſed ſhail be thy basket and thy ſtsre, Deut, 
2B, .5. 


Experiences 


or 
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Experiences of Proviſion made for 
the Body, verifying the Promiſes. 


He knoweth thy walking through the great 
Wilderneſs this 40 Tears, the Lord thy God 
hath been with thee, thou haſt lacked nothing, 
Deut. 2. 7. 

Who brought thee forth Water out of the 
Rock of flint, who fed thee in the Wilderneſs 
with Manna, | Deut. 8. 15. 16. 

The Ravens brought Eliſha bread, and fleſh 13 
the Morning and in the Evening, 1 Kings 17. 6. 

Theu prepareſt a Table before me, in the pre- 
ſence of my Enemies my cup runneth over : Sure- 
ly goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me ail the 
days of my Life, Pfal. 23. 5. 6. 

He hath given meat to them that fear him, he 
will ever be mindful of his Covenant, Pia.111.5. 

And he faid unto them, when I ſent you out 
without purſe, or ſcrip, or ſhoes, lacked ye 
any thing ? and they ſaid nothing, Luke 22, 35, 

Neither was there any amungſt them that 
l:cked, ACS 4. 34. 

I have been young and now am old, yet 
have I not ſeen the Righteous forſaken, nor his 
ſeed begging bread, Pla. 37. 25. 

The God which fed me all my life long unto 
this day —— bleſs the lads He did good, 
and he gave us rain from Heaven, and'fruit- 
ful ſeaſons, filling our hearts with food and with 
gladneſs, Acts 14. 17. 


Second. 


AA 


[ 
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Second. Promiſes of Protetion. 


The eternal God 3s thy refuge, and underneath 
are the Almightys arms, Deut. 33,27. 


The Lord will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, 
« refuge in times of trouble, Pla. 9g. 9. 

1 the Lord do keep it, I will keep it night 
and day, 1a. 27.3. 

Fear not, Abrabam, I am thy ſheild, Gen. 
IS.TI. 
PT tnat fear the Lord, truſt in the Lord, he 
3s their help and their ſheild, Pla. 115-11, 


. Bleſſed 1s he that conſidereth the poor — The 
Lord wil! preſerve and keep him alive, and will 
wot aeliver him unto the will of his enemies, 
Pſa. 41. beg. 

He (ball give his &ngels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways, Pla. g1. 11. 

The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evil — 
the Lord ſhall preſerve thy going out and thy 
coming in, Pla. 121.7, 8. 

Thou ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy pre- 
fence from the pride of man, thou ſhalt keep 
them ſecretly in a pavilion from the ſtrife of 
tongues, Pha. 31. 20. 


Experien- 
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Experiences of Protection, veri- 


tying the Promiles, 


Thou haſt been a ſtrength to the Poor, a re- 
fage from the ſtorm, when the blaſt of the ter- 
rible ones was as a ſtorm againſt the wall, Iſa, 
25+ 4+ 
My help cometh from the Lord, he that keep- 
eth thee will not ſlumber, Plal, 121. 2, 3. 

The Lord is my Shield, my heart truſted in 
him, and I am helped, Plal. 28.7. 


He it is that brought our Fathers out of the 
land of Egypt, and preſerved us in all the way 
wherein we went, and amongſt all the People 
through whom we paſſed, Joſhu 24. 17. 


Thus the Lord preſerved David mwhither ſoe+ 
ver be went, 1 Cron, 18. 13. 

Two Angels came to Sodom, and when morn- 
ing aroſe they haſined Lot, and when he lin- 
gred, they laid hold upon his hand and brought 
him forth, Gen. 19. 15. 

My God hath ſent his Angels, and bath ſhut 
the Lyons mouths, that they have not hurt meg 
Daniel was taken out of the Den, and 
no manner of hurt was found on him, Dan. 
6..22, 23. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Promiſes of Profiting 
by Afﬀictions, 


All things work, together for good to them 
that love God : 1 roubles may come upon ſuch | 
by troops, many together, but are as logiedi- 
ents in a Soveraign Medicine, that all work 
together for the good of the Patient. Ro. 8. 28. 

By this ſhall the iniquity of Facob be purged, 
and this 1s all the fruit, to take away his ſin, 
Ifa. 27. 9. h ; 

1 will bring the third part through the fire, 
and will refine them as Silver ts refined, Zac. 
13.9. 

He chaſtiſeth us for our profit, that we might 
be partakers of holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. 

Like theſe good fruits will 1 acknowledge 
them that are carried away Captive of Fudah —— 
into the land of the Caldeans for their good, 
Jer. 24. 5. 

[ will cauſe you to paſs under the rod, and 
will bring you into the bond of the Cove- 
want, Ezekiel 20. 37, 38. | 

Thou ſhalt confider in thy heart that as a 
man chaſteneth his ſon, ſo the Lord thy God 
ebaſteneth thee, viz. for thy good, and out of 
bove, to reform and reclaim thee. Det. 8. 5. 


Expc- 


"I 


The Experiences of the Godly. 141 


Experiences of the Profit of 
Affictions. 


Before I was afflifted 1 went aſtray, but now 
have I kept thy law. —— It's good for me that 
1 have been afflifted : | have got good by it. 
Pla. 119. 67, 71. 

The Prodigal was in wanr,and fed upon husks 
with Swine, and he faid, My Fathers Servants 
have bread enongh ——— I will arije and goto 
my Father, Luke 15. 14, 15. 

We glory im tribulations, knowing ( viz. Cx* 
perientially ) that rribulation workerh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience hope, 
Rom. J+ 3, 4 

The things which happened to me have fal. 
len out to the furtherance of the Goſpel: God 
rurned his impriſment to good, Phil. 1, 12, 
13,14. 

Be not greived nor angry with your ſelves that 
you ſold me hither, for God ſent me before you 
ro preſerve life, Gen. 45. 5+ 

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
in his Youth : It's found to be fo by Experi- 
ence, and appears to be {o by the Promite, and 
the performance of the Promiſe to thouſands, 
Lam. 3. 27 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Promiſes of Prelervati- 


on in, and Deliverances out of 
Afflictions. 


The beloved of the Lord ſhall dwell in ſafe- 
ty by him, the Lord ſhall cover him all the day 
long, Dewi. 33. 12. 

Call upon me in the day of trouble, and 1 
will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me, 
Plal. 50. 15. 

He will cover thee with his feathers 
I mill be with him in trouble, «ind I will deliver 
im, and honour him, Plal. 91. 4,15. 

Alas, for that day is great, ſo that none 15 
lhe it, it's the time of Facobs trouble, but ye 
ſhall be ſaved ont of it I am with thee 
ro ſave thee, Jer, 3. 7, 11. 

IVhoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the 
Lord ſhail be delivered, Joel 2. laſt. 

He will hear the deſire of them that fear 
kim, he alſo will hear their cry and ſave them, 
Pial. 145. 19. 

They ſhall cry unto the Lord, becauſe of the 
oppreſſors, and he ſhall ſend them a Saviour, and 
# great one, and he ſhall deliver them, 11a. 
19, 20, 


Experi- 
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Experiences of Preſervation in, 
and Deliverances out of Afﬀli- 
Ctions. 


This I recall to mind, therefore have I hope, 
it's of the Lords mercy that we are not conſumed, 
Lam. 3. 21, 23. 

Then they cryed unto the Lord, and he de- 
livered them out of their diſt reſſes: This is oft 
repeared in this Plalm, P/al. 107. 6. 

T hou haſt known my perſecutions and affiitt = 
ons that came 10 me at Antioch, Iconinm and Ly- 
(tra but out of them all the Lora de- 
vered me, 2 Tim. 3. 11. 

Thou haſt {ſaved us from our enemies, and 
haſt put them to ſhame that hazed us, Plal. 44. 7. 

Nevertheleſs he ſaved them for his Name 
ſake, that he might make his mighty power 0 
be known, Pla. 1c6. 8. 

The Lord delivered us from ſo great adeath, 
and doth deliver, in whoza we truit that he will 


yet deliver us, 2 Cor. 1. 9,10, 


The deliverance of the Jews out of Epypr, 
out of Babilon, and out of the Hand of Haman, 
and the per{onal deliverance of David, Damel, 
Jonah, &'c.rare inſtances of the verity- of the 
Promite, 


Fifthly, 


144 1he Promiſes of God. 


Fifthly, Promiſes of preſent Sup- 
port and Help to bear Afﬀi- 


"era 


A man ( viz, the man Chriſt ) ſrall be as 4 
hiding place from the wind, as 4 Covert from 
the Tempeſt, as rivers of water in a dry place, 
$2.2. 

Then will I viſit their tranſgreſſions with 4 
rod : Nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will I not 
utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my Faithful- 
neſs to fail, Pla. $9. 33, 34. 

The eternal God 1s thy refuge, and wnderneath 
are the everlaſting Arms, Der. 33. 27. 

But the Lordis F aithful,w: 20 Wi! ſtabliſh you, 
and keep you from evil, viz. in evil times, Lo 
when inthe hands of ill men. 2 The. 3 

My Grace 1s ſufficient for thee, for my Sremdh 
is maac perfelt in weakneſs, 2 Cor. 12.9. 

T hough he fall, he ſhall not be utterly caſt donwr, 
for the Lord avnldith him with mis hand, Pls: 


37. 24+ I 


Experi- 
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Experiences of preſent Support 
and Help to bear Aflictions. 


At my firft anſwer all men forſook me, —— 
Notwithſtanding the Lord ſtood with me and 
ſtrengthned me, 2 Tim. 16. 17. 

The Lord is my refuge and my ſtrength, 4 
very preſent help im trouble, Pl. 46. 1. 

Let them that ſuffer according to the will of 
God, commit the keeping of therr ſouls to him 
in well domg, as to a fatthful Creator. viz. to 
God who hath alway been faithful ro ſuch as 
commit themſelves to him. 1 Fet. 4. 19. 

For which cauſe we faint not, but though our 
outward man periſh, yet the inward man 1s 76 
vewed day by day, 2 Cor. 4. 16. 

Troubled on every ſide, yet not diſtreſſed, per- 
ſecuted, but not in deſpair, 2 Cor. 4+ 9. 
Having obtained help from God, # continue 
unto this day, ACts 26. 22. 

Qut of Weakneſs were made ſtrong, Heb. 11. 


4 


K Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Promiſes of Peace and 
Comfort in all Conditions. 


Thou ſhalt keep him in perfe@ peace whoſe | 


mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee, 
Ha. 26. 3. 

Ask, for the good old way, and walk therein, 
and you ſhall find reſt to your ſouls, Jer. 6. 16. 

I will pray the Father, and he will give you 
another comforter, that he may abide with you 
for ever, John 14. 16. 

The Peace of God that paſſeth all under: 
ſtanding ſhall keep your hearts and minds : Vit, 
from inward diſtra&tions under outward afflicti- 
ons, Phil. 4.7. 

The Lord will comfort Zion, Foy and Glad- 

veſs ſhall be found therein, thankſgiving and 
the woice of melody, Ila. 51. 3. 
' IT will extend peace to thee like a River —— 
as one whom his mother comforteth, ſo will I com- 
fort you, and you ſhall be comforted, Ita. 66. 
2, (33: 


Experi-| 
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Experiences of Peace and Com- 
fort in all Conditions. 


T laid me down and ſlept: viz.. in his flight 
from his Sori Abſolon. Pl. 3s 5. 

Is the multitude of my thonghts within me 
thy comforts delight my ſoul, Pl. 94. 19. 

As the Suffermgs of Chriſt abound in us, ſs 
alſo our Conſolations by Chriſt abound, 2 Cor. 
I. $. 
As ſorrowful, yet alway rejoycing, 2 Cor. 6. 


| Who comforteth us in all our Tribulations, 
that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble by the comfort wherewith we our 
ſelves are comforted of the Lord, 2 Cor. x, 


So Hannah went away and did eat, and her 
Conntenance was ſad no more, 1 9am. 1. 18. 

They contsnued daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from houſe to houſe 
aid eat their meat with Glaaneſs and ſmegleneſs 
of heart, Adts 20. 46. 


$:1337125 K 2 Seventhly, 
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Seventbly, Promiſes of the Pre- 
valency and Acceptance of 


Prayer. 


He ſhall call upon me, and 1 will anſwe 
him, Pſal. 91. 28. 
Before they call 1 will anſwer, and whik 
ahey are yet ſpeaking, 1 will hear, Ia. 65. 4 
I am the Lord thetr God, and will hear them, 
Zecha. 10. 6. 
All things whatſoever ye ſhall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye ſhall receive, Mat. 21. 21, 
The effettual fervent Prayer of the righteous 4 
waileth very much, James 5. 16. 
Ask and it fhall given you, ſeek, and ye ſhall 
find, knock, and it ſhall be opened to you, Mat, 


To T7. 

The Lord is far from the Wicked, but ht 
hearcth the Prayer .of the Righteous, Prov, 15, 
29. 
The Eyes of the Lord are over the riphteou; 
and his Ears are open to their Prayers, 1 Pet, 
3. I'2, 

Lord, thou haſt beard the deſires of the hum 
ble, thou wilt prepare their hearts, thou wilt 
cauſe thine Ears to hear. Plal. 10. 17. 


Expert 
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Experiences of the Prevalence 
and Acceptance of Prayer. 


Fe ( viz. Jacob ) had power over the An- 
gel and prevailed, Hol. 12. 4. 

T cried by reaſon of my affiiftions, to the Lord, 
and he heard me ; out of the belly of Hell cri= 
ed I, and thou veardſt my voice, Jonah 2. 2. 

Thou heardſt the voice of my ſupplication when 
T cried to thee, Pf, 31. 22. 

Our Fathers cried to thee and were delivered : 
They truſted in thee and were not confounded, 
8! Th 

Verily God hath heard me, he hath attend- 
ed to the woice of my Prayer : Bleſſed be God who 
bath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy 
from me, P\. 66. lat. 

Corxelins, thy prayer is heard, and thy Alms 
are had in remembrance in the ſight of God, Acts 
IO. 31. 

Elias was a man ſubjeft to like paſſions as we 
are: And he prayed earneſtly that it might not 
rain, and it rained not on the earth for the ſpace 
of three years and ſix Months : 

And he prayed again, and the Heavens gave 


Rain and the Earth brought forth her frut, ſames 
$.17, 1B. | 


K 3 Ezghthly, 
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Fighthly, Promiſes of the Pardon 
of Sin. 


Tf we confeſs our ſins he is faithful to for- 
give us our ſims, and v0 cleanſe us from all un- 
righteouſneſs, 1 John 1. 9g. 

I mill be merciful to their Unriphteouſneſs, 
and their ſins and iniquities will I remember nv 
more, Heb. 8. 10. 

Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
righteous Man his thoughts, and let him return 
to the Lord, and he will have mercy upoz him, 
and to our God, and he will aoundantly pardon, 


Ia. 5s. 7. 


To him gave the Prophets witneſs, that through 


his Name mhoſoever believcth ſhall receive 
remiſſion of ſm, ACts 10, 43» 

I will forgive theiy iniquities, and I will re- 
member their ſins no more, er. 31. 34. 

All manner of ſm and Blaſphemy ſhall be for- 
given to men. Viz. upon repentance, but the 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Mar. 12. 31. 

If ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, your hea- 
venly Father will forgive you your treſpaſſes, 
Mat, 6. 14. 


Kxperi- 
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Experiences of the Pardon of 
SIN. 


1 acknowledge my 6n unto thee, 1 ſaid I will 
confeſs my tranſareſſions to the Lord,and thou for= 
gaveſt the iniquity of my ſin. Selah, Pl. 32. 5. 

He bring full of Compaſſien forgave their ini- 
quities, and deſtroyed them not, P\. 78. 38. 

Chriſt faith of Mary Magdalen, her fins 
which were many are forgiven, Luke 7. 47. 

Who hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
neſs, and tranſlated us into the kingdom of his 
Son,in whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins, Col. 1.13. i4. 

Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and forget not all his 
Benefygs : 

Who forgiveth all thy iniquities, and healeth all 
thy Diſeaſes, Pl. 103.2, 3. 

Forgive one another, as God for Chriſt ſake 
kath forgiven you your ſins, Ephe. 4. laſt. 

He ſaid to the fich of the palſie, ſon, thy ſins 
bs forgiven thee, Mar. 2. 5+ 


K 4 Niuthly, 
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Ninthly, Promiſes of Power a- 
oainſt Sin, and Growth of 


Grace. 


Sin ſhall not have dominion over you, for you 
are not unaer the Law but under Grace, Rom. 
6. 14. 

Then will I ſprinkle clean water upon you, 
and you ſhall be clean, from all your filthineſs 
w*ll 1 cleanſe you. —— I will put my ſpirit with- 
in you, and cauſe you to walk, in my way, Ezek, 
26S. 26, 26, 27. 

He will turn again, he will have compaſſion 
on us, ke will ſubdue our Iniquities, MiC.7. 19. 

My grace 1s ſufficient for thee, for my ſtrength 
15 made perfett in Weakneſs, 2 Cor. 12.9. 

Return ye backſliding Children, and I will hed! 
your backſliding, Jer. 3. 22. 

Every branch that bearcth fruit he purgeth 
that it may bring forth more fruit, John 15. 


2. 

They ſhall ſtill bring forth {ruit in old age, 
they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing ;, to ſhew that 
the Lordis upright. Pfal. 92. 14, 15. 

I will be as the dew to Iſrael, he ſhall grow 
as the Lilly. — They ſhall revive as the corn, 
and grow as the vine, Hol. 14.5, 7. 

Ziy God ſhall ſupply all your need, according 
to his riches in glory by Chriſt ; you need more 
grace, more ſtrength and all your need ſhall be 
.upplied Phil, 4. 19, Experi- 
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Experiences of Power againſt 
Sin and Growth in Grace. 


Such were ſome of you, but now are ye waſhed, 
now are you ſanttified. ——- In the nanic of the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God, i Cor. 
6. 11. 

Now being made free from ſin, and become ſer - 
vants of God, ye have yonr fruit unto holine{s, 
and the end everlaſting life, Rom. 6. 22. 

O wretched man that 1 am, who ſhall delrw:7 
me from the body of this Death? | m_ ( 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 

In all theſe things we are more then —— os 
rours through him that loved us, Rom. S. 37. 

Foſeph refuſed to ly with his Miſtreſs, ſaying, 
how can I av this great ſin, and ſin againſt God, 
Gen. 39. 8 

Vie are bound to owve thanks to God alway 
for you — Becauſe your faiti9 grometh excecd- 
ingly, 2 Thel. 1. 3. 

The path of the juſt is as the ſhintag light, 
that ſnineth more and more tu the perfelh day, 
Prov. 4-18. 

Which ( Goſpel ) 2s come s. to you, as it is It 
all the —_ Cy bringeth forth fruit as it 
doth alſo in you, Col. 1. 6. 


Tenthly, 
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Tenthly, Promiſes of the Preſence 
of God and of his Spirit. 


Fear not, for I am with thee, I am thy God, 
Y will ſtrengthen thee, yea 1 will help thee, yea 1 
will uphold thee, lia. 41. 10, 

Fear not, O Iſrael, thou art mine, when thou 
paſſeſt through the waters I will be with thee, 
they ſhall not overflow thee ; when thon walkeſt 
thre” the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt , Ila. 43. beg. 

Be content with ſuch things as ye have, for be 
hath jaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake 
thee, Neb. 13.5. 

If a man love me he will keep my words, and 
my father wall love him, and we will come to 
him and make our abode with him, John 14. 23, 

Turn you at my refroof,, behold I will pour 
oat my Spirit into you, Prov. 1. 23. 

It is convenient for you that I go away, for if 
1 go no away the Comforter will not come, bus 
of 1 depart 7 ill ſend him to you, John 16.7- 

If ye seing evit know how to give good Gifts to 
zo your Chiliren, how much more ſhall your hea- 
venly rather 2rve the boly Sprrit to them that 
«&k im, \,nkeri. 13. 

] will pray to the Father, and he ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever. 

I will not leave yor comfortleſs, I will come to 
you, John 14. 16, 18. 


Expert- 
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Experiences of the Preſence of 
the Spirit of God. 


Though I walk through the valley of the ſhad. 
dow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art 
with me, Pſa. 23. 4- 

Toſeph was fold into Egypt, but the Lord 
was with Joſeph, and he ſhewed him mercy, Gen. 


39. 2T. 
' Lo, I ſee four men-looſe, walking in the mid(# 


of the fire, and they have no hurt, and rhe form of 
the fourth is like the ſon God, Dan. 3. 25, 
Solomon was ſtrengthened in his Kingdom, 
and the Lord his God was with him, and mag- 
nified him exceedingly, 2 Chron, 1. 1. 
Hereby we know that we awell in him, and 
he in us, becauſe he hath given us of h:s Spi- 


' rit, I Fohn 4+ Z+* 


God which knoweth the hearts, bear them 
witneſs ( viz. the Gentiles) g:ving them his 
pirit, even as he did to us,. Acts 15. 8. 

The Holy Ghoſt fell on then which heard the 
word, Acts 10.44. 

Barnabas was a good man, and full of the 
Holy Ghoſt and of faith, Acts 11. 24. 

' The diſciples were filled nith joy and with the 


Holy Ghoſt, Acls 13. laſt, 
Eleventhly, 
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Eleventhly, Promiſes of Perſeve- | 


rancc. 


1 will make an Everlaſting Covenant with, 


th-», that I will not turn away from them to 


do them good, but I will put my fear into their, 


bearts that they ſhall not depart from me, Jer. 
32. 40 

I will give them everlaſting Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck 


them out of my hand, John 10. 28. 
One thing is needful, Mary hath choſen the 


better part, Which ſhall never be taken from her, 


Luke 10. laſt. 


Who will confirm you to the end that you may 
be blameleſs in the day of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


1 Cor. 1.38. 
I pray God that your whole ſpirit and foul 


and body be preſerved blameleſs, unto the coming 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; faithful is he that 
_ called you, who will aljo doit, 1 Theſl. 


Fe 23, 24» 
” The Gifts and calling of Godare without re- 


pentances Rom. 11. 29. 
Being confident of this thing, that he which 


hath begun « ood work, in you, will perform 1t 


%7:1il the day of Feſus Coriſt, Phil, 1. 6. 
Experi- 
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Experiences of Perſeverance. 


The high places were not removed, never- 
theleſs Aſa his heart was perfett with the Lord 
ail his days. 1 King 15. 14. 

I have fought the good fight, 1 have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith. Heneetorth 
there 1s laid up for me « crown of "1ghteon inefs, 
2 Tim. 4. 7, 8. 

Lord, ow {etteſt thor thy 'eryant depars un 
peace, for I have jeen thy ſalvation, Luke 2. 
29. 

The houſe built upon the rock, though the ram 
deſcended, ard the flood came, and the winds 
blew, yet kept his ſtanding, Mat. 7. lat. 

Theſe all dyed in the faith, Heb. 11. 13. 

Who are kept by che power of God through 
faith unto ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1.5. 

T have been young and now am old, yer have 
not ſeen the righteous forſaken, Plal, 37. 25. 

My fleſh and my heart faileth me, but © 7s 
the ſtrength of my heart and my port+on ſor ever, 
Pal, 73. 26. 


Tweſfthly, 
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Twelfthly, Promiſes of the Poſſeſſi- 


on of Heaven. 


Fear not, little flock, it is your Fathers good 
will to give a Kingdom, Luke. 12. 32. 

Eye bath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor 
hath it entred into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. 
1 Cor. 2.9. 

Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptati- 
on, for when he, is tried he ſhall receive the 
crown of Life, which the Lord hath promiſed to 
them that love him, James. 1. 12. 

IWhen the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, ye 
ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that faideth not 
away, 1 Pet, 5. 4. 

Fear none of theſe things which thou ſhalt 
ſuffer, ye ſhall have tribulation 10 days, 
be faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
a Crown of Life, Rev. 2. 10, 

You have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end 
everlaſting Life; Rom. 6. 22. 

Of the Lord ye (ſhall receive the reward of the 
mberitance, for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, Col. 
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Experiences of the Poſſeſſion of 
Heaven. 


Be ye followers of them who through fauh 
and patience inherit the Promiſes, Heb. 6. 12. 

Lazarus dyed, and was carried by the Angels 
into Abraham's boſom, Luke 16. 2. 

Then talked with him two men which were 1o- 
ſes and Elias who appeared in glory, Luke 9. 


520” 
e Spirits of juſt men made perfett, Heb. 
12.23, 

Heaven is called the inheritance of the Saints, 
becauſe they do inberit it, Col.1.12, 
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' A Song of Praiſe. 


He World's a toy, let me imploy 
My. Soul in higher things, 
Than upon thoſe that create woes, 
And carry cruel Stings. 
My Fears are great, Sorrow my Meat, 
And humane Faith is gone 
On Pilgrimage, for in this Age 
Amonglt us there 1s none. 


Thy faichfulneſs, O God, I bleſs, 
And cannot bur admire, 

That Love is cold, an4 yet behold 
None warm it at this Fire. 

But, O my Soul, do not condole, 
But Triumph chou 1': Praile; 

Greatly rejoice with Hearts and Voice, 
Let Joy thy Spirits raile. 

Mind not the Rod, rejoice in God, 
That never failed thee ; 

Thou knoweſt this, faithful he is, 
And !o will ever be. 

Thou haſt been Low, and now art ſo, 
And God hath alway been 

A Sun and Shield, that ſuccour yield, 

* As thou haſt often ſeen. 
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His Word is ſure, and doth endure 
For ever and for aye : 

Witneſs thou can to every Man, 
All's true that he doth ſay. 

If this be ſo, come let us go 
To God, and on him ftay : 

It's not abſur'd, to plead his Word, 
To it he ne*er ſays nay. 


His Word applaud, his Name with Laud 
And Praiſes celebrate : 

Letnor thy Love to God above 
In any thing abate. 


: And now, O Lord, for * ſure Word 


Of Promiſe, I thee bleſs : 


And whilſt I live will Glary give 


To thee, not to the Fleſh, 


| Praiſe is thy due, thy Word is true, 


Thy Promiſes our ſtore, 
And full (though wide) from ſide to fide, 
Praiſed be God therefore. 
A full ſapply in Miſery 
I fee it doth afford : 
O let it be, now unto me, 
According to thy Word. 


Let Faith be fed, and by it le, 
To live on Thte alone : 

Help me to truſt in the moſt Juſt, 

Faithful and PTY One. 
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My Doubts expel, let Hope excell, 
Let Praiſes be my Trade : 


Let me rejoice with Heart and Voice, 
In all that thou haſt ſaid. 


Let none deſpair, the news is rare, 
The Promiles revealed, 

Are high and preat withour deceit : 
Records moſt firmly Sealed. 

Oh praiſed be thy Majeſty, 
For Promiſes of Grace : 

All the Ele&t, may hear expett 
Supplies in every Cale. 


Another Song of Praiſe. 


Y Soul give Praiſe unto the Lord, 
M With Joy his Praiſes Sing : 
To Praife the Name of God thy Lord 
[s a moſt pleaſant. thing. 
His Promiles rich Jewels are, 
Theſe Jewels are thy own : 
Though thou art Poor, yet very rich 
In Promitles alone, 


Thy Faithful God will certainly 
His Promiles perform : 

Fear not, O Soul, the frowns of Men, 
Fear not the oreateſt Storm, 


Re- 
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Rejoice in God, and in his Word 
Of Promile made to thee : 

His Promiles moſt precious, 
Certain and faithful be. 


Though thou art Poor, God will provide, 
Supplies he will afford ; 

Yea, tuch ſupplies as (hal) {uſfice, 
According to his Word, 

Though thou art weak, his Arms ſupport, 
W har need is there ro fear ; 

Above, beneath, and round about, 
His mighty Arms appear. 


When Troubles like a Hurrican 
Do compals thee about 

Its for thy good, this Phylick thou 
Canſt not be well withour. 

Yea, ſafety in, and lure ſupport, 
And all that needful be ; 

For aid and help in this fad Caſe, 
Are promiled to tnee, 


Thy Sins though great are pardoned, 
Thy Enemies are ſtrong ; 

But canaot hurt, becaule to thee 
The Promiles belong. 

Such guards and aids the Promiſes, 
In readineſs ſtill have : 

And will be granted unto thee, 
When thou for them doſt crave. 


Oh 
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Oh Bleſſed be the Lords of Hoſts, 
My dear and faithfal Friend : 
According to his Promiles, 
He help and aid doth ſend. 
His Promiſes never do fail, 
They are moſt firm and ſure : 
His faithfulneſs is vaſtly great, 
And ever ſhall endure. 


My Sonl exalt the living Lord, 
For Gracious is he : 
His Mercy now and evermore, 
He will extend to thee. 
Awake my Glory, glorifie 
And Praiſe the Lord of Hoſt : 
And of his precious Promiſes, 
Make thou thy daily boaſt. 


The World is full of Wickedneſs, 
Envy, debate and ftrife : 

But theſe are the great Cordials 
That do {upport my Life. 

Thy Preſence and thy Promiles 
Are rare and precious things ; 

And all along unto my Soul, 
The greateſt Comfort brings, 


FINIS. 
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